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A 

t ■ ■ 

DISSERTATION 

ON THE 

OLYMPICK GAMES. 

SECTION I. 
Of the Original of the Olympick Games ^ 

THE Vanity of the Grecians in magnifying their 
Antiquities is remarkable in every Part of 
their Hiftory. There was fcarce a confider- 
able Town, or Family of any Note, that did not boaft 
itfelf defcended from fome God, and fhew a Pedigreo 
deduced from the earlieft Ages of the World. This fa- 
bulous and extravagant Nobility ferved for a common 
Topick of Flattery among all their Poets, not to add 
Orators and Hiflorians: too many InAances of which are 
to be met with in the Odes oiFindar. 

It is no wonder then, if in the Accounts of their religi- 
ous Inftitutions we meet with the fame Mixture of Fa* 
4)le, the fame Pretenfions to Antiquity, and an Original 
derived fome way or other from the Gods. Their J>ex<- 
^ were bom in the fabulous Age^ and had taken Pof- 
A z feffion 



4 A DISSERTATION ON 

feffion of all Gneci long before the Birch either of Hiflorjr 
or Chronology ; which did not come in ofe ^till fimitt 
time after the Recitation of the Ofymfick Games by fybitm 
HUtEUim. ... , , 

Whderer, the^fore^ would mdce an Inquiry iMo tab 
Original EftabliAmient of thefe Games> muft be contented 
with fuch an Account of it, as was either invented or re- 
ceived by the Eleans^ in whofe Territory, and under 
whofe Dh-efiioD tfaiy werf cddbntted ; an Account made 
up of Fables and Traditions. 

And indeed the EUatu are of all People the mofl to ^ 
excufed for mingling Fablei with their Accounts of 
Inftitutionf that it univerfally acknowledged to have fi 
fifted before the Ufe of Oironological Dates and 7 
cords: the flift Example of which they themielves ' 
In the RegifUr of the OfymfUi CoRqueroors, whid* 
began to keep ibon after the Reftoration of thofe G 
and by the Invention of which they have made 
tient Ex^Matton, not for dicmfelves alone, but for 
Countrymen. For if they haVe given ns Fable ai 
dition, where we mig^t have expeded Hiftory, tfa 
in Return helped us to the Means of diflinguKhinf 
forward between one and the other; and of havi 
and Hiftory, where we could otherwife hope to 
with nothing bat Fable and Impo(bre, 

Let diem then be indulged in a Vanity^ ^ 
lave in tommon with all die Natknis tf the 1 
aiicitnt aild aiodfm t and in which they wt 
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tad ehcQUrtg^ not a little bjr die greftt Reputation of th^ 
Olpnfiek Games. F<nr, to Iky Tnitb« the Sanity an4 
Solemnity of that Feilival ; ^ Majefty and Supremacy 
oi the God cq whom it wa» dedicated i and the great Va- 
lu0 fet upon the Ol^fici Crowns^ by the Unanimous Coa- 
fent of all G^eec^t wtte Arguments fufficient to hare in* 
duced even the moft fcmpulons Hiflorian to receive a 
Tradition, or adopt a Fable, that furniihed him with a 
Founder, worthy of to facred and auguft an Inftitution. 

Accordingly} the gieateft and moft venerable PerfcKi* 
:^ea of Antiquity [i]^ the Mean Hercules^ Clfmnm^^ Ejuf^^ 
fftipfif PtJofs^ and H^fules the Son <^ Jlcmna^ have been 
ieverally introduced as the Inventors or Revivers of theic 
Games ; and, to fupport their different Pretenfions^ Rea* 
foils have been fought for^ and Arguments produced from 
among the Religious Rites, and Ceremonies/ the Law^ 
and Cuiloms of this Solemnity*. Thus Pau/amat [2], for 
example> tells us, that d^efe Game9 were ordered to be ce*> 
lehrated every F/«z;^ Years, bccaufc the Brothers, called 
the liLei Da^li^ of whom the IddPim Hfrcuks was the el« 
der^ were fkxe in Numbo- 1 to whom in paxticular^ as alip 
to his Four Brethrenj^ an Altar was conlecrated at Ohjim^ 
fia^ by Qymeuus^ who was defcended from this Hercules^ 
and is faid to have celebrated thefe Games Fifty Years 
after the pelttge of DtucaUm. The Term Atbkta (a 
Name fignifymg thofe who contended for the Prize, called 
alfo AtUm) is by others derived from AitbUu$ tixe Father 

^]^]Fattf. l.y. E»]Ibkl. 
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4 A DISSERTATION ON 

feffion of all Gnea long before the Biith either of Hiflorjr 
or Chronology ; which did not come in u(e ^till ibme 
time after the Recitation of the Ofymfici Games by IfAitus 

Whderer/ the^fore^ would make ati Inquiry imo'tl* 
Original EftabliAmient of thefe Games> muft be contented 
with fuch an Account of it, as was either invented or re- 
ceived by the Eleans^ in whofe Territory, and under 
whofe Dh-eflioD tfaiy wert celebrated ; an Account made 
up of Fables and Traditions. 

And indeed the Eleam are of all People the mofl to be 
excufed for mingling Fable» with their Accounts of an 
Inftitudoni that it univerfally adcnowledged to have fub« 
fifted before the Ufe of Oironological Dates and Re 
cords: die firft Example of which they themrdves gp 
In the Regifler of die Ofymfici Conquerours, which f 
began to keep ibon after the Reftoration of thofe Ga 
and by the Invention of which they have made a 
eient Expiation, not for dicmfelves alone, but for all 
Countrymen. For if they have given ns Fable and 
dition, where we mig^t have expe^ed Hiftery, the 
in Return helped us to the Means of diflinguifhing ' 
forward between one and the other; and of havin 
and Hiftory, where we could otherwise hope to 1 
with nothing but Fable and Impo(hire, 

Let them then be indulged in a Vanity, w 
lave in common with all die NatkniB of the W 
ai^itnt aild modtm t and in which diey wert 
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tad ehcQUrt^ not a Htde hy die great Reputation of th^ 
Olympitk Games, Fw, to fey Truth, the Sanftity and 
Solemnity of that Feftival ; die Majefty and Supremacy 
of the God CO whom it waa dedicated) and the great Va- 
lue fet upon the O^jtar^Vi Crowns^ by the unanimous Con- 
fent of all Gi^mit were Arguments fufficient to hare in« 
duced even the moft fcmpulotis Hiflorian to receive « 
Tradidon, or adopt a Fable, that fiumiihed him with a 
Founder, worthy of to facred and auguft an Inftitution. 

Accordingly, the gicatefl and moft venerable Perf(Ki* 
:^ea q£ Antiquity f i]i dw? Jdaan Hercules^ C^mimfj, En^^ 
mpftg Pelops^ and H(r(uUs the Son d Jfanena^ have been 
leverally introduced as the Inventors or Revivers of dieic 
Games ; and, to fupport their difierent Pretenfions^ Rea* 
foils have been fought for^ and Arguments produced from 
among the Religious Rites aud Ceremonies/ die Law^ 
and Cuftoms of this Solemnity^ Thus Faufadm [2], for 
example> tells us, that d^efe Game9 were ordered to be cp> 
lehrated every Fi^^ Years, bccaufc the Brothers, called 
the Idid Da^li^ of whom the Jdam lUrcuks was the el- 
der, were Tt^ in Number \ to whom in particular^ as alip 
to his Four Brethren^ an Altar was conlecrated at Oh^m» 
fia^ by Qymewm^ who was defcended from this Hercules^ 
and is faid to have celebrated thefe Games Fifty Years 
after the Peluge of DiucaUon. The Term Jthkta fa 
Name lignifying diofe who contended for die Prize, called 
alfo Athim) is by others derived from AithUm die Fadier 

Ijf] Fauf. I. V. E»] IbM. 
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4 A DISSERTATION ON 

feffion of all Gnta long before the Biith either of Hiflorjr 
or Chronology ; which did not come in ofe "till fomo 
time after the Recitation of the Ofymfick Games by Iphitus 

Whde^r, - theitfore^ would mdce an Inquiry lAto' tbb 
Original Eftablilhment of thefe Games> muft be contented 
with fuch an Account of it> as was either invented or re- 
ceived by the EUans^ in whofe Territory, and under 
whofe DireAioD tfaiy wert cdebntted ; an Accoont made 
up of Fables and Traditions. 

And indeed the Eleans are of all People the mofl to bo 
excufed for mingling Fablei with their Accounts of ar 
Inftitutioni that it univerfally adcnowledged to have (v' 
£fted before the Ufe of Chronological Dates and I 
cords: ihe flift Example of which they themTelyes pi 
In the Re^fUr of the Ofym^ci Conqoeroors, which r' 
began to keep ibon after the Reftoration of thofe Gaf 
and by the Invention of which they have made f 
tient Expiatton, not for themfelves alone, but for r 
Countrymen. For if they have given ns Fable r 
dition, where we mig^t have expedtd Hiftory, t 
in Return helped us to the Means of difUnguifhing 
forward between one and the other; and of havir 
and Hiftory, where we could otherwise hope to 
with nothing but Fable and Impofture, 

Let diem then be indulged in a Vanity, * 
&ave in common with all the Nations of the ' 
ancient and aMMtrn t aud in which diey \ 
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ftnd eincQtirt^HDt a litde hf^ great Reputation ofth^ 
Ofymfiei Gauoes. Fw, to fey Truth, the Sanftity aB4 
Solemnity of that Feftiviri ; ^ Majefty and Sujatmacy 
of th6 God tQ whom it wa» dedicated ) and the great Va- 
Iu0 fet iqion the Of^ck Crowns^ by the tmanimous Cour 
fent of all Gtmif wej« Argumenti fofficient to hara in* 
duced even the moft fcmpulons Hiflorian to receive 9 
Tradition, or adopt a Fable, that furniihed him with a 
Founder, worthy of fp facred and auguft an Inftitntion. 

Accordingly, the gicateft and moft venerable PerfcKi* 
%gQ6. of AntiquiQr [i]^ the leLean Hercules^ C^mimfj, En^^ 
fmpfif Ptlops^ and Hmules the Son di 4lcmena^ have b^n 
leverally introduced as the Inventors or Revivers of the^ 
Games \ and, to fupport their difierent Pretenfions^ Reg^ 
fbns have been fqught for^ and Arguments produced from 
among the Religious Rites, and Ceremonies/ the Lawf 
and Cuiloms pf this Solemnity. Thus Paufamat [2], fop 
example, tells us, that thefe Game$ were ordered to be cp^ 
lehrated every Frv^ Years, becaufe the BrotherSj called 
the Id^ Da^j/i, of whom the Idem lUrcuks was the el- 
der, were five in Number j to whom in pajticular» as alip 
to his Four Brethren^ an Altar was confecrated at 0!ym» 
fia^ by QymeuwT^ who was defcended from this Hercules, 
and is faid to have celebrated thefe Games Fifty Years 
after the peluge of DiucaUon. The Term Jihkta (a 
Napae iignifying thofe who contended for the Prize, called 
alfo AtUon) is by others derived from AitbUus tixe Father 

r]f]Pauf. I.V. E»]IbW. 
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4 A DISSERTATION ON 

feffion of all Greece long before the Birth cither of Hiflory 
or Chronology ; which did not come in ofe *till fome 
dme after the Reftitution of the Olym^ck Games by Iphitus 
die Elem. . . ^ 

Whdefer, dieftfoie, would make m Inquiry iftto the 
Original Eftabliihment of thefe Games> muft be contented 
with fuch an Account of it, as was either invented or re- 
ceived by the Eleans, in whofe Territory, and under 
whofe DireAion thiy werf celc|>r«ted ; an Accoant made 
up of Fables and Traditions. 

And indeed the Eieans are of all People the moft to bo 
excufed for mingjling Fables with dieir Accounts of an 
InftitudoRi that is univofally acknowledged to have fub« 
fifted before the Ufe of Chronological Dates and Ri^ 
cords: die firft Example of which they thenJelyes ga^ 
In the Regiftar of the Ofymfick Conquerours, which th 
kgan to keep ibon after the Refbration of thofe Gi^ 
and by die Invention of whidi diey have made a ft" 
Cient Expiation, not for themfelves alone, but for all ^ 
Countrymen. For if they have given us Fable and 
dition, where we mi^t have expend Hiftory, the 
in Return helped us to the Means of difUnguifhiag 
forward between one and the other; and of havii 
and Hiftory, where we could otherwife hope to 
with nodiing bat Fable and Impo(hire, 

Let them dien be indulged in a Vanity, wl 
lave in common widi all the Nations of die W 
ancient and alod«m i and in which they we^ 
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tad ehcQUrtgOiiii^t a litde hf die great Reputatioti of th^ 
Ol^ek Games. For, to fey Truth, the Sanftity aad 
Solemnky of that Feftival ; ^ Majefty and Su|»«macy 
of the God to whom it waa dedkated ; and the great Va- 
lue fet upon the Ol^ci Crowns> by the unanimous Cour 
Tent of all G^^ece^ ^efe i\Tguments fufficient to hare in- 
duced even the moft fcrupulotts Hiilorian to receive a 
Tradition, or adopt a Fable, that fumiihed him with a 
Founder, worthy of h facred and ai^uft an Inftitntion. 

Accordingly, the gseateft and moft venerable Perfcm* 
^ges of AntiqyjQr [i]; the Jdran Hercules^ C^tmmj, Efufy-^ 
mmyPelops^ and Hfrfules the Son 6i Jlcmena^ have been 
ieverally introduced as the Inventors or Revivers of thefc 
Games ; and, to fupport their difierent Pretenfions^ Rear 
foils have been fqught for^ and Arguments produced from 
among the Religious Rites and Ceremonies/ the Law» 
and Cufloms of this Solemnity. Thus Paufamat [2], for 
example, tells us, that thefe Games were ordered to be cpt* 
lebrated every Fvve Years, becatife the Brothers^ called 
the Id^ei Da^ii^ of whom the ItLtwi Hfrcules was the el« 
der, were fi<ue in Number \ to whom in particular^ as alfp 
to his Four Brethren, an Altar was conlecrated at Olym* 
fia^ by Clymenus^ who was deicended from this Hercuks^ 
and is faid to have celebrated thefe Games Fifty Years 
after the peluge of Dtucalim. The Term Aihkta (a 
Name fignifying thofe who contended for the Prize, called 
alfo Atklm) is by others derived bom AithUus Ae Father 

I]^lPaof. J.y. Wlbid. 
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4 A DISSERTATION ON 

feffion of all Gnea long before the Birth cither of Hiftory 
or Chronology ; which did not come in ofe *till fome 
dme after the Reftitution of the Oijm^ck Games by Iphitus 
die Elem. . . ^ 

Whde^er, theftfoie, wodd make m Inquiry iftto' the 
Original Eftablifhment of thefe Games> muil be contented 
with fuch an Account of it, as was either invented or re- 
ceived by the Ekans, in whofe Territory, and under 
whole DireAion thiy werf celc|>r«ted ; an Accottnt made 
up of Fables and Traditions. 

And indeed the Eieans are of all People the moft to bo 
excufed for mingling Fables with dieir Accounts of an 
InftitutioRi that is univofally acknowledged to have fub« ; 
fifted before the Ufe of Gironological Dates and Rei^ j 
cords: the firft Examine of which they thenJelyes piUf J 
In the Regiftar of the Ofym^ck Conqueroars, which thqr' 
kgan to keep ibon after the Reftoration of thofe Gaiftt 
and by die Invention of whidi they have made a hi 
Cient Expiation, not for themfelves alone, but for all V 
Countrymen. For if they have given us Fable asd^' 
dition, where we mi^t have expeded Hiftory, thq 
in Return helped us to the Means of diftinguifhing dt 
forward between one and the other; and of haviHf ' 
and Hiftory, where we could otherwife hope to kt 
with nothing bat Fable and Impofture, 

Let them then be indulged in a Vanity, wV 
lave in tommon with all the Nations of the W( 
ancient and alod«m i and in which diey wer 
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ind ehcQUrtgodnot a litde hf tiie great Reputatiioti of tbf 
O^w^Vii Games. For, to fey Truth, the Sanftity aB4 
Solemnky of that Feftiyal ; die Majefty and Su|»«mac]r 
of the God to whom it waa dedicated ; and the great Va- 
lue fet Ttjpcn the Ojmfici Crowns^ by the Unanimous CoAr 
fem of all G^^ecft ^efe i\Tguments fufficient to hare ia-» 
dttced even the moft fcrupulotts Hiilorian to receive « 
Tradition, or adopt a Fable, that iorniihed him with tt 
Founder, worthy of fa facred and auguil an Inftitntion. 

Accordingly, the gseateft and moft venerable Perfoa* 
^ges of Antiqyity [!]> the iLean Hercules^ Cfymmusi Efufjf'- 
miojiy Ptlofs, and H^fules the Son 6(JIcmena, have beta 
ieverally introduced as the Inventors or Revivers of thefe 
Games ; and, to fupport their difierent Pretenfions, Re^^ 
foils have been fpught for, and Arguments produced from 
among the Religious Rites, and Ceremonies/ the Law# 
and Cufbms of this Solemnityi Thus Paufawu [2], fo)r 
example> tells us, that tbefe Games were ordered to be c^ 
lehrated every Frve Years, becatife the Brothers^ called 
the IcUei Da£tyli^ of whom the Idam Hfnuks was the el- 
der> were frvie in Number \ to whom in particular^ as aUp 
to his Four Brethren, an Altar was conlecrated at Ofyrn* 
fia^ by CfymtMUf^ who was de(cended from this HeraJu^ 
and is faid to have celebrated thefe Games Fifty Years 
after the pelugc of Diucalim. The Term Jbbkta (a 
Name fignifying thofe who contended for the Prize, called 
alfo Athlon) is by others derived from JetbUus die Father 

A3 •* 
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of Etufymiou [3]> who, as well as his Sons, is redcond 
among the Founders of this Feitival. And as for PekfSf 
th^t Hero was held in fuch high Veneration at 0^mi^^[4], 
that the E/eans in their Sacrifices gave him the Preference, 
even before Jupiter himfelf ; for which they alledged the 
Practice of Hercules the Son of Alcmenai to whofe La- 
bours alfo^ as Pindar informs [5] us, they were indebted 
for their Olive-Crown. 

fittt not contented with a Founder, who was mortal by 
his Mother's Side [6], the Eleans have carried their Anti- 
quities ftill higher, and name for the Authors of thefe 
Games Jupiter and Staum ; who, as they pretend, in the 
very Place where thefe Games were afterwards celebrated, 
wreiUed with each other for the Empire of the World. 

Others affirm, diat they were inffituted by Jupiter, in 
Commemoration of his Vidory over the Titami and 
that Apollo in particular fignalized himfelf, by gaining two 
Vidlories; one over Mrc«ry in the Foot-Race, and an- 
other over Marsm the Combat of the Cafius, And this, 
fay they, is the Reafon diat the Exercife of [f\ Leafit^ 
(one of the Five Exercifes of the Pentathlon) is always 
accompanied with Flutes playing Pythian Airs ; becaufe 
thpfe Airs are confecrated to Jpollot and becaufe j^IU 
gained two Victories in the Olympick Games. 

In this Account we may obferve Hiftory (for there is 
fomething of hiilorical Truth at the Bottom of all thefe 

[3] Eufcb. Chron, [4] Schol. ad Piad. Olymp. Od. i. 

f 5] Olympr Ode 3. £61 Psuf, 1. v. [7] lb«L 
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Traditions) fuelling by degrees,' and grcwVing iiifenfibly 
into Fable ; 'till by a Progrefs, like that of Fame in T/r- 
pl [8], its Bulk becomes too big for Truth and Piroba- 
bility, and reaching at length from Earth to Heaven, it 
there totally difappears, loft and confounded, with the 
reft of the Antiquities of Greece, in the Clouds of Mytho- 
logy and Superftition. 

It is needle(s to mention the Names of feveral other 
Heroes of thofe early Ages, who, by different Authors, are 
faid to have celebrated thefe Games. The laft of thefc 
was Oxylusy who came into the Pelopomefus with the Hera-^ 
elides [9]. After whom followed fo long an Intermiflion 
of that Solemnity, that the Memory of it was almoft loft. 

The Occaiions of celebrating the Olympick Games feem 
to have been various. Sir Ifaac Newton is of Opinion [i], 
" That they were originally celebrated in Triumph for 
'* Victories j firft by Herades Idaus upon the Conqueft of 
^ Satvm and the titans ; and then by Clymenus upon his 
" coming to reign in the Terra Curetum; then hy Endymion 
** upon his conquering Gymenus ; and afterwards by 
** Pelops upon his conquering-^ff/ciW ; and by Hercules upon 
^* his \i\H\iTigAtgeas ; and by Atreus upon his repelling the 
** Heraclides ; and by Oxylus upon the Return of the Hera^ 
•* elides into felopomufus,^^ This Opinion may be very well 
Ibpported out of ancient Authors. ?indar exprefly tells 
us, in his Second Olympick Ode, that Hercules inftituted 
this Feftival iojufiter, on occafion of the ViAory he ob- 

f 8] iEncid. \y. [9] Pauf. 1. v. [i] Chron. p, J 5^- 
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tained over JmcBS. But the On|aie delivered to t&e 
Pikfowtefiem, «t the Reftttutkm of thffe Gaines by fyhihui 
fayi, tkey we^ cd^lxrated £rfi by Pifia in Honour of Ju^ 
t^ir [z] I Afl^.hy Ptkps twice ; ^4» upon his coming to 
ietde in Qmc^ »d » fecond Time.at the Funertl oiOtm- 
mausi aod^tohinihyl&TrK/^viBMenxtfxofP^^ 
at whMe Death iikewife> as VeUeius Paterofbs infonns us, 
they had befixre be^ celebrated as Funeral-Games by his 
Son j^ew ; qpon which Qccaiion, fays the iaaae Author^ 
HiratUs came off Vidor iu all the Exeiciles* And in* 
deed this Account of the Occafion of celebrating thet 
CifMifick Games, is very agreeable to a Cuflom, which, as 
we learn fixmi Hgmp^, Pindar, and all tht Cnd Wxitere^ 
prevailed v^ mMcb in tbofe Heroick Ages, Games, 
with Frizes (or the Conquerqors^ were the ufual Complin 
sient, and made up the great<ift p4Mt pf the Q^texaony afe 
the Funeral of every Peribn of Note and C^Uj^ity. The. 
Expence of theie Games was fospfrdmes borne by the Re* 
lations and Frid^ds of the Deceafed,^ as we may (ee by 
the Example of Jchillesy who out of his own Treafurea 
gave the Prizes^ and thofe of no iQconfiderable Value, to. 
the Conquerours in the Games, by him celebrated at the 
Funeral of Patrocbu. Sometimes the Funeral was at tha 
Appointment of the Publick ; and an anniverfaiy Solemn 
nization of Games was enacted in honour of the De« 
ceafed ; fuch were thofe inflituted by a [4] Decree of the 

[2] Phlegon, tj] ^•»* «• ^« W Pl«*» » Timol. 
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Syraa^ims, a$ a peipftiial Memorial of the godlike Vir^ 
tues of TimoUtm their Deliverer and Legiflator. 

To one or other, therefore^ of thele Cuftoms, in all 
likeliboodt was owing the Ori^^bial of tha Olyn^Uk 
Game9 ; a3 alfi> of thofe celebrated at the If&miis gf 
Corinth, U D$/fU, N^naa, and indeed in ev^ coniider* 
able Town throughout all Grace. It is not ip eafy tc^ 
afiign a Reafon how thofe celebrated at Qfymfia came t» 
have the Raxdc and Precedency of all the other ; feme of 
which wece dedicated to the &me God, and coold boaft, 
as venerable^ and as ancient a Fotmdadon* But whatevor 
may have been the Reaibn of this Preference, all the Peo>- 
pie of Gp§iC9 acquiesced in it, and agreed to beilow flhm 
£rft Honours upon the Ofyn^ck Conquerours [5}. 

It cannot, however, I think, be pretended, that thefe 
Games were in any very great EfHmation before the 
Time of their Reftitution by Ipbitus. This may vety 
fairly be concluded as well firom the Diveriity and Un« 
certainty of the Accounts concerning the Original an4 
Authors of them, as from the Silence of Homer ^ who m 
the Catalogue of the Ships (where he takes occafion ta 
inform the Reader of the Naxne and Situation of the 
principal Towns of Greece) makes no mention of Oljm-^ 
fia; nor when he fpeaks of £ZrV, and the River .^j^^ftlm/ 
as he doth in many Parts both of the ZSfWand the Oiyfy^ 
does he give the leaft Hint of the Olymfick Games j tho* 
we are to^ by gther Authors that they were celebrated hy 

[5I S«c Strabo, 1. viii, 

Pehft 
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^dofs the Grandfather, and afterwards in his Honour by 
Atreus the Father o{ Aganunmon, Homer y befides, makes 
frequent mention of Games, and particularly at the Fu- 
neral oiPatrochtSy introduces his greateft Heroes contend^ 
Ing in the very fame kind of Exercifes^ with thofe pradifed 
in the Stadium of Olymfia : upon which occafion, had 
the Ofympick Games been then in fuch Eftimation, as they 
are faid to have been, one may believe he would not have 
^ed making fome mention of them ; as well to render 
more illuibious the Majefly of AgamemmH^ the General of 
die Greeks^ whofe Grandfather Pelops was worfhipped 
equally with Jupiter at that Solemnity, as to ihew from fo 
great and auguil a Precedent the high Value of the Ho- 
nours paid by AchilUs to his Friend. 

SECTION II. 
Of the Rejiituiion of the Olympick Games. 

IPHITUS, King of £//j, is by all Authors faid to have 
refiored the Olympick Games; which is not precifely 
,true in any fenfe. For if by the Ofympick Games be un- 
derftood the Religious Policy and Ordinances of that 
FefUvali the general Armiftice or Truce that always ac- 
companied its Solemnization; the publick Mart[i] or 
Fair then held for the Benefit of Commerce; and the 
Period of Four Tears called the Olympiad: All thefe he 
cannot fo properly be faid to have rejiored, as to have been 
the firll Author and Inftitutor of them. For of moft of 

[i] Veil. Pat. l.i. cap. 8. 

thefe 
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thefe Things there is no Mention before his Time. Be- 
fides, allowing it to be true, that there were Games cele- 
brated at 0/ympia, even fo far back as the Golden Age» 
and that there was a Temple and Sacrifices of the fame 
Date to Jupiter Oijmfius ; it does not appear any. where, 
as I remember, that all the Greeks were concerned in thofe 
Sacrifices, or invited to partake in thofe Games. It 
ihould feem, on the contrary, by what has been iaid 
above, that they were celebrated at miequal Diflances of 
Time, on private and particular Occafions, and in Com- 
ipliance rather with Fafhion and Cuilom, than in Obe- 
dience to an Ordinance, that required their Solenrnizatioii 
at certain and ftated Periods. If by the Olympick Games 
be meant what is more generally underilood by thofe 
Words, the Gymnailick Combats and Horfe-Races exhi- 
bited in the Stadium at Olympian he cannot be faid to have 
reftored the Olympick Games. For [2] Paufamas Xt^ us, 
that he reftored only the Foot-Race ^ the otjier £xercife$ 
were afterwards added by the Authority of the Ekans^ ac- 
cording as they difcovered or recolledted what had former- 
ly been pradtifed in that Solemnity. 

But Iphitus indeed may with great Juitice be ilyled the 
Foufukr of the Olympick Games. For he feems to have 
been the firft that reduced that Feflival into a regular and 
coherent Syftem or Form; united the Sacred and Politi- 
cal Inftitutions ; and gave it, by the Eftablifhment of the 
Olympiadf that Principle of Life and Duration, as enabled 

WL.V, 
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it to outlive the Laws and Caftams, the Liberty^ and al* 

moft the Religimi of Gmci, 

The Occafion of the Re-eOablifhment of the Ofyptpick 
Games was as follows; 

Grmi at that Time being torn in Pieces by Civil 
Wars [3]> and wafted by a Peftilence, [4] Ipintui^ one of 
the Defcendants of HtrcmUi, Grandibn of O^ks, and 
King of EUsi concerned at the Calamities, under which 
liis Country then laboured, had Recourfe to the Oradc 
at Di/fii, for a Remedy to tliofe Evils ; and was told by 
the Pjthmu/Sf that the Safety of Gruee depended upon the 
Re-eftabliihment of the Ofymfick Games ; the Non« 
obfervance of which Solemnity had, as (he told theait 
drawn down the Indignation of the God to whom it waa^ 
dedicated ; and of Hircukt^ the Hero by whom it was alE 
ftituted. She ordered him therefore, in Conjunftion wif 
the People of BMj^ to fet about reiloring the Celebrat' 
of that Fe(^al» and to proclaim a Truce or Ceiiatioi 
Arms to all thofe Cities, who were defirous of partah 

[3} Pauf. ].▼» Phlrgon. Euieb. Chron. 

[4] In the Fragment of FhUgBn (from whence the greateft P 
the following Account is taken) Lyairgus, the Lawgiver of Jj^ 
one Oee^btms of Pija^ arc joined with IpSimt iA reftorifig t^^ 
Games. That this Account^ which makes Lycurgtu Qfiftt 
with IpbitMS, cannot be reconciled with Chronology^ tha Ae 
fee in Sir Tfaae Newton^ i Chronolog)', even admitting, whtt 
he intimated by PbitgM, that there were two Kingy if i 
Ipbitusy between whom the iame Author reckons twenty 
piads to have paifed, during which Time the Solemniu 
Oljmpick Games was intermitted «• But of this more hereif, 
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in the Games [$], The other People of the FtUpMmfiu^ 
whether jealous of the Pre-emmenGe dakned by the 
Blumton this Occifion« 0£ from a Spirit of Difcord and 
DiiIcnfion» refufing to comfdy^ fent a common Depu- 
tation to Dilfbii ordering their Deputies to interrogate the 
Peity very fhidUy concerning the Oracle lately reported 
to them : but the Prieftefs, ever ready to authorize the 
Schemes of Kings and Legiilators^ adhered to her former 
Anfwer; and commanded them to iubmit to the Di- 
pe^lions and Authority of the £k^ins in the ordering and 
eftablifiiiBg the imcietit Laws and Cufioms of their Fore- 
fathers, The ?dap9knefims then f«bmitted» and allowed 
^ People of EUi to hold their Feitival^ and ]^odaim a 
general Ceflktion of Arms. Thus were the O^m^tk 
Games eftabliihed by the Authority fJt Jfhhm^ King of 
^lis^ under the Direaion of the {hlfinck Oracle, Sevea 
hundred and Seventy fix Years before the ^th of Chrifi^ 
and Nineteen i^Twen^ before the fiuilding of Xms^p ac- 
cording to the common Chronology^ but One hundred 
Forty nine according to Sir yiauK Newton. See Newten^$ 
Chrm. p. 37, 38. 

In this Inftit«ti<m there are three Things to be con* 
^ored : Firft, The RdUgions Ceremonies : Secondly, 
The Period or Cycle of Four Years, called the Olytt^iads 
And Thirdly, the Games, compreh^ding the Equeih'iaa 
imd Gymnaftick Exercifes^ Of each of which I propoft 
to give as fnll and particular an Account, as I have been 

[SjPUe^oii. 

able 
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abletocoUe^^ from the impeifeft Relations of Pin;^«r 
(who yet is more coi»oiii on thefe Stibje6b thin any other 
ancient Author) or from die fliorty and oftentimes obfcnie 
Hints and Allnfions fcattered up and down the Works of 
ahnoilalltheG>v«^Writersy aswellinProfe as inVerfc. 

SECTION in. 
Of the Religious Ceremonies. 

GREECE indeed (fays [i'\Pmtfmim) abounds with 
Spe^bcles, which even in Defcription cannot fail of 
exciting onr Admiration; yet (continues he) there is no 
one Solemnity among all thefe> tranfa6ted with fo modi 
jdigions Pomp and Care as the Ekufiman Myfteries and' 
the Olymfick Games. But as neither Paufatdas, nor urr 
ether ancient Writer now extant, hath thought fit to gr 
us a comideat and circumflantial Account of die fer 
Kites and Ceremonies obferved on thefe folemn Feftr 
(fome of which, efpedally thofe in the Eleufiman M 
rics, all the Grtd^ms held it unlawfull to divulge) wf 
only frame to ourfelves a general Idea of the Sjdendc 
Magnificence, with which they were performed, by * 
a View of the Temples, Statues, Sfc. of the De' 
whom they were confecrated. Thofe of JufiUr • 
fiay which alone relate to my prefent Subjed, arr 
fcribed by Paufaniasy in the Fifth Book of h; 
through Greeci. 

[i] LibtV, 
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" The Temple of Jufiter (ikys he) is eredcd on a con- 
** fecrated Piece of Ground^ called the Jltis, an antique 
*^ Word, appropriated to this facred Inclofnre, and made 
•* ufe of hy Pindar[2]y who tells us, that this hallowed 
'* Area was fet apart and dedicated to Jupiter by Uercula 
** himfelf. The Temple is built in the Porick Order, and 
** furroundcd on the Outfide with a Periftyh or Colonnade. 
" The whole Edifice is compofcd of a beautiful Sort of 
** Marble [3] found in that Country. Its Height to 
** the Roof is Sixty eight Feet, its Breadth Ninety five, 
'* and its Length Two hundred and thirty. The Archie 
♦* tedl was Ubouy a Native of that Country. This Tcm- 
*• pie is not covered with Burthen Tiles burnt, but with 
** Marble brought from Mount Pentelicus (near Athins) 
♦* and [4] cut in th^ Form of Tiles. On each Comer of 

[a] Olymp. Od. 10. 

,[3] Of this Stone or Marble called Poruty Tbeopbraftus, and PUry 
after him, informs us, that it refembled Parian Marble in Colour and 
Hardnels, but was not fo heavy. 

[4] The Art of cutting Marble in to Tiles was fo extraordinary, that 
Byza of Naxus, who firft invented it, thought proper to perpetuate 
the Honour of his Invontion by an Inicription, which may be feen in 
Paufattias, 

The famous Temple of Minerva at Athens feejns, by fVheekr's De- 
icription of it, to have refembled this in fo many Particulars, that we 
piay, by reading that Defcription, be enabled more clearly to underftand 
this given by Paufanias of the Temple of Olympian Jupiter, They 
were both probably built about the fame Time> and each of them 
adorned with a Sti^tuc mude by the fame admirable Artift. Wheeler 
fays, that the Height of the Columns, which run round the Temple of 
Minerva, were Forty two Feet, whence by the Rules of Architeaure 
i^me Judgment mny be formed of the whole Height of that Temple; 

"the 
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^ die Ro6f is ])lated a gilded VaTe^ tthd on the Top of 
«< die Pediment a Statoe of Viawy^ gilddl iikewife, un- 
" dcr mdiich if hung up ft Golden Shield, with the Figure 
^ of the Gorgtm Medtijk carved npon it. The Infcription 
*' on the Shield imports it to hare been a Gift of the 
^ Tm k igna n sf who being in Alliance with the tacedd^^ 
•* (d^nts, and haring obtained a Vidory over Ae Argi^et 
** aftd jbbenukm near Tanagra, had confetrated the ?>«/i^ 
"^ of the Spoils to Jifi^r Oi^mfius. On the Corfiice^ 
** whida runs fo«iid the Temple on the Outiide d^^er the 
^ Columns, 2tt hungOifie and twenty Gih Shields, a Pre* 
^* fcnt oEMwimiitx the Emnm General, who coiR|tR!Te<l 
^ die Acbmimiy and took and dedroyed Cbfinth, 

** In the Front-Pediment is a Piece of 96nlj}ttire^ 
" whofe Subjed is the Gonteft between Oeno^lMtat and 
** Pelofs in xht Chariot-Race: Each of whom is repre- 
^* fented as ready and juft upon the Point of entering on 
** the Courfe. In the Middle is a Figure of Jupiter i on 
** his Right Hand fbnds Oen^mauSi with a Helmet oh 
** his Head, and near him his Wife Sterope^ one of the 
** Daughters oi Jtlas, Before the Horfes, which are 
*' Four in Number, appears Myrtilus, the Charioteer of 
** Oenpntaiis, and behind him iland two other Men^ 
** who [5], though their Names are not infcribed, feem to 

and perhaps fom€ probable Conjc^^ure of the Height of this, which 
Panfaniai fays was . Sixty eight Feet, but whether to the Top or the 
Bottom of the Pediment I leave the Learned to detertnlne. 

[5] I^ appears from this I^afTage, and fome others in Paufaittas, that 
the ancient Crteks, amoog whom the Arts of Statuary and Paiiithig, 

be 
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** be two Groopis attending on the Horfes of Oenomaiis, 
" In the Corner of the Pediment is reprefented the C/ii-, 
" diusf a. River which next to the Alpheus is held in the 
" greateft Honour by the Eleam, On the Left Hand of 
" Jupiter ftand PeJops and Hippodatma, the Charioteer of 
*' Pelopsy his Horfes and Two Grooms^ and in the Angle 
*' is figured the River Alpheus. This whole Piece of 
'* Sculpture is the Workmanfhip of Paonius of Menda^ a 
** City of Thrace I but that in the Pediment of the Back- 
" Front was done by Jcalmenes^ who lived in the Time 
** of Phidias, and was fecond to him alone in Art and 
*' Genius. In this Pediment is reprefented the Battle 
*' of the Centaurs and the tapitha at the Marriage of 
" Pirithous. In the Middle of the Piece ftands Pin- 
** thous; near him, on one Side, appears Eurytim carrying 
** off the Bride, and Cteneus coming to the Affiftance of 
" Pirithous: On the other Side Thefeus with his Battle-axe 
•* combating the Centaurs. Among the Centaurs is one 
" reprefented running away with a young Virgin, and 
** another carrying off a beautiful Boy. This Subjeft, as 

at leaft the former, were carried to a Perfeftion not yet equalled by the 
Modems, thought it no Difgrace to the fined Performances in each of 
thofe Kinds, to add the Names under the feveral Figures, or a general 
Jnfcription explaining the Subje£l, and pointing out the principal Per- 
fonagcs therein reprefented. Whether this wa? any real Disfigurement 
to thofe admirable Works, I will not take upon me to determine ; but 
it certainly was of ufe, efpccially in Hiftorical Pieces, intended to de- 
iiver down to Pofterity the Memory of any great Aftion, and the chief 
Perfons concerned in it. Paufauias himfelf, who fecms to have been a 
very learned Antiquarian, found the Advantage of thofe little «cpla- 
jiatory Infcriptions in maAy Inftances, as might eafily be fhewn. 

Vol. II. B *• I ima^ 
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*' I imagine, was chofen by Jcalmenesy betaufe firithonSf 
** as he had learned from Homer, was the Son of yupiteri 
•* and T^hefeus was the fourth in Defcent from PelopSm 
*' Over the Gates of the Temple in like manner are cx- 
*• hibited moil of the Labours ofHercu/es, as the Hunting 
•* of the Erymanthian Boar, the Stoiy of the ThradoH 
** Diomedey and of Geryon, In one Piece Hercules is re- 
** prefented as going to eafe Jtlas of his Burden, and in 
''another as cleanfihg the Stable of ^ii|g:^jx. Over the 
** Gates on the Back Part of die Temple the fame Hero 
" is feen fighting with an jfmazon, from whom he tears 
** away her Belt : there alio are figured the Stories of the 
•* Hind, of the Gnojfian Bull, the LemaoM Hydra, the 
** StymphaUan Birds, and the Nemean Lion. 

*' As you enter into the Temple through die Brazen 
*• Gates, you perceive on your Right Hand, Handing bc- 
*' fore a Column, a Statue of Jpbitus and his Wife Ece» 
•* chiriay who is putting a Crown on the Head of her 
** Huiband. In the Infide of the Temple alio are Ranges 
•* of Columns, which form Portico? {or liles) of a great 
*' Height; between which you pafs on to the Statue of 
** Olympian Jupiter. There is alfa a winding Stair-cafe 
** leading «p to the Roof. 

" The Statue of the God, which is compofed of Gold 
** and Ivory, is feated on a Throne, with a CroWn npoil 
" his Head, refembling the Leaves and Branches of ^ 
" wild Olive. In his Right Hand he bears a Statue oST 
*^ Vidtory compofed likewife of Ivory and Gold, holding 
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** in her Hand a facred FUlet or Diadem^ and wearing a 
*• Crown upon her Head. Ih his Left Hand is a Sceptre 
*' of cxquifitc Bcatrty, inlaid with all Sorts of Metals, 
•* and bearing an Eagle perched upon it. The Sandals 
" of the God, as alfo his Robe, are" of Gold. The lat- 
•* ter wrought over with all Sorts of Ahimals andFlowew, 
** particularly Lilies. The Throne is diverfified with 
** Gold and precious Stones, with Ebony and Ivory, and 
•* painted with the Reprefentations of divers kinds of 
*^ Animals. About it aUb are many Figures in Sculp- 
** ture; four Vidories, for Infiance, in the Atcitade of 
** Dancers, round the uppw Part of each Leg of thfe 
" Throne, and two more at each of the Feet. On thofe 
** Legs alfo which fupport the Fore-part of the Thront 
** are tzivtdiSpbinxes devouring the Theban Children, and 
•* under the Sphinxes^ Apollo and Dima flaying with thch: 
" Arrows the Children of Niobe. Between the Legs of 
** the Throne run four Pieces, in the Nature of Braces. 
** Upon that which fronts the Entrance are feve'n Figures ; 
*' die eighth by fome unknown Accident has difappeared. 
** Thofe Figures exhibit a Reprefentation of fuch Exer- 
** dfes as were pradifed of old in the Ofympici [6] Games, 
** before Boys Were admitted to contend in them. Tra- 
*' dition, however, informs us, that the Figure, which is 
5* binding its Head wiHi a Fillet or Diadem, refembled 

[6] In the Original there is ibme Error, which can only be correded 
% a good Manufcript. I hare given what I take to be the Author*s 
Jiieaning. 

B z ■ VPantanes, 
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** Pantarcss, an Elean Boy, with whom PhiMas w^s eilt 
** amoured, and who, in the Clafs of Boys, gained the 
*^ WrdUer's Crown in the Eighty fixth Olympiad, On 
*' the other Braces is reprefented Hercules with his Band 
** of Warriors fighting againil the Amascons. The Num* 
'f ber of Figures in both Groups is Twenty nine : Tbefcus 
*' is placed among the Affiftants of Hercules. The Throne, 
*' befides its own proper Legs, is fupported likewiie by 
'' four Columns, of an equal Height with the Legs, and 
*' placed between them. No one is permitted to go un- 
** der the Throne, to view it in the Infide, as is allowed 
<* at Amyclfy where I had Liberty to view the Iniide of 
" Apollo s Throne. But at Olympia the Throne of Ju^ 
" piter is inclofcd by a kind of Wall, on purpofe to keep 
" the Speftators at a diftance. That Part of the Wall, 
*' which faces the Gates of the Temple, is ftained with 
*' one Colour only, namely, a Sky-blue; the other Parts 
** are painted by Pan^enus^ who in one Piece hath repre- 
*• fented Atlas bearing up the Heavens, and Hercules 
" ftanding by, and offering to cafe him of his Load : in 
"others are feen ^hefetiSy and Pirithous^ a Figure of 
**' Greece, and another of Salamis, holding in her Hand 
*• one of thofe Ornaments that are ufually placed either 
*' on the Head or Stem of a Ship. In others are repre- 
*' fented the Combat of Hercules with the Nemean Lion ; 
" the Violence offered by Ajax to Cajfandra-, Hippodama 
** the Daughter of Oenomads, together with her Mother- 
•* and Prometheus bound down with Chains, and Hercules 

" look- 
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** ing on him. For Hercules^ ampng the other Exploit^ 
*' attributed to him, is reported to have releafed Prome* 
** theus from his Bonds; and to have killed the Eagle, 
^* which was fent to puniih him on Mount Caucafiu^ 
** where he lay bound. The laft Piece prefents Penthe- 
" Jilea giving up the ghoft, and Achilles fupporting her; 
** and two of the Hefperidesy bringing fome of the Golden 
** Apples, which were committed to their Cuftody. 

" This Paruenus was the Brother of Phidias^ and the 
" fame, who at Athens^ in the Portico called Pcpcile, 
** painted the Adion of Marathon. 

" On the upper Part of the Throne, over the Head pf 
** Jupiter y Phidias has placed on one Side the Graces; 
** and the Hours (or Seafons) on the other; each Three 
** in Number, and alike Daughters of Jupiter^ according 
" to the Poets. The Footftool of the God is adorned 
" with golden Lions, and a Reprefentation of the Battle 
** between Ithefeus and the Af/iazons-y the firft Exploit of 
*' the Athenians againft a foreign Enemy. The Bails, or 
•* Pedeftal, which fuftains the whole Work, is enriched 
'* with many other Ornaments, and Figures in Gold, all of 
** which have fome Relation to Jupiter ; as the Sun inounting 
** his Chariot, attended by Jupiter and Juno, and one of the 
** Graces, next to whom Hands Mercury, and next to Mercu^ 
" ry Vefia: After Vefia is feen Cupid receiving Venus x\{\ii^ 
*' out of the Sea, and the Goddefs Perfuafwn placing a 
'* Crown on the Head of Venus, Here alfo are the Fi- 
** gures oi Apollo and Diana, of Minerva and Hercules, and 
B 5 "on 
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^* on the lowed Part of the Bafis, Neptune and Amphittit^i 
^ and the Moon riding on a Horfe; for I take it to b^ a 
^* Horfe, though, according to others, that Goddefs i$ 
** carried by a Mule, and not a Horfe, I am not ^o« 
*^ rant that fome People have widertaken to give th^ 
^* exadl Dimeniions of this Statue of Jupiter Olympim^ 
" yet I cannot applaud their Skill, fince it appears to the 
*^ Eye much larger than the Dimeniions affignM by 
•* them. The Ek^m tell us, that Jupiter himfelf bore 
•' Teftimony to the Art of Phidias^ for that Statuary, 
" when he had completed his Work, begged of Jupiter 
•• to give fome Token of his Approbation, if he was 
•* pleafed with the Performance; upon which, fay they, 
^* the Pavement was immediately ftruck with Lighten-^ 
^ ing, in that Place, upon which a brazen Urn is ftill to 
*' be feen as a Memorial of the Miracle, That Part of 
*' the Pavement which is immediately before the Statue 
** is composed of black Marble, furroundcd with a cir- 
** cular Rim of Fartan Marble, raifed about it like a 
" Step, on purpofe to contain the Oil that is poured into 
*' it, in order to preferve the Ivoiy from being injured by 
** the Damps arifing out of the Ground; the -<^////, where 
♦* the Temple is eredled, being wet and marftiy." 

To this Paflage, tranllated from Paufanias, I (hall add 
another, taken from Strabol^ly in which are fome Parti* 
culars relating to this famous Statue and the Temple, 
worthy of our Obfcrvation ; 

[7] Libiviii, 

J^Thd 
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. '^ The Temple (fays he) ftands in the Pif^an Divifion, 
** little lefs than three hundred Stadia diftant from Elisi 
*' before it is a Grove of wild Olives, within which lies 
" the Olympick Stadium; by it paffes the River Alpbeus) 
** running from Arcadia South-weft into the ^riphylian, 
, " Sea. Ol^mpia at firft derived its Reputation from the 
** Oracle of Olympian Jupiten and though this Oracle 
*' fell afterwards into Decay, yet the Temple retained its 
*^ ancient Honour. But its prefent Greatnefs and Mag« 
** nificente is owing, undoubtedly, to the Olympick Games, 
*• and to the Number of Ofierings and Donations brought 
**' thither from all Parts of Greece*, among which is a 
^* Golden Statue o£ Jupiter y prefented by Cyffeks, Tyrant 
'* of Corinth, But of all thefe, the Ivory Statue of Olym^ 
" pian Jupiter^ made by Pbidias pf Athens, is, by far, the 
'^ moft coniiderable; the Bulk of which is fo vaft, that 
.'* the Artifl feems, in my Opinion, to have deviated froi^ 
^* the Rule of Proportion i for althougji the Temple is of 
^* the largeft Size, and the God is reprefented fitting, yet 
^^ he almofl touches the Cieling^th his Head; fo that 
** were he to rife out of hi^ Throne, and fbnd upright, 
/* he would carry the {Loof along with him [8], 

** Bhidias was much aMed in the Compofition, the 
^'^ Colours, and particularly in the Drapery of this Statue, 
-^^ by Paiuenusy a Painter, his Brother and Fellow-work- 

[8] The Height of the Temple, according to Paufanias, was fixty- 
^ght Feet ; hence then it appears, that the Statoe, with its Throne and 
Pcdcftal, was jjcv fixty-cight Feet in Height. 

f B 4 V XWn; 
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•' man; many of whofc Paintings, and thofc very ad- 
** mirablc, are to be feen up and down the Temple. 
•* There is a Tradition, that Phidias being aik'd' by Pa- 
«' n^emtsy by what Pattern or Idea he intended to frame 
** his Image of Jupiter^ anfwcred, by that given in the 
«• following Verfes of Homer: 

*' This faid, his kingly Brow the Sire inclined, 
** The large black Curls fell, awful, from behind, 
" Thick Ihadowing the flem Forehead of the God; 
*• Olympus trembled at th' Almighty Nod [9]." 

How well the Performance anfwered the great Idea of 
the Statuary, may be conjedurcd from what Polyhius [i] 
relates of Lucius JBrnilius, who, entering into the Temple 
^ijttpiter 2it Olympiay and contemplating the Statue, was 
tftonifhed, and faid, that, in his Opinion, Phidias was the 
Qtiy Man who had fucceeded in reprefenting the Jupiter 
of Homer I and that, though his Expedations about 
Olympia had been raifed vtry high, yet he found they 
:cafne far (hort of the Truth. 

^ut^iHan remarks of Phidias[2]y that he fucceeded 
tetter in the Statues of his Gods, than of his Men; and 
dftt, in Works of Ivory, he indifputably excelled all the 
eWorld; of which, to fay nothing of his other Perfor. 
jimxces, the Image of Minerva at Athens, and of Jupiter 

,*.'[♦] 'i'^ Book of Homer, by rickelh 

^IH Ui Fragment, Polybii, p. 1015. Edit, Cafaub, ct Jipud Suid^m^ 

jvJ^J Injlit, L, xli. cap. 10. 
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ttOlympia, were evident Proofs; whofe Beauty, conti- 
nues he, feems to have added Reverence even to Religion 
itfelf, fo nigh does the Majefly of the Work approach to 
that of the Divinity. 

Before this Statue hung a Veil or Curtain, of Woollen 
Cloth, dyed in Phcenician Purple [3], and enriched with 
JJfyrian Embroidery; an Offering made by King Antia^ 
chus. This Curtain is not drawn up to the Roof, like 
that in the Temple of Diana at Efhefus^ but let down to 
the Pavement. 

I ihall not follow Paufanias any further, in his Accoilnt 
of the many rich Voti've Offerings or Donations, fent to 
Olympia from almoft all Parts 6^ the Heathen World, and 
lodged in or about the Temple and Altis of Jupiter Olym-- 
fius; or in the Temples of other Deities, and in Building* 
called Trea/urieSi erefted at Olympia by feveral. States, \ix 
order to receive and keep the Prefents, which at any Time 
they had vowed to Jupitir; and perhaps the Money dc- 
ftined to defray the Expence of the Sacrifices to be made 
at the folemn Feftival of the Oljmpick Games. The Rea- 
der, who is defirous of knowing more of thefe feveral 
Particulars, may find them in Paufanias ; a French Tran- 
slation of whofe Journey through Greece^ by the Abbe Ge^ 
doyuy was publifhed at Amfterdam^ in Four Vol. 0£bvo, ia 
1733. In the fame Author he may likewife fee a long 
Lift of Statues of Gods and Heroes, of Olympick Con- 
querors, Emperors^ and Kings, ^c. to give an Account 

[3] Pauf. Ibiii, 

of 
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of all which, wodd cany me too far from my Subjed, 
and fwell this Diflertation to an nnreafonable Bulk. It 
^nay be fofiicient to obferve, that their Nnmber was pro- 
digioas, and their Value almoft ineiHmable; as they wctt 
ipany of diem comppfed of the riched Materials, and 
made by the mod eminent Statuaries of Grua., What U 
bere faid in general, joined to the Deicription of the 
Statue of OljmfiMt Jupiter y the Mafter-piece of PbidUu^ 
and therefore very julUy efteem'd one of the Wonders of 
ibe World, may ferve to fhew how liberal and magnificent 
the Gtich were, in what related to the Worlhip of t}icir 
Gods; and to give us a juH Conception of the Pomp an4 
Splendor of the O^m^/Vi Games, the £rfl and the moft 
anguft of the /W Great Tefiiniah of Greece'^], by Way qf 
Eminence flyled Sacred; a Charader communicated' in 
^feme Degree to thofe, who obtained the Crowns in the 
ieveral Games, which were always exhibited in thefe re« 
ligious Solemnities. 

The Sacrifices offer'd to Jufiter upon his Fellival wer« 
anfwerable to all this Magnificence; I fay, the Sacrifices 
6ficr*d at the Time of the Celebration of the Olympick 
Games; for though the [5 J Eleans paid their Devotions 
to him every Day throughout the Year, yet Lucian afrurc3 
ns [6], that Jupiter was wont to take it very kindly, if a 
Stranger ofFer'd him any Sacrifice in the Intervals of thofe 
Games. However, it was then made up to him; for 

[4] The other three were the Pythian, Jflbmian, and Nmean 
Games, [5] Pauf, L. v, [6] De Sacris, 

then 
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1}ien not the EUans only, and the Candidates for tho 
Oh^pick Crown, bat all the principal Cities of Greece 
made their Offerings to the Olymfian Jupiter; as may bp 
collected from a PalTage of Plutarch, in his Life of Deme^ 
trius [7]- Thefe Offerings were committed to the Care 
and Con4u^ of Deputies folemnly appointed for that Oc- 
caiion, and named Tieori, How confiderable they were, 
yfc may, perhaps, in fome Meafure guefs from thofe pre* 
pared by Ja/ou;, againft the Celebration of the Pythian 
Games. This Ja/ofty by a Decree of all the People of 
nejfaly, had been appointed their General [8], a Dignity ^ 
, diifering in little, befides the Name, from that of Sove* 
areign: Upon the Approach of the Pythian Games, he or- 
dered, by a Proclamation, all his Cities to fat up fo many 
Oxen, Sheep, Goats, and Swine; and though he im- 
pofed but a moderate Quota upon every City, he got to- 
other above a Thoufand Oxen, and more than ten Timet 
as many fmaller Cattle. He promis'd likewife to re- 
ward with a Crown of Gold that Perfon, who fhould 
produce the fatteft Ox, fit to be put at the Head of fuch 

[7] That this was a general Cuftom obfenred by the Greth upoli 
their great Feftivals, as the Olymfick or Pythian Games, &€- is farther 
^evident from the following PaiTage of Livj, who, fpeaking of the 
Games that L, JEmilius Paulus celebrated at Amphipolh, after his 
Viftory over Perfeus, has thefe Words 5 Nam et artificium omnis generit 
qui ludicram artemfaciebant, ex toto orbe terrarum mukitudo, et atbleta- 
rum, et nobilium equorum cotivenit, et legatiottes cum vi&imis, et quidquid 
fliud Deorum, bominumque caufa fieri magnit Ludis in Gracia folei* 
Jj, xlv. c. 32. 

£8] Xen, G. Hift. L. ▼!, 

a Herd 
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a Herd of Vi^ims. I wOl not fay that the Offerings of 
every Cit)' in Greece were to be compared to this of ya/w. 
He reprefented all Thejhfy, and, as the Deputy or TMrm 
of a whole People, colle£led the Contributions of the fe- 
▼cral States or Cities. Athens perhaps, and the other 
principal States of Greece y might do the fame for all the 
Cities that were under their Jurifdiftions. There are alfi> . 
fbme private Reafons affigned, that may account for the 
extraordinary Preparations made by ^afon. He is (aid 
to have had fome Thoughts of afphing to prefide at thofe 
Games [9], and to hold, by his own Authority, the Fefti- 
▼al in Honour o^ Apollo, 

That private Perfons alfo, thofe efpecially who had 
gained the Honour of an Olympick Vidlory, fometimes 
made very fumptuous Sacrifices to Jupiter, may be in- 
ferred from vi'hat Atheneew relates of Alcihiades\ who, 
having gained the Firft, Second, and Fourth Prizes in 
the Chariot-Race, feafted the whole Multitude of Gre- 
aans, that were gathered together on the account of the 
Olympick Games, with theVi6iims ofFer'd to Jupiter. For 
at all great and foiemn Sacrifices the Vi^ims were gene- 
rally fhared among thofe who were invited to the Sacri- 
fice, only a fmall Portion of them being confumed upon 
the Altar. And it is probable, that all thofe, who from 
feveral Parts of the World were affembled on thefe Oc- 
cafions at Ohnplay were fubf fled chiefly by the Sacrifices 
provided by every City of Greece-, of one or other of 

[9] Xcn. L. vi. 

which 
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which every private Grecian had a natural Right to par^ 
take. This Confideration, added to the Motives of Re- 
ligion and Vanity, whofe Influence on the Grecians, ever 
reckoned a fuperilitious and oftentatious People, was al- 
ways very powerful, may induce us to conclude, that the 
whole Apparatus of the Sacrifices, furnifhed by every 
State, was, on this moil folemji Feitival, exceeding fump- 
tuous and magnificent. 

The principal Altar [i], upon which the Sacrifices to 
Jupiter were confumed, was placed in the mid-way be- 
tween the Temples of Juno and Pel(^s ; and was, by way 
of Eminence, dillinguifhed by the Name of the Aljtar of 
Olympian Jupiter. This Altar, as fome fay, was built by 
the Idaan Hercules ; or, as others, by the Heroes of the 
Country, about two Generations later. It was compofed 
(fays Paufanias) of the Aflies [2] of the Viftims, mixed 
np with the Waters of the River Alpbeus^ No other Wa- 
ter would do, as both Plutarch [3] and Paufanias pre- 
tend; the Scholiafl upon Pindar s Tenth Olympick Ode 
fays the fame Thing; and hence is inferred the great 
Afie£tion which Jupiter is faid to have had for that Ri- 
ver. Thefe Afhes were brought every Year on the 1 9'^ 
Qi March out of the Publick Hall, by the Priefts or>/«- 

[i] Pamf. L.V. 

[2] As the Altar could not be compofed entirely of that Materia!, 
Taufaniai can only mean in this Place, that it was daubed, or crufted 
over, with a kind of Mortar made of A/hes ; and, indeed^ he iboa 
after makes ufe of a Word which importt no more. 

[3] Plut.deOia<:. d«f. 
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^m[4]; who» tempering them wiA the Waters of jA 
fbem^ made a Sort of Plaifter, wherewith tkcy croflej 
Over die Altar. The whole Height of dils Altar wal 
twent7-two Feet; to die Top of which, where die ^^S&m 
were burnt, the Prieft afcended by Steps, cruiled over ia 
like Manner with A(hes, from the Plinth, or lower Bails, 
where the VifHms were brought and Hain : the Citcnm- 
ference of this Bafis was one hundred and twenty.five 
Feet, and to this they mounted by Steps of Stone. 

During the Time of Sacrifice the Altar was crownM 
widi a Garland made of the Branches of a wild 01ivc[5]. 

As it was not polfible to temper into Mortar die Afhes, 
widl which diis Altar was incrufted, with any other Wa- 
ter dian diat of Alpbeusy fo neither was it lawful to em- 
ploy in the burnt Sacrifices any other Wood than that dif 
the White Pop^^. The Original of this Cuftom is de- 
rived from Hercitiesy the Son of Alcmena^ who firft brought 
diat Tree into Greece^ and made ufe of that Wood only in 
die Sacrifices, which he offered to Olympian Jupiter, A* 
mong die Minifters or Servants of the Altar there wat 
oiie, whofe Bufinefs it was to furniih thofe who came to 
facrifice, as well Cities as private People, with thefe holy 
•Faggots, at a certain Price. 

Befides this Statue and Altar thus peculiarly bdonging 
to the Olympian Jupiter^ there were many more, both Al- 
tars and Statues, ereded to the fame God, under difFe- 
rent Appellations \ but as they have no Relation to the 

[4] Pauf. L, T. £5] Ibid. 

Olympick 
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blymplck Games^ I fhall pafs on (without taking any &** 
ther Notice of them) to fome others, that always bore a 
Part in the Soltonities of this Feilival. The Chief o^ 
thefe were fix Altars, confecrated [6] by H$rcuks to 
Twelve Gods, who were ali^ays worfhipped, two at eadi 
Altar, by the Conquerors iii the Olymfick Games. The 
£rf!: Altar was dedicated to Jupiter and Neptune^ the &- 
cond to Juno and Minerva, the third to Mercury anil 
Apolloy the fourth to Bacchus and the Gracesy the fifth t& 
Diana atid AJpheus, the fiicth to Saturn and Uea. . 

There were, befides, feveral other Altars, upon whicfc 
the "Eleam facrificed on thefe Occafions ; whoie Names, 
as well as the Order of the Sacrifices, may be feen lii 
Vaufamas. To thefe may be added others, upon which^ 
it is reafonable to fuppofe, fome or other of the Compc 
titors for the Olytnpick Olive made their Offerings, accords 
ing as the Office of the feveral Divinities, to whom they' 
were confecrated, related to the Exercifes, in which thcjr 
were feverally to e^igage. Of this Number was the Al^i' 
tar of Mercury y call'd Enagomus, from has prefiding ova 
the Gymnaflick Exercifes; this, with another facred ta 
Opportumtyj was placed near the Entrance of the Stadium^ 
The Altar of the Nymphs, (hmamed CaUifiephani, or the 
Nymphs prefiding over die Crowns of Viftory. The Al- 
tars of Good Fortune y of Viftory, of TaraxippuSf of Neftune, 
of Cajhr and Pollux, and many others. And, indeed, 
there was not a Deity in the whole Grecian Calendar, 

[6] Sckol. ad Find, Olym. Od. 6, 

who 
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who had not either a Temple or an Altar ere£ied in tht 
Altis^ or facred Territory, oi Jupiter: as if the Eieam had 
xefolved that their Jupiter ihould be in every Thing the 
Copy of Jupiter in Homer i and appear at Olympia wdi 
as large a Train of Deities, as was accuftom'd to attend 
his Summons upon Mount Olympus [7]. 

The Ecechiria, or CefTation of Arms, which always 
accompanied the Celebration of the OIy?nfick Games, 
comes properly under the Head of Religion, as it owed 
Its Original to the Authority of the Delphick Oracle, and 
the religious Stridinefs, with which it feems in xnoft In- 
((ances to have been obferved, to the pious Refpedl and 
Veneration with which the Greeks regarded the augufl So- 
lenmity of the Olympick Feflival. All the Cities o£ Greece, 
as I have already ihewn, paid their Devotions to Jupiter 
upon this Feflival ; which, however, in the Time of War 
Tome of them muft have been neceflltated to negle«Sl, had 
not the God open'd the Paflages to his Altar, and allowed 
a Safe-condudl to his Votaries, by enjoining a Forbearance 
of Hoftilities to all thofe, who were willing to partake of 
the Games inftituted to his Honour. 
' It appears from a Paffage of Thucydides, which I ihall 
produce in a following Section, that the Eleans firft pro- 
claimed this CefTation of Arms in their own Territories, 
and then in the Cities of thofe States with whom they 
were at War; and that it took Place from the Time of 
•the firfl Proclamation of it at Elis, This was the Method 

[7] See //;Wxx. 

when 
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when the Eleans themfelves happened to be engaged in a 
War; and I fuppofe that the fame Method was ob- 
ferved, even when the Eleans were at Peace ; the CeiTation 
was proclaimed firil in EUs^ and then in thofe States, 
which were at War with each other^ who were obliged 
to forbear all A£b of Hoftility from the Date of that Pro- 
clamation; which might eaiUy have been known> if the 
Duration of this Trace was' fixed and certain, as mod 
probably it was. But, upon both thefe Points, we are 
reduced to mere Conjedure ; no ancient Writer, that I 
know of, having given us any clear Account of eitherl 
The Games, fb*i6Uy fpeaking, held but five Days ; but 
the Candidates for the Olyptpick Crown were obliged to 
repair to Elis at leaft thirty Days before the Games ; yet, 
I think, it cannot from thence be certainly inferred, that 
the Ceflation commenced thirty Days before that Fefti- 
val : though, if it did not, we mufl fuppofe that a free 
PafTage was granted, on all Sides, to thofe who had en- 
tered their Names as Candidates for the Olympkk Crown; 
which they were obliged to do, fome Time before they 
repaired in Perfon to Elis, Perhaps a carefuU Exami- 
nation of the Progrefs of the Peloponnejian War, a minute 
Detail of which is given by Thucydidesy might throw fome 
Light upon this Matter ; but as I have not Leifure fqt 
fuch an Inquiry, I fhall leave it to thofe, who may think 
it worth the while to engage in it. [8] A Ceffation of 
Hoflilities fbr fome Time, both before and after the 

[8] See Thucyd. L. v, c. 49. 
Vol. II. C Olympick 
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O^Mt^i Games, was doabdefi neceffiuy; afidllieAd'* 
vantages accruing from k to the whole Gredmm Knk 
were ib apparent and fi> confiderable^ d»t tte fitei 
thought proper to diftinguHh j^'/kt, the Audior of it, fajr 
creding a Statue to him, even in the Temple aiOfymfim 
Jt^ttTf with anodier emUematical Fignie (finr fol take 
it to have been) of a Woman named Ec§ekifim {9, GnA 
Wofd, fignifyiag a Otffatiom rf Arm) placng a Crown 
vpon his Head. 

Though, widi reaped to die other States ofGrteet^f^ 
Tranquillity enaded by die Laws of the Oipmfitk G«flKi 
was but Ihortand temporary, the Peq>le of EHs had It in 
dieir Power to enjoy the Felicity even of a perpetnl 
Peace, had they been wife enough to know how to afe or 
value their Immunities. War could never approach tfaenr 
Territories, without drawing down upon die lavad^ [9] 
the Vengeance of Jufiter, For Oxylusy being by die 
HeracHdis re-inftated in EHs, die Kingdom of his An- 
ceftors, and appointed Guardian, or Curator, of the Tem- 
ple of Jupiter Oljmpiust obtained of them, under the 
SandUon of an Oath, that the whole Diftria of EHs ihoold 
be confecrated to Jufiter ; and that not only thoie who 
Ihould invade it, but thofe alfo who ihould not defend it 
when invaded, fhould be deemed accurfed. Hence it 
came to pafs, that the ^kam not only negleded to fcnrtify 
Elii and their other Towns, but gave themfelves up io 
entirely to Agriculture and the Pleafures of a Country 

[9] Strabo, L, viii, 
I Life, 
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xifc, that how wealthy foevtt dvey were grown, they 
fcould not. Us PofyUus dbferves, be drawn from thenqe 
[ I ] to inhabit their Towns. The.Confeqnence was, duit 
EUs indeed grew rich and populous, but as at the faine 
Time it lay naked and defencelefs, thoie Riches ierved 
only to invite an.Eneikiy^ and that Popiilouihefs did but 
augment the Calamity of War; which, neverdiek^; 
would hardly have fallen upon them, had they not, «f 
their own Accord, departed J&om the Sandi^ of their 
Charader -, and broken down thofe J^ences of Religiooi, 
which the Oracle, and the general Confent of all Gri$ce 
rliad planted round them« They could not, it>feem^, .be 
contented with Peace, though the greateil of all Bleffing?'^ 
while it fhackled their Ambition ; nor were they wiUii^ 
to provide fuiEciently againft a War, at the Expence ®f 
forfaking their old Manner of living ; to jyhich, even in 
the midft of War, they were entirely addided : they 
were, therefore^ very yugiy cenfiired by that wife Hiftorian^ 
for having fo inconfiderately loft their Immunities ; and 
very wifely admoniihsd by him, to retire once more with- 
. in' that Magick Circle, which> in his Opinion, none would 
have been fiiflfered to pafs over with Impunity, had any 
one been daring and impious enough to have attempted it. 
They enjoyed their Tranquillity, however, for a con- 
fid^ableTime, with fome fewltntetruptions ; occafioned 
by a Diipiite between them, the Ps/eans, and Arcadian^ 
^ jelating to the Superintendency of die O^^^/V^ Games [2]. 

[i] Ub.ir. [a] Pa»f. J*, v, 

C 2 Yet 
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Yet fo great a Regard did the Gredans in general pay to 
thefe holy People [3], that when any Titx)p8 were to 
inarch through their Territories, upon their enterii^ into 
the Borders of the Ekofu, they delivered up their Axm%, 
which were reftored to them again upon their qnitd]^ 
that Country [4]. This State of Security and Peace, 
while the other Cities of Greece were confounding and de- 
ffaroying each other with mutual and inteftine Wars [5}, 
was accompanied with great Simplicity and Innocence of 
Manners, the ufual Attendants of a Country Life ; and 
£///, the Earthly Kingdom of Jupiter^ feems in this Point 
alfo to have refembled his heavenly Dominions ; fron 
whence, as we are told by H<imer [6], that Deity had for 
ever baniflied Ate^ the Goddefs of Difcord and Injuflice.' 

[3] Pauf. Lib. XV. [4] Strab. L. viii. [5] Polyb. L.iv. 

[6] Iliad T. Pope's H. xix. 

SECTION IV. 
Of the Olympiad. 

THOUGH the great Advantages accruing to Hi- 
ftory from the Inftitution of the Olympiad be uni- 
verfally acknowledged, yet hav& Hiftorians taken no No- 
tice of its Original. They have told us, indeed, that it 
was infHtuted by Iphitus^ and that it was a Period or Cy- 
cle of four Years. The ridiculous Reafon afligned for it 
by Taufamasy would induce one to believe that they knew 
no more j and yet it is certain, that the Tetraeteris, or 

Period 
2 
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Period of four Years, was almofl as old as the Religions 
of Greece, being ufed in divers of their Sacra, or Religious 
Feftivals [i ] ; as the Panathemta, Mufiea, and many other, 
befides the Ofymfick Games. The Silence of the ancient 
Hiftorians upon this Point is fo remarkable, that a learn- 
ed Modem [2], who has been at infinite Pains to fettle 
the Chronology of the Ancients, takes great Glory to 
himfelf for having difcovered the true Source of this fa- 
cred Period ; and unravelled all the Intricacies of the 
Olympiad, From him, therefore, I fhall borrow chiefly 
what I have to fay upon this Head. 

The Greeks, inquiring of the Delphick Oracle concerning 
their folemn Feafts and Sacrifices, received for Anfwer, 
that they would do well to facrifice xold^ tot, Ilar^ia, jcJ 
naioi T^ta, according to the Cufiom of their Fathers, and ac- 
cording to ^hree Things, Which laft Words they inter- 
preted to fignify Days, Months, and Years. They ac- 
cordingly fet themfelves about regulating their Years by 
the Sun, and their Months and Days by the Appearances 
of the Moon [3]. By this Method, they were in hopes 
fo to order their Feftivals, ^and Times of Sacrifice, as al- 
ways to make their Offerings predfely upon the fame 
Days, and the fame Months in t^ Year ; which, they 
imagined, would be pleafing and |mptable to the Gods, 
and confequently believed that to be the Intention of the 



[i] Sir I. Ncwton*8 Chronj p. 75. [2] Jo. Scaligcr, Animad. 
id Euf. Chron, No, IA41. [3] Gemlnus apud Sir I. Newton, 

Chron, p. 72. 

C 3 Oracle. 
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Qrade, This, however, could only happen whente 
foUHcial Converfions of the Sun, tnd the .^qninoQiali 
Ihould retuni to the fame Places in the Calendar- Year. 
After tiying in vain many Forms and Combinations of 
Years, in order to fulfill the Oracle, they at length hit 
upon one, which feemed to them admirably calculated to 
folve all Difficulties, and anfwer their Porpofe. Their 
Year was made to confift of 360 Days, *with two addi* 
tional Days ; and their Months of thirty Days each ; 
fiom one of which, however, in the Courfe of four Yearit 
they took a Day ; by this means their Tttraeteris amonnt- 
ed to 1447 Days. Sometimes a whole Month was inter- 
calated, and then the Tetraeteris confifled of 1477 Days. 
And thus they flattered themfelves that they had punctu- 
ally fulfilled the Oracle ; for they facrificed according to 
the Year and the Month, becaufe the Month was fidl, as 
confining of thirty Days ; and the Years thus made up of 
complete Months, by means of thefe Intercalations, re- 
turned to their Beginnings, at leafl pretty near the Matter. 
And this is the Reafon that the great Feftivals of the 
Greeks were folemnized every fifth Year, after an Interval - 
of four complete Years 1 as, for Example, the Panathen^ea 
at Athens^ and the Oh^kk Games in E&s, which were 
celebrated every fiftKVear upon the Full of the Moon. 
This laft Circumftance Pindar [4] alone hath difcovered 
to us ; and his Scholiaft at the fame Time informs us, 
that thpfe Games were fbmetimes celebrated in the nine 

[4] Olym. Ode 3. 

and 
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and fortieth^ and fometimes in the fiftieth Month ; that 
is^ fometimes in the Month which the Eieans call AfoUo^ 
mm i and fomedmes in that named by them J^artbemus ; 
which feem to anfwer to our Months ofjufy and AuguJK 
AccoFiJihgly we find by $ca/igfr*s Tajbles, that the Oi^m^ 
fick New Moon fell fometimes in the Middle^ or latter 
£nd, ofjufy^zmi fometimes in the Beginning o^Augufi^ 
£br that Feitival never preceded the Summer Solfliice f 
which the Ancients placed, always upon the 9^^ of Jtdy^ 
fo that the Oipnfick Moon was the is^ New Moon afiec 
the Summer Solflice, This gave Birth to the intercalary 
Month, and occaiioned the Variation ia the T^rtuterU^ 
V^hich confificd fometimes of forty-eight Months, and 
fometimes of fi^rty-nine. 

This is the Dodbrine of the Olymfiady without a perfefb 
Kjiowkdge of which, it will be but Labour loft, fays 
$caUg£r, to go about fettling the Grecian Chronology. 

And indeed, as the Olympiad is the only ^r^ which 
the Greek Writers make ufe of, it will be difficult for a 
Man to underftand the Dates of Fads mentioned by their 
Hiftorians, or to accommodate their Chronology to that 
of other Nations, without his previonily knowing both 
the precife Time of the Year on which every new Olym' 
fiad began, and the Number of Years and Months of 
^hich that Period confifted, 

But how neceilary a thoroo^ Uaderftanding of the 

Ofymfiad is to thofe in particular, who engage in chro- 

mdQgical Iiiquiriesj may be eafily imagined from its great 

C 4 Ufefulnefs 
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Ufefulnefs in fuch Kind of Searches -, the ConfideratioA 
of which tranfported the great Scaliger almoft beyond his 
Senfe and Reafon. For having purfued his Inquiry from 
the firil Original^ or Chaos, if I may fo fpeak» of Hifioiy» 
amid the G^mmerings of an ambiguous and allegorical 
Tradition $ the Monflers of a fabulous and Hieroglyphidc 
Age, and the devious and perplexed Conjedhires of Chro- 
nologies, coming at laft to the Olympiadsy like one, who, 
after having wandered all Night in a wide and pathleis 
Foreft, unexpedtedly difcovers, at Break of Day, a fiur 
and open Caufeway leading through a rich and cultivated 
Country, thick fet with Towns and Villages, breaks out 
into the following Rapture: "O! how fortunate is it, 
** that the ancient Greeks fhould take it into their Heads 
** to celebrate, with fo much Devotion, every fifth Year, 
'* their Olymfick Games. Hail I venerable Olympiad i 
'* thou Guardian of Dates and iEras I Affertrix of hiilo- 
•* rical Truth, and Curb of the fanatical Licentioufhefs 
** of Chronologifts ! Were it not for thee, all things 
«* would ftill be covered under the black Veil of Dark- 
'* nefs ; iince there are many, even at this Day, whofe 
<* Eyes are dazzled and blinded at thy Luftre ! By thy 
** means, not thofe things only, that have happened iince 
** thy Inftitution, but thofe alfo that were done before 
** thee, are brought to light ; as the Deftrudion of Troy, 
♦' the Return of the HeracUdes, the lonick Migration, and 
'* many other ; for the Knowledge of which we are in- 
^' dcbted to thy divine AfEftance i by the H^lp of which, 

" alfo. 
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? alfo, we are enabled to fix the Dates and Epochas of 
" the holy Scriptures ; notwithftanding what filly and 
" ignorant People advance, who fay, that without the 
" holy Scriptures there would be no coming at the 
" Knowledge of thy Epocha ; than which^othing can 
*' be imagined more abfurd and monibous."* 

But notwithflanding this enthufiailick Exclamation, 
Chronologers are far from being agreed about the pre-' 
cife Time, upon which the Olympiads began ; fome dating 
them from the Vidlory of Corabus the EUan, and others 
[5] throwing their Original thirteen, and even eight and 
^enty Olympiads backwarder. But this was done by the 
artificial Chronologers, who, to accommodate the Olym^ 
piads to their Syflems and Computations, have added to 
their Antiquity 1 1 2 Years, as Sir 1. Nekton [6] obferves. 
This great Man has thought it worth his while to exa- 
mine their Hypothefis, and to endeavour to eflablifh th*e 
old Chronology upon furer and better Principles. I will 
not prefume to fay whether he has fucceeded in his En- 
deavours or not : that muil be decided by far much abler 
and more learned Men. In the mean time, I think it a 
piece of Homage due to the acknowledged Supremacy, 
if I may fo fpeak, of his Abilities, from one, who in thi« 
Cafe muft fubmit to the Authority of others, to prefer the 
Autliority of Sir I.Newton^ before that of any other Name 
JA the World. 

[5] Euf. Chron, [6] Chron. p. J7, 

Chrono- 
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Cbronologifbyhowever, in all their Compntatioiis Mgjn& 
to reckon downward from that Olympiad in which Ctrm* 
hs the EUan was Conqueror ; with whom alfo the Lift 
of Conquerors begins. This Lift is very ufeful, fiace 
the Grak Writers frequently mark the Ofyn^iad hy ao 
other Defignadon than the Name of the Conqueror. 

Before I conclude this Sedion, it will not be amiis ta 
take Notice, that Eufebius tells as from Africamuy that thtf 
Word Olympian in the JEgypiioM Language, fignifies the 
Moon; which was fo called, becanfe once in eveiy- 
Month (be runs through the ZodUuk nam^d Oljmfms l^ 
the old jEgypians. This Etymology of the Ofyifimig 
though mentioned by no other Author, will appear lli0 
more probable, when we confider that the Ofymfiai wflift^-, 
a Lunar Cycle, correded, indeed, by the Courfe of A^^' 
Sun ; and that the Greeks had their Tetraeteris Bnmfy 
'^ffptly']; out of which fertile Nurfery they likewV 
originally tranfplanted their Arts and Sciences, did 
Learning and Philofophy, their Religion and their Qodi, 
[7] See Scaliger in Euf. Chron. and Newton^s Chron. 

SECTION V. . 
Of the Hellanodicks^ or Prefidcnls of 
Olympick Games. 

THE Right of prefiding at the Olympuk Our 
attended with fuch Dignity and Pcwqf, ^ 
J/ftww, who had been in PoiTeffion of it cve» t^ 
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Time of Iphitus^ were more than once obliged to maii^^ 
tain their Title by Force of Arms againft their Neigh- 
bours and Rivals, the Pifieans and ArcaMam: whofe Pre- 
^eniions, though founded, as Diodorus Sictdus [i] obferves, 
upon no better Authorities than old Fables a|^d antiquat* 
ed Precedents, were yet eileemed, by thefe envious or, 
ambkious People, fufiicient to authorize a War, andiu& tf^ 
their breaking through thofe facred Laws, which enjoin- 
ed a Ceflation of Arms to all the States of Greece, 
during the Ofymfick Feftival [2] : for in one of thefe Quar- 
rels, the Fifaans^ joining with the Arcadians y who were 
then at War with the Eleans^ entered the Territories of 
£/fx at the very Time of the Celebration of the Olympick 
pames, and being met by the Eleans, who immediately 
took to their Arms, there enfued a very fharp Engage- 
ment, in the View of all the Grecians, who were affem- 
bled from all Parts to fee the Games ; and who flood 
peaceably and aleof from Danger, with their Garlands 
>ipon their Heads, looking upon the Battle ; and diflin- 
guifhing, by Acclamations and Applaufes, every Adlion 
q^ Bravery on either Side. The Pifieansy in the Con- 
clufion having obtained the Vi£lory, prelided for that 
Time over the Solemnity; but the Eieans, afterwards re- 
covering their Privilege, left that Olympiad out of their 
Regifter. They had twice or thrice before obliterated, 
in like Manner thofe Olympiads, in which the Pifaans had 
prefided j 'tffl irritated at length by the frequent Revival 

[i] Lib. XV. c. ^i [2] Ibid. 

of 
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of thcfe groundlefs Prctenfions, fupportcd only by Vio- 
knce, they, in their Tum> made an Irraption into die 
Country of the Pif^eans^ and defboyed the City of Pifo (b 
■tterly, that Paufanias fays, in his Time there was not fii 
much as a Ruin remaining ; the whole Space of Ground, 
upon which that City had flood, being converted into a 
Vineyard. The City of Ofympia, indeed, was in the Ter- 
ritory of the Ptfieans [3], but was taken from them by the 
HeracHdes ; (who, upon their Return, made a new Divifion 
of the Pelopomefus) and was given to the Eleans. The 
Pifaans might from hence derive a Claim to Ofyn^a^ but 
could never found any Right of fuperintending thofe 
Games, of which the EUans were the Founders, as StnA^ 
obferves, and over which they were appointed to prefide 
by the exprefs Commands of the Delphick Oracle. 

The Office of Hellamdick, or Prefident, was at firft 
cxercifed by Iphitus alone [4] ; and continued for the 
Space of 200 Years to be executed by a fingle Peribn, 
who was always of the Family ofOxy/us: but in the 50* 
Olympiad the Superintendency of the Games was com* 
mitted to Two, chofen by Lot out of the whole Body of 
the Eleans 5 and in the jf^^ the Number was increafcd to 
Nine; Three of which had the Direftion of the Eque- 
ftrian Exercifes, Three prefided at the Pentathlon, and 
the remaining Three had the Infpeaion of the other 
Games. Two Olympiads after, a Tenth was added ; and 
in the 103^^ Olympiad^ the College of Hellanodicks confifted 
[3] Strab. L. viii, [4] Pauf. L. v. 

of 
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of Twelve, anfwering to the Tribes of the Eleansy out of 
each of which was chofen one HellanoMcL The Area- 
dians fhortly after, having vanquifhed the Eleansy took 
from them part of their Territory; by which means the 
Number of their Tribes, and that of the Hellano£cksy was 
reduced to Eight; but in the 108'^ Oiym^adikty returned 
to the former Number of Ten, and kept to it ever after. 

I cannot find precifely, at what Time the HelUmodicks 
entered into Office ; nor how long they continued in it. 
Paufanias [5] informs us, that for ten Months preceding 
the Games they dwelt together at EUs in a Houfe ap- 
pointed for them, and from thence called the HelUmo^ 
£ceum: at which Time, I think, one may very reafonably 
fix the Date of their Commiflion. Thefe ten Months 
they employed in qualifying themfelves for the high and 
important Character of Judges of all Greecey as their Ti- 
tle, imports : for which End they were carefully inftruded 
in every Particular of their Duty by a Set of Officers, 
called the Guardians of the Laws ; and attended daily in 

• the Gymnafmm upon the preparatory Exercifes of all thofe, 
who were admitted to be Candidates for the Olympkk 
Crown. Thefe were obliged to enter their Names at 
kail ten Months before that Feilival, and to employ Part, 
if not the whole, of that Time at EUs^ in exercifmg them- 

:^filv€S i U' fludl be fet forth more fully in a following 
- Sedion. This Time of Preparation was not more fervice- 

• able to the Candidates than to the Hellamdkks themfelves; 

[5] Lib. vi. 

who 
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who were by thefe Means fiimUhed with frequent Oppor 
tunides of trying their own Abilities, exerting dieir An- 
thority, and Aiding^ as it were, imperceptibly into tlK 
Exercife of that Office, which, as it placed them upon a 
Tribunal to whidi all Greece was ftibjed^ expofed them 
at the fame Time to the Obiervation and Scratiny of i 
moft awful and innumerable Ailembly, whofe Ceafive 
diey could not hope to efcape^ but by the ftriAeft«nd 
moft exsL&. Impartiality. 

But as there are other Requifites ttnvards the obtaining 
Uie Chara£ber of a wife and impartial Judge, befides dtt 
Knowledge and Pradice of the Laws, the HeUamdtf^ 
took all imaginable Precatitions to keep their JudgmMW 
from any Biafs, by prohibiting any of their CoUe 
from contending in the Eqtxeifaian Exercifes ; by i 
it a Law to themfelvesi not to open any of die i 
mendatory Letters brought to them by the Atbietes ^^ 
tcr the Conteft was over ; and by laying themfelves-iii^ 
der the Obligation of an Oath^ to proceed accordii^ 
the firidefl Equity in thofe Cafes, wherein they wer 
to the Direction of their Confciences alone [6]; 
Oath was adminiftered to them in the Senate-Houfe » 
Eleans, before the Statue of Jufiter Hordus^ lipov 
finiihing the Examination of the Boys, and the mm 
Horfesy that offered themfelves to contend in die ' 
Stadium ; the Reafon of which ihall be affignf 
other Place. That they were fwom aUb upon 

[6] Pauf, L. V. 
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tering into Ofice is very probable, tfaongh not mentioned 
by any Anchor. Another Check npon the Hellanodickt 
was the Liberty allowed to any one who thought himietf 
aggrieved^ of appealing horn their Sentence to the Senate 
of E&s ; an Inflance of which is to be met with in Pau- 
Jamas, Et^oiimm^ an Elean^ having been declared Vidor 
in the Foot-Race by two of the three HtUanodicks^ who 
prefided over that Exercife, and the third having given 
Sentence in Favour of His Antagonift, Lew oiAmlnacia^ 
Leon appealed to the Senate of Etis, and accufed the two 
HellamScks of Corruption. It appears^ however, that 
their Sentence was rati£ed by the Senate ; flnce we £nd 
the Name of Eupoiimus in the Lifl of Conqnerors, and an 
Account in Paufamas of a Statue eredled to him in Olymfia^ 
Their allowing their Countrymen to difpnte the Prize 
with thofe of other Nations, was obje^ed to the Eleam 
by a King oi Mgyft [7], to whom, in the Pride of their 
Integrity, they had fent an Emba^y to give an Account 
of the Olympick Games ; and to fet forth the confummate 
Equity of the Laws and Ordinances of that Inllitution. 
That Monarch was perfuaded they could never preferve 
their boafted Impartiality, when the Glory of one of their 
own Countiymen came into Competition with that of a 
Stranger; and therefore advifed them to amend their 
Inftitution, by excluding all Eleans: but they did not think 
£t to follow his Advice ; and aflured themfelves, per- 
haps, that over and above the particular and private Ob» 

I7] Herodot. L. ii. 

ligations 
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ligations of Confcience, Intereft, and Honour, the Con* 
fideradon of the greater Glory, that wonld accrue to 
dieir Country from a difinterefted and univerfal Impar- 
tiality in their Awards, would more than countervail the 
Advantages, whether publick or private, which might 
arifc from the Vidory or Renown of one of their Coun- 
trymen. However they might reafon, they moft certainly 
a£led well ; as may be inferred no lefs from the con- 
current Teflimony, than from the abfblute Submiffion of 
all Greece to their Authority and Decrees. 

The Direction and ordering of all Matters relating to 
the Ofympick Fcftival, the proclaiming the CeiTation of 
Arms, the excluding from the Sacrifices thofe, who hauL 
incurred the Penalty of Excommunication by refufing Co*> 
fubmit to their Cenfures j the increafing or dimini(hin§.. 
die Number of the Exercifes, £5fr. belonged, as I ima^ 
gine, to the Hillamdicks as well as the fuperintending the ' 
Games, and bellowing the Olive-Crown ; for I under* 
ftand thofe Authors, who attribute thefe Powers, to tli^ 
Eleans in general, to mean the Hellanodicks, who were, fan 
that Time and Occafion, the Delegates and Reprefen* 
tatives of the Eleans, 

This Power of excommunicating thofe who were re- 
fradory or contuniacious, which feems to have, beea 
exercifed upon whole Nations, rather than pardcolair 
Perfons, gave the HeUanodicks great Dignity and Aadia- 
rity among the feveral People of Greece ; as the CQzpQnl 
Puniihments and pqcuniary Penalties inilidled by their 

Orden 
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Orders upon private Ofienders, held even the greateft in 
dread of infringing die Olymfick Laws ; and kept in Or- 
der that vaft Afltmbly^ which was. compofed of Men of 
all Ranks and Degrees^ and of every Region and Colony 
of Gritci4 

That the Helkmodickss in the ptiblick Execution of their 
Office^ were doathed in Purple Robes^ and carried in 
their Hands that ufual Enfign of Magiibacy^ a Wand> or 
8ceptre» feems very probable, from ieveral Paflages col- 
ledied by Faber, in his Jgomfiicon [8] ; who would infer^ 
likewife> from fome other Paflag«s cited by him, that 
they wore Crowns ; which I will not difpute any other- 
wife than by obferving, that from one of thofe Paflages^ 
which I have quoted at the Beginning of this Sedion, it 
appears, that all the Grecians who aflUted at the Ofympick 
Games, were adorned with Crowns, or Garlands ; and, 
I believe, that Ornament was generally worn by all who 
attended at any publick Sacrifice. 

The HeUamtBch took their Stations at different Parts of 
the StiuUumt By the HiUanoMch in this Place, I mean 
thofe Committees of them, if I may (o (peak, who were 
af^inted Co fuperintend the feveral Exercifes i who were 
confequently obliged to attend them, in thofe Parts of the 
Stadium where they were e^dsibited. The others, I fup- 
pofe, remained in their proper Place [9], over-againU the 
Prieftefs of Certs. The fenior Hellatiodick had the Prece* 
dency of the reft. 

[8] Lib. i, [9] Pauf. L. ▼!. 

Vol. It. D I fliall 
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i (hall not detain the Redder with enumerating the 
fubordinate Officers; they will be occafionally introduced 
in the following Se6lions : but (hall proceed to exemplify 
the Authority of this high Tribunal, and the Regard paid 
to it by all Greeccy from one or two Inftances mentioned 
by the Hiftorians. 

The firft I fhall borrow from Paufamas [i]. CaUppus^ 
an Athenian, having been convifted of corrupting widi 
Money his Adverfaries in the Exercife of the Pefaaihlou^ 
the Hellanodtcks impofed a confiderable Fine upon each of 
the Offenders : the Atheniansy being informed of this Sen- 
tence, out of Regard to their Fellow-Citizen deputed Ify^ 
feridesy one of their greateft Orators, to go to the Elemu^ ■ 
and intreat them to remit the Fine : but they were not to 
be moved, either by the Rhetorick of Hyperides or thitf. 
Haughtinefs of the Athenians ; who, with great Difilaiiy 
refufed to fubmit to the Decree, though for that RefiiiU: 
they were excluded the Olymfick Games, *till they wen 
told by the Delphick Oracle, that the God would not 
vouchfafe them any Anfwer to their Inquiries, unlefi tlMjr 
paid the Penalty demanded by t\ie Eleans, The^Aiv* 
/I'tans fubmitted, and the Elemis with the Money etcAod 
fix Statues to Olympick Jupiter. , 

The next is taken out of Thueydidesy and though fiime- 
what long, tends to illuftrate fo many Particulars rebtiog 
to my Subjcft, that I cannot forbear inferting it at largs. 

[ijLib.v. 

This 
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This Summer were celebrated the Oiympick Games ; in 
which Andr9fibirusy the Arcadian^ bore away the Prize for 
the firft Time in the Pancratium ; and the Laced/emoraant 
were by the Eleaus excluded the Feftival ; and not per^ 
mitted'eitherto facrifice or contend in the Games, be- 
cauiib they refufed to pay the Penalty, which the Eleans, 
agreeably to the Oiympick Laws, had impofed upon them, 
for having attacked a certain Caitie named Pbyrcus^ and 
put Soldiers into Lepreus during the Ofyf^ick Truce. The 
Lacediemonians on their part alTerted, by their Ambaflk- 
dors, that they were condemned unjuiUy ; alledging, that 
the Truce had not been notified in Sfartay at the Time of 
their fending their Troops to Lepreus, The Eleans on 
the other hand pretended, that the Truce had at that very * 
Time taken place with them ; that they always proclaim 
it firft in their own Territories ; and that having, under 
the Sandion of that Truce, laid down their Arms, and 
expeded no farther Hoftilities, the Laced^gmofdans had 
taken that Opportunity to do them an Injury, as it were, 
by Stealth. In ahfwer to this, it was urged by the Lace^ 
damomanst that the Eleaus, after they had thought them* 
felves injured by the Lacedtemeniaus, ought not to have 
notified the Truce at all at Sparta ; which neverthelefs, as 
if they had then no fuch Opinion of ike Matter, they 
had done, after which Notification the Lacedemom'aus 
had not committed any Hoftilides. But the Eleaus ftili 
adhered to their Decree, and would never be induced to 
cwn that the Laced<mmans had done them no Wrong. 
JD z They 
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They oflTcrcd, however, if they would deliver up Ltfrmi^ 

to remit their own Share of the Fine, and to lay dowa 

for them that Portion of it which bdoiq^ed to yt^ittt. 

The Lmced^enumam not confenting to dib Propofid, lie 

EleoHs farther offered, that the Lmad^nmmmu fhcmld aoc 

be obliged to deliver ttp Lepnusy contrary to thdr lodi- 

nadons, provided they would go np to the Altar of Ojps- 

fitm J9pittr^ fince diey were fo defiroiu of partaking ii 

the Sacrifice, and there, in the Prefence of all the GnA^ 

fwear that they would afterwards pay the Penalty im* 

pofed upon them. But neither to this l^opofid wodd 

the LactJUttnomans agree ; wherefore they were excluded 

the Feftival, the Sacrifices, and the Games; and made 

' the accuftomed Oflerings to Olymfian Jvpiter in their own 

Territories, while all the other Sutes of Gmce, except 

diat of Lifnrn^ fent their Offerings by a fdemn DepO'. 

tation to Olymfia. The Eleans^ however, fearing the 

Laced^emoniaiu might attempt by open Violence to per* 

form their Sacrifices, kept their young Men under Anni 

upon confbint Guard ; to whofe Afiifbmce the City of 

Jrgos fent a thoufand Soldiers, and MoMtinea another 

thoufand ; there were alfo fome Athenian Horfe qoarteied 

in Argos during the Feftival. 

There happened alfo another CircnmAance, whidt 
put the whole Afifembly into a great Conftemation» left 
the Lactdatrtomans fhould fall upon them. One Licbm^ a 
Laced^emomoHy the Son oi Arcefilausy was fcourged pub- 
lickly in the Stadium by the Ofiicers appointed for that 
\ Purpofe^ 
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Furpofe ; becaafe^ his Chariot hayiB|( obtained the Vi£to. 
ly, and having in the Proclamation of the Conquerors 
been declared to belong to iheTMmu (the Lactdttmomans 
being at that Time excluded the Games) he had entered 
the StaMumy and with his own Hand placed a Chaplet on 
the Head of his Charioteer ; giving to underftand by that 
A^on, that the Chariot belonged to him. Every Body 
therefore was exceedingly alarmed ; and concluded that 
this Affair would have feme very extraordinary Con- 
fequence. The Lacedaemonians^ however, kept quiet ; and 
the Feflival pafled over without any Diflurbance. 

I fhall dofe this Section with an Obfervadon, that 
arifes naturally horn thefe two laft cited Parages, fviz* 
That the great Dignity and Authority of the Hellamdicks 
was founded folely upon this Power of Excommunication ; 
in the Exercife of which, however derived to them at the 
Beginning, they were fupported by the joint Concurrence 
of the Gods, as well as of the Men of Gruce, On the 
one hand we behold the States tXAthtm^ Argos, and Man- 
, tineay fending Troops to maintain their Sentence againfl 
the Lacedammans ; and the Delpbick Oracle, on the other, 
refu^g to give any Anfwers to the Jibmans^ till the Fine 
impofed by the Hellamdicks upon one of their Citizens, 
was difcharged. Thus were the twor'Sioil powerful and 
martial States of Greece fubjeded, in their Turns, to 
the Authority of a petty and unwarlike People ; which, 
poffibly, we (hould have fome Difficulty to believe, were 
there not many modem Examples .of mightier, if not 

P 3 wjfer 
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wifer Nations, than cither of the two above-mentioned, 
having been awed into a Submiffion to a Power ftill more 
infignificant than that ofEiis, by the fame edgeicfs Arms, 
the fame hrutum Fulmm. Whether the Thunders of the 
Vatican were forged in Imitation of thofc of Ofymfimi 
Jupiter, I will not determine ; though I muft take no- ■ 
tice, that many of the Cuftoms and Ordinances of the 
Roman Church allude moil evidendy to many pradlifed in 
tk^Olympick'Sta^um^ Z,B Extretfie UnSion^ the Palm, and 
the Crotwn of Martyrs, and others ; which may be feen 
at large in Faber^ jigomflicon. 

S E C T I O N VI. 
Of the GameSy and of the Oljfmpick Stadiu$B^.. 

HOW fumptuous and magnificent foever may Km 
been the Sacrifices, and the Ceremonies of tlie 
Worfhip paid by the Grecians to Olympian Jupiter, yet iiity 
we venture to conclude, that the vafl Concourfe of Ped- 
ple, who at the Time of that Feftival ufually reforted to 
Olympia from all Parts of the World, was chiefly owing • 
to the Games, which always accompanied that Solemnitjp; 
and that by far the greater Number came more out <Sf 
Curiofity than Devotion. It is, at leaft, this Part of the 
Inftitution that makes the moil confiderable Figure in the 
Hifbries and Antiquities of Greece, and prefents itfidf 
upon all Occafions principally, if not fmgly, to ourMindt; 
while, like the SpeQators of a triumphant Proceffion, we 

look 
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look upon the Pomp of Sacrifice, the Herds of Vi£iixns, 
the Train of Piiefts, and even the Gods themfelves, as fo 
many Accompaniments only, and ornamental Parts of 
the Ceremony, and turn our Eyes to the Conqueror, 
whofe Glory and whofe Vi&ories eugrois all our Thoughts 
and Attention. ' How juil this Obfervation may be, with 
regard to the ancient Greeks^ I will not here determine ; 
but among the Modems, I believe, there are very few, 
and thofe Men of lAaming only, who either think or 
know any Thing of the Religious Fart of this Inftitution ; 
which, for that Reafon probably, is now never mentioned 
under any other Title but that of the Oiymfick Games. 
The remaining Part, therefore, of this Dijfertation fhall 
be wholly taken up with an Inquiry into the Nature, 
Laws, ^f . of thofe Games ; in which if, for Want of 
Materials, I ihould not be able to give the Reader all 
the Satisfadion he may exped to find, yet enough, I 
hope, will be feid, to give him a jufter Idea of thefe fa- 
mous Games, than he may hitherto have conceived 5 to 
lefifen his Contempt, at leafl, if not excite his Admiration, 
for a Set of Conquerors, whom their Countrymen thought 
worthy of great Honours and Immunities 5 and to ihew, 
that even in the Inflitution of thefe Sports, which feems 
at firfl Sight to Jiave been calculated only for the Amufe- 
ment of the Vulgar, a judicious Obferver may difcover 
many Strokes of that Civil Wifdom and Policy, which 
we have been taught to look for among the Philofophers 
and Law-givers of Greece. 

D 4 Before 
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Before I enter vpon this Inquiry into the Games, it 
will be neceiTaiy to mention a few Pardcplars, relating to 
the Place in which they were exhibited. This, by the 
Greehy was named the SfatSum ; a Word, fignifying a 
Meafure of Lengdi conMing of fomewhat above an 
hundred Eng&Jb Paces [i] ; which being equal to the 
Space of Ground allotted for the Foot-Race, the Coar(Q 
was ^m thence called the Stadium, and the Racers were 
named SOfMeist or Sta£odrom, The Plemuj indeed, pre* 
tended, that the Stadium at Olymfia was me^fured by tlie 
Foot o£Her€tdesy wlueh being longer than that of an or-* 
dinary Man, made their Stcfdium lon^r than any other in 
the fame Proportion, 

Paufamas [2] informs us, that the Ofymfick Stadium wl^' 
a Terrace compofed of Earth 1 on one Side of Which tfHA' 
the Seat of (he HelUmdicJb, and over-^gainit them on ^' . 
other was an Altar of white Marble, upon whldid^j 
Prieftefs of Ceres G/ofiv^, and fome Virgins, had die PHi. 
vilege to fit and view the Games, At the farther Bl|( 
of the StfuBum was the Barrier, whence thofe who lan A^' 
Jimple Foot-Race began their Courfe ; and there, aCG0i4> 
ing to th^ Tradition of the Ekans^ was the Toqib of &i 
dymion, 

Thefe are all the Particulars concerning the Ofyu^ 
Stadium^ that mstXpht found in Paufitm^ ; for what 
lows in the Paflage juft quoted, relates only to the £ 
Cpurfe, and ihall be produced when I come to fpttL 

[1] See Airbnthnot^s T^bl^ [2] U\^ vi^ 
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At Horfe-Races. But, to afiift the Reader in forming a 
more perfed Jodgment of the Staditim, than the foregoing 
Account, taken from Pau/anw, can enable him to make» 
I fhall add* from Wheeler^ s frofveh^ a Defcripdon of the 
Remains of that at Athens^ which was built by HerodesJt" 
ticus: ^^ The Figure (fays he) and Bignefs of this Sta£um 
** continue^ although the Degrees [Steps] be all taken 
'^ away. It is a long Place, with two parallel Sides^ 
** clofed up circularly at the £ail£nd» and open towards 
*' the other End ; and is about one hundred twenty. five 
'* Geometrical Paces long, and twenty-fix or twenty^ 
*^ feven broad* which gave it the Name of a Stadium, 
*^ that Length being the ordinary Meafure among the 
f ' Greeks ; eight of which made a Roman Mile. Mr 
^* Vernon meafuring it exadly, found it to be fix hundred 
5* and thirty Englifll? Feet long; and a jufi: Sta£um is fix 
^^ hundred and twenty-five Feet oi Athenian Meafure; 
^* which, it feems, was but very little bigger than the 
^* EngUfl}, but leffcr than the French Foot. When Fau- 

* Jamas comes to fpeak of this Place, he tells his Rea- 

* den, that they would hardly believe what he was about 
to tell them, it bemg a Wonder to all thofe that did fee 
it in ancient Times ; and of that Bignefs, that one 
would judge it a Mountain of white Marble, upon the 
3ank^ of the River lUJfus* It was Herodes Atticus, one 

f the richeft Citizens Athens ever had, that built it : 
) do which h^ confumed much of the Marble of 
!oynt FtnteHiusi which now being either all carried 

** away. 
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^ away, or buried in the Ruins of die Place, it loob 
** only like a great and high Bulwark caft ap in thtt 
** Form. At the End towards IHJms^ there appears ytx 
'* feme Stone-Worit the reft is now bat a Stmiium fi 
•• Earth abo\'e Ground," 

Though the Ofymfick StiuliMm does not appear to haie 
been fo fj^endidas this of Jthnuy or another at Dei^f 
bulk likewife of Marble by the fame magnificent Citizen 
of JtlMUf yet we may fuppofe they were all formed upon 
the fame Model, as they were all defbned to the fame 
Ufe. In the Stadium were exhibited thofe Games^ which 
are properly called GjmMofiici, 

At either End of the Courfe flood a Pillar, the Uie of 
which it may be proper to explain ; as alfo to take No- 
tice of the feveral Appellations by which theie Pans of 
the Stadium were diflinguiOied, 'viz. the Barrier and the 
Goal; at one of which the Race began, and was finiihed 
at the other : but this mull be underftood only of the 
frnp/e Foot-Race^ or that inftituted by Jj^^/Zw ; for after- 
wards (in the 14.'^ Olympiad) as Men grew more exer- 
cifed, and the Reputation of thcfe Games increafed, the 
Diaulus was added. This was alfo a Foot-Race, whofe 
Courfe was double the former ; that is, two Stadiums, as 
the Word implies. They who ran the Diaulus, there- 
fore, or doublt Stadium, turned round the Pillar erefted 
for that Purpofe at the Knd of the Stadium, and returned 
to the Barrier, where they finifhed th^ir Race. 

The 

i 
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' The Barrier was at firft marked with a ftrait Line, 
traced along the Ground from one Side of the StaMum to 
the other : by this Line were drawn np in a Row all the 
Racers, and from thence they began their Race ; from 
which Cuftom the Barrier, or Starting Place, was called 
Gramme, or the lane, • This Word is -alfo ufcd to fignify 
the End or Termination of the Conrfe ; and in faft, the 
Diaulus, and all the other Races, except the fimple flM- 
Race, ended at tiiis Line ; which, I* fnppofc, is the true 
Reafon of this Ufage of the Word Gramme, The fame 
may be faid with regard to the other Names of" the Bar- 
rier and Stadium, which are likewife ufed in both Senfcs. 

In Procefs of Time a Cord was made ufe of, cither 
•conjoindy with the Lifte or Gramme, or, inftead of it, to rc- 
ftrain the Impatience of the Racers, and keep them from 
•preffing forwards one before another. This Cord, which 
was (Iretched acrofs the Stadium, at the Signal given was 
let fall at once, and at the fame Inftant the Racers darted. 
From this Cord, called vtrvXt^ or v<nrXvyi in Greek, fit)m 
the Refemblance between the Noife made by the fudden 
falling of the Coid, and the Crack of a Whip, which is 
the. primary Signification of vavXnl, the Barrier received 
another Name, 

The other Extremity of the Stadium had alfo different 

Appellations^ with whofe Etymologies I Ihall not trouble 

■ the Reader. It is fufficient to obferve, that both the 

Karnes and their Etymologies arofe from the different 

Views in which the End of the Stadium was conildered. 

To 
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To thofe who lan ibofit^ FoaiSaa it was the End and 
Terniination of the Courfe ; in all the other Races the 
Racers turned at this End of the Stadum lODnd a Pillar, 
in order to retoni to the Barrier, where the DUudmk^m, 
or thofe who ran the i>fW«j, ended their Race : but the 
Doluhodromi^ or Runners in the Race called IhUdm^ or 
the Long Comfiy when they came to the Barrier, caived 
ag§in round the Pillar ereded at that End alio, in order 
to continue their Courfe, which confified of many Di4mS, 
or DcniMngs of ih§ StoMnmy as fhall be more fully ex- 
plained hereafter. It is proper, however, to take No* 
tice of one of the Names given to this Extremity of the 
Stadium ; becaafe from the Explanation of it in PMm 
we learn, that the Exerdfes of the Petaatbbm were pf^ 
ibrmed in this Part, which was called Baier. .£.; 

Having now produced all the Particulars relating tl|^.. 
the Place in which the Gymnaftick Exerdfes were pHh . 
formed, that I could collect, or that appeared neceffiil|r ' 
for the better underflanding what is to follow ; I fhaOt^l 
the next Place, proceed to give a diitind Account of dMft 
feveral Exercifes : of which I fhall treat in the Order i|| 
which they were introduced into the Oljmpick SiaStm^ > 

SECTION VII, 
0/ sbe Fool' Races. 

THE Defcription of the Stadium hath let oi iiil» ftr 
many Particulars of the Foot-Race, that I ffliaU ' 
add very little upon that Head, befides an Enomeratioii 

of 



THE OLYMPICK GAKTES* 6r 
of the feveral Kinds c£ Foot-Races, and the Laws and. 
Rules obfenred hy the Competitors in that Exercife. 

The firft, and indeed the only Exercife revived by IfAi^ 
tuSf was the/iR^ F§oi'Raeg, maaacd the SuuStmy hoot 
the Length of the Conrfe, as has already been obferved. 
Corahus the EUim ftands at the Head of the Lift of Con* 
qnerors in this Exercife ; and from them were the Ofym- 
fiads moft commonly denominated : for after die GtMm 
had taken up the Cuftom of dating hiflorical Events &oai 
the Olympiads f they feldom failed, together with the Num. 
ber of the Ofymfiadf to cite the Name of the Conqueror : 
thus, for Example, to denote the predie Time of the Bat* 
tie of ThertmpyLt, they would have txild us» that it hap^ 
pened in the firft Year of the 75^ Olympiad^ Sawmuaidtr 
of MtyliM being Conqueror in the Stadium^ or Jsn^ 
Foot-Race ; which is always fignified by that Word in tho 
Lift of Oljmpick Conquerors. The Number of the Ofym* 
fiad was fome&nes omitted, and the Olympiitd diftin« 
guiftied by no other Mark than the Name of the Con- 
queror. A ftdBdent Evidence of the great Notice which 
all the difterent People of Gmee were fuppofed to take 
of thofe Vidories; and an Honour fb much the more 
flattering to die Conquerors, as he was aftured it would 
not only be difafixl over all the Parts of the known 
World, and cited iqion many pnUick Occaiions, but de- 
livered down to the lateft Pofterity in the Records aod 
Annals of Chronologifts and Hiflorians. This honorary 
SiftinOion, thus appiopdated to the Vigors in the Sta- 
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£mm, was andoabtedly owing at firft to the Want of iLu* 
▼als to dilute it with them ; and continued to them af-. 
terwards out of relped to the Antiquity and Seniority of 
tliat Exercife : though their ViSones were obtained with 
lefs Pains, and confequendy with lefs Merit, than thofe 
in almoft any of the other Games. 

In the 14^ Ofymtfuui was added the DiauAts, or dnMe 
Sfa£um, which I have explained abofe 1 and in the next - 
Ofympiad the DolicBus, or Latig Cottrfi. In the two former 
Exercifes Fleetnefs, or Agility, feems to be the only 
Quality requifite for obtaining the Crown ; but in tU» 
Exercife, whofe Courfe confided of feven, or twelve^ ai> 
even of twenty-four Stadia (for thofe different Meafmiil 
are afligned to the D^Kcbm by di£nn^t [i] Authors) iMf 
fides Agility and Swifbefs, a great Strength of Bod|^ s 
and a long Wind was necefiary for the holding odi 
dirough fo long a Courfe : beiides, as the DoRibmkimi^ . 
were obliged to make many fhort Turnings romid 4i§i 
Pillars ereded at each End of the ^/^MSfx^v, the LabottfC^, 
the Race was confiderably increafed, and the Activity n^' 
Skill of the Racer put to more frequent and fevem IVUtt 
than in the two former Races. But notwithfhmdkig ite 
Length of this Courfe, and the Swifmefs neceiEuT^ti 
gain the Vi^ry in the other two, there are Inftjuwef vf 
People, in whom the two Qualities of Agility tiil^ 
Strength, but feldom found together, were yet fix 
as to enable them to obtain the Crown in all the 

' [i] Potter's Antiq. andCsdiw Rho*. "' '*' 

Racw 
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Races in one and the fame Day. Of this Namber were 
Polites of Ceranmsj and Leomdas of Rhoiks [2] ; bat the 
latter ^as by far the moft remarkable, having obtained 
this triple Vidory for four Olympiads together, and diflin- 
guifhed himfelf from the whole Liil of Conquerors bj 
the Gain of twelve Oiymfick Crowns. 

From a PafTage oi Paufamas [3] relating to the former 
of thefc two Conquerors it appears, that the Racen 
did not ftart all together, but that they ran in Claflcs, or 
Divifions, to which they were appointed by Lot j and the 
Vidors in each Divi£on ran afterwards together for the 
Prize J and this Cuftom feems, by the laft Words of the 
Sentence, to be confined to the Stadium^ or Jwtple Foot- 
Race, And indeed, that Courfe was fo fhort, that it is no 
Wonder the Eleans judged it proper, upon that Occafion, 
to multiply a little the Labour of the Competitors ; eipe* 
cially when they were fure to augment, in the fame pro- 
portion, both the Glory of the Vidlor and the Pleafure of 
the Spedators. There is another Particular relating to 
Xki'tfemple Foot'Racey intimated in a PafTage of Tbimftim^ 
cited by Faber [4], which the Paflage juft now quoted 
from Paufanias will help us to underfl^d. It feems to 
have been this : the Racers having been diftributed bjr 
Lot into feveral ClafTes, two of thofe ClafTes flartcd at the 
fame Time, and ran on different Sides of the Stadisim, 
which was divided into two Roads, or Courfes, by the 
Pillars eredled at each End. This Conjedlure, for it is 

[2] Pauf, L. Ti. c. 13. [3] L. ¥i, [4] Agon. L, ii« c. 34. 

no 



64 A DISSERTATION OM 
no better, is rendered more probable bykie foOomtlg 
Words of Statius, Tbibais, L. vi. wherein it is fiud, tiut 
Idas in the Race having laid hold of his Antagonift PiV" 
thenopam by the Hair^ and ptiUed him back as he wis 
juft coming into the Goal before him, the Vidoiy wa> 
adjudged to neither, but the Competitors were obliged to '. 
mn the Race over again ; and in order to prevent the 
like Fraud a fecond Time^ they were appointed to rqi 
on different Sides of the Courle« 

Fwrtt utuBfui clamor 
Dijfonus ; ambiguumque ferns cunBatwr AdrafU 
QmfiHum : tandem ipfe re/erf ^ Qmfifdu htem^ 
O Ptteri ; 'virtus itenm tentasuUs, fid it€ 1 

Limite non uno : lattis hoc canceditur Idit : . \\ 

Tu diverCa iene* fraus cwfibm mams iieft^. 

As the Olympick Games were a vciy folemn Fefiitii^ 
and were celebrated only tv try fifth Year ; and as alaiil 
every fingle Man throughout Greece was ambitious of idl^ 
taining the Honour of an Olympick Crown, it is reaftil- 
able to fuppofe that the Number of Competitors in erctff 
kind of Exercife was veiy confiderable, elpedally in tte 
fimple Foot-Race } the lighteft of them all. And this migilt 
put the Eleans upon the two above-mentioned MeChoIi i 
by the firft of which the Confufion and other Inconvt^ 
niences arifing from a Croud of People running all toge- 
ther in a narrow Space were prevented; and I^ iKt 
fecond fome Time was faved, which they were mider a 
Neceffity of hoibanding as much as pofiible> confidering 

that 
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that oxAyfi'ue Da^s were allotted for the Games ; in (bme 
of which the Conteft might often happen to he dhiwn 
out into a great Length, as the previous Apparatus to 
each of them muft heeds have taken up a great deal of 
Time. 

Though the Decifion of Adrafiusy in the above-dtcfd 
Verfes of Statius, iriay feem rcafonable and juft, yet had 
any Racer in the Olympick Stadium been guilty of fuch a 
piece of foul Play, or Fraud as Sfatiuj denominates it, 
for which Idas was fentenced. to run the Race over again» 
he would not have efcaped with fo light a Cenfure from 
the feverer Juftice of die H£Uano£cks. The Crown would 
have been adjudged to his Antagonift, and he, perhaps, 
would have been publickly fcourged in the Stadium, for 
having infringed the Olympick Laws ; which pitohibited, 
under fevere Penalties, all kinds of Fraud and unfair 
Dealing. And to come home to the prefent Point, the 
Competitors in the Foot-Races were reflrained exprefly 
from laying hold of the Hair, or any Part of the Body ; 
from tripping, or even pufiiiiig one another aiide, as we 
are told by Tulfy and Lucian [5]. 

The Competitors for the Crown ih thefe Exercifes (as 
alfo in all the GymnafUck Conflids) contended naked. 
^hucfdides informs us [6], that anciently it was the Cuftom 
in the Olympick Games for all the Athletes to wear a fort 
of Scarf about their Middle ; but that it was left off a 

[5] Offic. L.iiU nf{)T¥/uj|f«J»»ffwts-it/'i». [6] Thucyd. L.i. 
c. 6. Edit.Waffe. 

Vol. IL E little 
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little before his Time : for fo the cotiunon Reading bar 
pliesy which Hu£l/oM[y] has altered in order to reconcik 
^biuydules with the many other Aathort, who aliiniiy dut 
the Scarf was laid afide even fo early as the 14*** Ofymfimt^ 
feme hundred Years before the Time mentioned by 

Bnfttithiuiy in his Comment npon Homer's H. i^. relatts 
the Accident that gaye occafion to the laying afide the 
Scarf. In the 14^^ OlymfiaJ, one Orfiffus a Ractr Hap- 
pened to be thrown down by his Scarf tangling abpat hb 
Feet, and was killed ; thongh others (ay, that he oalf 
loft the Vi£tory by that Fall ; but which ever way it wa% 
occafion was taken from thence to make a Law, that al 
^e Athlites for the fiiture fhould contend naked. TUi - 
Fad is differently told by Faufconm^ who (ays, that Oi^ 
fippus obtained the Vidory ; and that he is perfhaded tka 
Scarf was deiignedly thrown off by Orfiffus^ who oottH 
not be ignorant that a Man was more light and difint- 
cumbered withoat a Scarf than with one ; Fmrf. JL^ 
c. 24. And this Account agrees beft with an old B|^ 
gram upon Orjtppus, quoted by the Scholiaft upon 72m^ 
L. i. Sea. 6. Ed. Wafe. 

We are informed by Pollux [8], that the Racen hjak 
Sandals, or fhort Bufkins upon their Feet. .■ ' * 

In the 65th Oiyn^iad[()] the Race o£ Armed Mm VfU 
added to the Olympick Games : an Exercife ((ays Pmu 

[7] Sec Note ibid, [8] Onomaft, U iii. c 30. [9] AnC 

I-.V. 
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Jkmas) that w^. jty^d veiy proper for mflitary Men. 
This difFered in nothing from the Stadium^ or Jimpleftotr 
Race, but that the Competitors r^ in Armour ; for which 
FuipoTe dtQpre were Bve and twe^ BraTs Bucklers kept 
in a Temple at Olyn^a : the other Pieces of Armour 
which they carried in this Race were a Helmet and 
EuikinSy as may be inferred from Paufmoi^s [i'\ De- 
fcription of the Statue of Damaretus^ who gained the firft 
Vidlory in this Kind of Race. The fame Audior tells 
us, at diie fame Time that he dcfcribes the Statue of this • 
Vidor, dreiTed op in thefe Pieces of Armour, that in pro* 
cefs of Time the Ekansy as well as tfie oid^xGrteh, abo- 
lifhed this Cuftom of runmng m Armour. I cannot £nd 
when this happened, nor when the Cuftolh of running 
the DiauIuSf or douBle Stadium in Armour , was firft in- 
troduced. Paufamms[z\ makes mention of one Mnefi" 
hulusy who gained the Vidoiy in this Exercife in the 235* 
Olympiad 

Having now gone through the ieveral Particalars of 
the Foot-Races, I ihall clofe this Sedion with a Ti^- 
fladon of a Grtdt Epigram, taken out of the Jnthokgia ; 
in which the Hyperbole made ufe of by the Poet to raife 
an Idea of the Swiftnefs of the Vidlor, whom he cele- 
' brates, is, in iny Opinion, much prettier, and more un- 
common, than the celebrated one of Vir^l upon Camilla. 
It is neceffary for the Reader to know, that Arias (the 
Perfon celebrated in this Epigram) was of ^arfusy a Gity 
in Glicia^ founded originally by Perfeusy who in old 

[i] L« ru c« la [1] L. x. c. 34. 

£ z Fables 
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Fables is reprefented as having had Wings npon Us 
Feet. 

On Arias of Tarfus, Vilior in the Stadium. 

The Speed oi Arias, Viftor in the Race, 
Brings to thy Founder [3], Tarfus, no Diigrace : 
For able in the Courfe with Him to vie. 
Like Him he feems on feathered Feet to fly. 
The Barrier when he quits, the dazzled Sight 
In vain eflays to catch him in his Flight. 
Lofl is the Racer thro' the whole Carter, 
'Till Vidlor at the Gaol he re-appear. 

[3] Perfeus. 

SECTION vm. 

Of the Pale^ or fFreJtling. 

THE Wreftlers were firft introduced into the Ofym^d 
Stadium in the 1 8'^ Olympiad, and Eurybatus a Sfar- 
tan was the firft who received the Wreftler*s Crown. 

nefeus[\^ is reported to. ha\*e been the firft who re- 
duced Wreftling into a Science. The Rules laid down 
by that Hero for attaining to a Perfedion in this Science 
are, I believe, unknown : but there are ftill to be found 
in thofe Writers who treat of Gymnaftick Exercifes, 
many Parts or Divifions of the Paliy^ or Art of Wreftling; 
by which it will appear to what a Degree it was culti- 
[ij Plut.inThcf. 

vated 
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vated by the Ancients. Some of thef« I ihall take no- 
tice of in the following Account. ♦ 

But in the firll Place I muft obferve, that as I am writ- 
ing to an Englijh Reader, a great deal of Time and Trou- 
ble may be fpared upon this Head, fo little does the 
Wreftling ufed among th» Ancients fcem to differ from 
that now pradlifed in moft Parts of England ; in fome of 
which, I will be bold to fay, there are Champions who 
would have made no indifferent Figure in the Oljmfick^ 
Stadium, 

The moft remarkable Difference between the ancient 
and modern Prafticc is, that the ancient WrelHers con- 
tended naked, and that their Bodies were rubbed all over 
with Oil, or with a certain Ointment [2] compofed of a 
due Proportion of Oil, Wax, and Duft, mixed up toge- 
ther, which they called Ceroma. Thefe Undlions were, 
as fome fay, peculiar to the WrelUers and Pancratiafts, 
whofe Combats were thereby rendered more toilfome and 
various; while each Combatant endeavoured to feize 
upon the other, whofe Efforts to efcape or break the Hold 
of his Antagonift were affifted by the Slipperinefs, as well 
as the Force and Agility of his Body. 

But, in order to qualify a little this ej^itreme Lubricity 
of the Skin, occafioned by thefe Unftions, t\it Athletes 
were atcuftomed[3], before they came to an Engage- 
ment, either to roll themfelvcs in the Mud of the Pa» 
laftra (from which fome People derive the Words FaU 

[%\ Burette x Menu (ur les Athljet^. [3] Ludan. de Gynn. 
E 3 and 
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and [4] FaUJtra) or in the Sand, kqjt lor dot Puipoft 
in a Place called KovtH^tor, or that with whidi the Place 
of Combat feems to have been coveted^ as well for die 
Ufe jnft now mentioned, as to prevent the CombafiUb 
from bmifing or injuring themfdves in fidling ; vriiidi, 
ffere it not for this Bed or Cofering of Sand^ tliex woaU 
be Hable to do. However that be, it is fo certain thit 
Ae AthkttM who were anointed, were always, before tkj 
engaged, fprinkled with Duft or Sand [5], that to faj an 
Athlete gained aVidory («xoi»m) or without being & 
fprinkled, was the fame Thing as td fay J|e gained a 
Viftoiy without engaging j which fomctimes happened, 
when, either from the great Reputation of die Champon, 
or other Reafons, none appeared to encounter with. him. 
This Office of anointing and fprinkling the Combatants 
with Sand, was fometimes performed by themfelves to 
one another j and fometimes by the Officers of the feda* 
fira^ called from thence Aliptee^ or Anointers. It is to be 
obferved, that all Sorts of Sand were not equally proper 
for this Ufe J fmce Lematusy one ol Alexander's Gene? 
rals [6], was, in all the Marches of the Array, followed 
by Camels loaded with Sand, which he had caufed to he 
brought from JB^t for his own Ufe. 

After the Wreftters were thus prepared for the Engage- 
ment, they were matched by the Judges or PreAdents of 
the Games in the following Manner : 

[4] viz. from TIuXac^ which figiufies Mud. [5] See Bur« 

I Mem. fur ks Athletes. [^] plut. ia Alex. 

Into 
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Into a SUvfr Urn, confccrated to Jupiter ['j'\y arid 
brought forth upon this Occafion, were cad fo many Lots 
or Dice, about the Bignefs of a Bean, as anfwered to the 
Number of the Competitors. Thefe Lots w«% all mark- 
ed with Letters ; as for Example, upon two of them was 
written the Letter A, B upon two other, and fo on in an 
alphabetical Order i if the Number of Combatants re- 
quired more, there were always two Lots marked with ' 
the fame Letter. This being done the Athletes approach- 
ed in Order, and invoking Jitter, put their Hands into 
the Urn, and drew out each his Lot : to prevent all 
Fraud, an Officer appointed for that Purpofe attended 
upon every one as he came to draw, and held up his 
Hand before him, to hinder his feeing the Letters written 
-upon the Lot. When every one had drawn, the My- 
torches y or one of the Prefidents of the Games, going 
round to every Athlete in Order as they flood, infpedted 
the Lots. And thus the Two, whofe Lots were both 
marked with the fame Letter, as with A or B, were by 
him matched and appointed to engage with each other. 
This was the Cafe when the Number of the Combatants 
was even, as Four, Eight, Twelve j but when the Num- 
ber was odd, as Five, Seven, Nine, l^c, there was put 
into the Urn, together with the duplicate Lots, an odd 
one marked with a Letter, to which there was none that 
correfponded- The Athlete who was fortunate enough to 
obUiA this Lot^ was named Efhedmsy was to wait 'till the 

[7] Lufiun in HecsiotuQo. 

£ 4 others 
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others had contended, and was then to take up one of 
the Conquerors. This, as Lucian obferves, was a very 
confiderable Advantage ; as the Champion, who by vir- 
tue of his Lot was to wait 'till the others had contended, 
and then engage with one of the Conquerors, came frcih 
and vigorous to the Encounter, againft an Adverfkry, 
animated indeed and flufhed with Conquefl, but fhattered 
and exhauilcd in obtaining it. 

This was the Method of matching the WrefUers and 
Pancratiafts j and for this Piece of Hiftory we are in- 
debted to Lucian alone, no other ancient Author having - 
faid any thing upon that Subje£l. It is to be wjihed . 
that he had gone on a little further, and told us wluf : 
was done after the firfl Set had finifhed their CombatSf 
with whom was the Ephedmsy or odd Man, to eneag^*: 
for if the Number of Combatants amounted at firft to 
more than Four, it is evident there would be again die 
fame Neceffity for matching the Conquerors as there was 
at firft : and I doubt not but the feme Method was ob« 
ferved, and repeated as often as Occafion required, till . 
the Competitors were reduced to Two, one of which wu 
finally proclaimed the Conqueror. This appears a much 
more natural Solution of the Difficulty than any oAer 
hinted at by Monf. Burette [8], and may be farther faoj^ 
ported by the Confideration, that the Advantages accro. 
ing to the Athlete^ named Ephedrus^ were by this Mediod 
rendered lefs unequal. For if the Combatants wene to be, 

[8] 2 Mem. fur les Athletes. 

matched 
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snatched, and the Lots to be drawn more than once 
{v/hich muft have often been the Cafe) he might in the 
fecond Sortition^ in which undoubtedly he was included 
with his Antagoniib, lofe the Advantage he had acquired 
in the former ; and the lucky Lot might fall to the Share 
of one who had already been engaged, and who might 
flaud in need of the Refpite thus allowed him by his 
good Fortune. 

The WrefUers being thus matched proceeded to tht 
Combat, in which the Vidory was adjudged to him who 
gave his Advcrfary three ¥alls\ as is evident, I think, 
from the famous Epigram upon Milo \ 9], which I intend 
to produce at the End of this Sedion [i]. 

If one of the Combatants in falling drew his Anta- 
gonift with him, the Conteft began afrefh, or was rather 
continued upon the Ground, until one getting uppermoft 
conftrained his Adverfary to yield the Viftory. This 
Combat was called AnacUnopale^ and ieems not {o muck 
to be a diflinA Species from, as a Modification of the 
Folk ; or an accidental, or perhaps artificial Variation of 
the Battle : for he who found himfelf in Danger of be. 
ing dirown, had iometimes Recourie to this Stratagem of 
dragging his Advcrfary with him, and trying upon the 
Ground a Combat in which he thought himfelf better 
qualified Co fbcceed. However, thofe Authors who have 

[(^1 See Monf.Bmrme, who it not of the fame Opinion. 
[1 J This is alio a a fin a ai Wf the feUowing Words of Semeca ; 
LM3atorX€riJti^eBba»ferdiMtfalmgm» Sen. de Ben. L. v. c. 3. 

written 
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wrinen ap(m the Pid&f, luvt nude this a difluft Ezerdfe ^ 
and it is not unlikely bnt it^'nuy have been treated is 
iuchintheG^mff^orSchookofEzercile frherethcR 
were Maflen, whofe Bnfinefs it was to ghre their Schohn 
diitind Leflbns in evdy Branch of the Science they fn^ 
ftffcd. to teach : horn which Cuflem one majr very wd 
account for the many Diriiions and Subdivifiooa of tk 
Pale, and other Gymnaflick £x6rcifeSy of which modoi 
Writen have made fo many diftind Species. Of dui 
Kmd in all likelihood was the Acr^cbitrifimu j fo namdL 
becaufe the Combatants, daring this Part of their En- 
gagement, held one another only by the Fingers, without 
feizing on any Pajpt of the Body. This has been reckoO' 
ed a diftind Exerciie, and another Divifion of the P^i 
though, as Monf. Burette very well obferves, it feems iir 
ther to have been the Prelude of the Combat in which 
the AntagonifU made Trial of each other's Strength, ar 
endeavoured, perhaps, by feizing each other's Hands, 
mutually to prevent one another from taking a firmer aad 
more advantageous Hold. 

Pm/mdas, in his iizth Book [2], makes mention of a 
Statue ereded ^ Qljmpia to one Lnatifcus a Wreftler, who 
was not fo ikilfull at throwing his Adverfaries, as fucceis- 
fiill in extortii^ the Vidlory from them by fqueezing or 
breaking their Fingers. This Method of conquering 
was alfo prafUfed in the Paticratium [|], by one Softratus, 
with fo much Succefs, that he gained from it the Sur- 

[»]Cap.iv. [3]lWi. 

name 
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name oi Acrocherjkes, What has been related of Letm- 
ttfcus is a clearProof of what I obfenred before, namely, 
that the Acrochetrifinus was not a diftind Species of the 
TaUy or Wreftling. 

The Champion who diftingoi&ed himfdif the moil in 
this Exercife, was Mh of Crotona^ who gained no lefs 
than fix Otymficky and as many Pythian Crowns. There 
are fo many Inftances of the {prodigious Strength of this 
famous WrefUer, and moft of them fo well known, that it 
would be-endlefs and impertinent to cite them all : but I 
cannot forbear producing one, as remarkable for the Sin- 
gularity as the Iflue of the Experiment. 

This Miio [4], to ^ve a Proof of his aftonifhing Force, 
was wont to take a Pomegranate, which, without fquecx* 
ing or breaking it, he held fb faft by the mere Strengdi 
of his Fingers, that no body was able to take it from 
him; no body btit his Miftrefs, fays ^iitm[^']. But 
however weak he may have been widi regard to the Fair 
Sex, his fuperior Force was univerfally acknowledged hif 
the Men, as will appear by the following Epigram : 

On Milo the Wreftler. 

Vfhxsi none adventDi'd, in th' Olympic^ Sand 
The Mt^t of boift'roas MJ9 to withAand ; 
Th'unrivaird Chief advx^ic'd to feize the Crown* 
But *mid his Triumiih ilip'd unwary down. 

[4] Pauf. L, vi. €. 14.. [5] ^1. L. il. c. 2^ 

2 The- 
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the Combat of the Caftm could never have been origi- 
nally of that Number ; becaufe the Firft Villor in the 
Pentathlon was a Spartan {i^^ whofe Laws would not 
have allowed him to engage in the Combats of the Oefius, 
I will not fay that the Pentathkn conMed always of th« 
Five Exercifes above mentioned, hecanfe we read in Pau" 
folios [5], that the Eleans from Time to Time made fre- 
quent Changes in the Olympick Games. There may there- 
fore have been fome Foundation for thefe various Ac- 
counts of the Pentathlon^ which may have been different 
at different Times ; but as that which I have given of it 
feems to be founded upon the befl Authorities, I ihall 
keep to it, without entering for the prefent into a De- 
fcription of any other Exercifes, befides the Fi*ve above 
mentioned, «wz. Leaping, Ruwangf ^uoiting. Darting, and 
m-e/Ung. 

Two of thefe, namely Running and Wreftling, have al- 
ready been very fully explained % I fhall therefore only 
obferve upon the former of thefe Two, that I fuppoie th« 
Race in the PentatbUn was of the fame Length with the 
Stadium, orfoftple Fcot-Rjue, and regulated by the fame 
Laws. We miift carry this Obiervation alfo to the 
WrefiUng, which, I fuppofe, was under the fame Regu- 
lations with ^cjimple Pale, or WrefiUng^ treated of in the 
preceding Scaion. 

In tfce Excrcife of Leafing, wkerein the Competitors 
endeavoured to leap beyond one aoodier in Length ^for I 

£4] Pint. ID Afoch. [5] L^b. T« 

dd 
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do not find tkart the i^^itf of tke J^ WM tdoBft iafto till 
Account) tiie JibleHs cvried in their Hands Pieon cf 
*Lead» or foobe other Metal [61, made in tbs Form «f » 
Half Circle, not exaAlyr found, but incHntng to «ti OfdL 
In thefe there Was a Pkce made for the Fingers to jA 
through^ in the fiuM.Masaer at thro«g)k the HwnBe oTl 
Shield) and with thefe Weights called A9^tri^,/'lfiiAWH^/ 
iSoAJtbUtis were accuftomed to poiaee their Bodie%mrf 
fwing themfelvcft forward in the Lu^. As^ to fif 
Truth, they had need of ibme Aififtance^ t». tnablf limm 
to perform any diing like what is related of Fbm\h$^ 
Crotona [7], whofe Luif is faid to have been two aiiilj(|| 
Feet long [Sj. The (ame Thing is faid of 
Spartan. 

The ^Moit, or Dijais, was> according to fome 
of various Sizes and Figures ; though that call 
Difii of Jpbitiu^ meationed by Paufimas [9], frriim 
whatiie fays of the Manner in which the InicriptiOiiifi 
it w^ written, to have been circular ; as wen^ 
fcribed by Ludan, in his Dialogue concerning the CUI^t! 
naftick Exercifes. • << You took Notice (fays iMbdt'^ 
Jnacharfat the other Interlocutor in this Dialogue) fS^AT ^ 
<' great Lump of Brafs round and fmooth, i«fi 



[6] Pauf. L.V. c.a6. [7] Olympian. Kv^y^i. * *^** ; 

[8] Five and fifty^ according to the following faicriptiSls 4NMi|l' 
Statue^ cttfedby fj^tffi^iWf I ad Horn. Odjjf, e. /; ;. 

nirr* ha vivytmJu «r»S^ vtlhn ^diixof, 

[9] Lib. V. 
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*• £baall Slndid> bitt ^without a Handle or Thong. You 
** tried it too, and found it very weighty, and difficult to 
** be taken up, by feafon of its SiBOOthnefs. This Mafs 
*^ the Jtbletis throw into the Air as far as they are able, 
*^ and endeavour with great Eagemefs and Emulation to 
*< furpa^ each odier in the Length 6f the Caft.'* Here 
we have not only a Defcription of die Difcky or ^mif, the 
Manner, of the Conteft, and the Laws and Conditions of 
the Viflory, but a Proof alfo, that all the Competitcm 
Blade ufe of one and the fame DifiA. This is confirmed 
by the Teilimonles o£ Hemerli], Ovidlz], and Sia- 
tius [3], who mention but one Di/ek in their Defcriptions 
of this Game, in Contradi^on to the pretended Antho« 
rity of a Medal of the Emperor M, Aunlius ; upon whole 
Reverfe are reprefented four Difcoboliy with each his Dijckp 
and fome of them with two. The Difcks alfo in this Me- 
dal are of a different Figure horn that defcribed above, 
and are perforated in the Middle ; which explains what 
ibme Authmis [4] tell us, of a Thwg ufed fometimes by 
the Athlites in throwii^ the Difck, And perhaps there 
were different Sorts of Di/ch made ufe of by the Greeks 
and Romans ; fince 0*vid, I obferve, calls it latum di/cum, 
the ir9ad Difcky an Epithet that agrees very well with its 
Appearance upon the Medal. In the Greek Writers it is 
generally rqprefented to be round or globular, or rather 

[1] Odyff. L. Yui. [2] Met. L. X. [3] Theb. L. vi. 

[4] Set PotHir*! Ajrtj^ vti^i. €.ti. «DA€Mna««t, upon H^mer 
and Ovidp in loc. dt« 

approach- 



8o A DISSERTATION ON 
approaching to - the Figure of a Lent, aiid cxtremeYif^ 

Keavy. 

The Difck was likewife compofed of dificrent Mate- 
rials [5] 9 as Iron,- Brafs, Stone» and fometiinet even of 
Wood ; and Was thrown underhanded, much in the fame 
Manner as the ^oit is amongft us ; frons which^ hour- 
ever, it difiered greatly both in Weight and Figure, as hm 
been already fhewn. Neither did the Difc^foU aim thdr 
^uoit at any particular Mark^ as is the Cuftom with us; 
their whole Endeavours were to throw beyond one an- 
other, and he who threw fartheft, obtained the Vi^ry. 

The fame Thing was alfo obferved in the Exercife of 
Darthgy in which the Vidory was awarded to him vAm 
threw his JoFveline farther than the reil of his Antagoniih 
It appears, however, from a PafFage in the Scholiaft, v^Jlj 
the Seventh Nemean Ode of PiW^[6^ that theifewM; 
.certain Limits or Boundaries prefcribed^ beyond whk^ll' 
was a Forfeiture of the Prize for an Athlete to caft hif Jl^ 
n)elinei and to this Cuflom ?indar himfclf has fi iii|iiHir 
Allufions. 1 he Jofveline was fometimes thrown witkAl 
bare Hand, and fometimes with the Help of a Thoi^ 
wound round the middle. - * 

From fome Terms appropriated to that Part of the Jltt*i 
dium in which the Pentathlon was exhibited, may be cpl- 
levied fome Circiiunibmces relating to the three .£xercHf» 
lail defcribed. One of thefe Terms is BaUr (B«Tijf) 
whicli feems to h^ve been a low Stef^ firom whence thb 

, [5] Find. r>ti. Ode x. [6] Varfc lo^^. 
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Leapers took their Rijmg. Safer was alfo ufed to fignify 
the Beginning of the Scammay another Term denoting the 
Jrea marked out for thtf 'E^tercifes o£ the PentatMetes. 
The Word Scantma properly fignifies a Ditch or Trench j 
and this^^^^i, as I conjedlure^ was formed by t>vo parallel 
Frenches drawn from the Voter of ^tep above-mentioned 
into a fujEcient Length, to ftrve'as Boundaries or Limits, 
within which the Pentathleies WeVe obliged to leap and 
to throw the Difck and Javeline ; and which if they 
tranfgrcfled, by leaping Or c^ffln^ the Di/d or Ja^elim 
over either of them, riiey fbrfefed their Pretehlloiis to the 
Viflory. This will explain flie' Paffage above cited ffom 
the SchoRaft of Pindar ^ aS Mrell as many Expreffions in 
other Greek Writer5, who Cpcsik'of 'leaping, /hooting^ darting, 
&c. over the Scamrna, or ra yxafifitfct, Trhich Or Troches, 
as a Faultt < indeed, if the Wbrdterma, ufed by Pindar 
in the Piffage referred to by Jiis SchoRafty be taken lite-s 
rally to fignifj^^e End or TSfminatiimi it witf TeaJi irs ta 
fuppofe thaerc was anothei^ Trench,- dralvn acrofs at the 
-End from- one Parallel to the o'flier ; or' rather feveral 
Trenchesi tis fo many Marks oi' Limits for the Leapers, 
Darters i aftd Difcoholii which' in their refpeftive Contefts 
they were required Hot to ovcr-pafs; But as the Fear of 
over-paifing thefe Marks or Limits muft check them in 
their Endeavours to otit-go each other^ upon which the 
Viftory depended^ I am rather inclined to. think that 
Pindar has ufed the Word T&mi improperly, and that 
like T<wo Side-Trenches were the only Limits which the 
Voii II. F Pentathletes 
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PiHtathlitu were forbidden to tranfgrels. But diis I iik 
Init to better Judgmenti. 

The Exerdfe of Lufhg in the PmuaUm wtt aoeai- 
ptnied by Flutes, {dapng /y^rVm Airs, m PmiffimmW 
formi nt. Whence diii Coftom wa» derived I;Cn«t 
fay. And the Reafon afl^ed for it by duit AndMlb 
which is certainly not die tme one, may indnee vn is 
think, that in this Matter the Andents were aa Jgnomt 
as we. 

The Candidates in the Pfnuuibit, as wdl aa tlda.i» 
all the odier Gymna/Hek Exerdib, contended aakadlt ap| 
were aUb anointed with Oil j though both t 
are called in Qocftion by fome Writer^ eQ 
former ; and that, as Ifnppcfie, chiefly iipon 
rity of the forementioned lifcdal of Jf. Jm^ 
however, is fofpefied by die Learned nolto b 

There are likeWife many Doubts and 
cd by fome, widi relation to the Conditions 
die Vidory was awarded in the Pentathbit % 
feenu dear to me, th^t he who vanquiihed 
gonifisinevery oneoftheiFiw£;irfrr^, was 
tided to the Crown. That he who was 
any one.of thefe Five Contefts thereby loft t 
evident from the Story oiTi/mnenus, related 
Lacon- c. z i . which is this : Ti/amums die 
Family of jMmts, had been told by the Oi-^_, ,.^^,, 
Ihould gain titve very glorious ViQwrits^ or move litadf^^^ 
perhaps, that he Ihould come off fucccfifoU in ISwiri^' : 




THE OLYMPICK GAMES. 83 
glorious ConfUds. In confeqaence of which he engaged 
in the Pentatbion at Ofympia^ but loft the Viaory ; for 
though he got the better in Two of the Exercifes, having 
ranquiihed Hierot^^mus oi AnJroi, in Jbmmmg and Lmping^ 
yet being vanquiihed in WrtftUng by the fiune HUnttftmu^ 
he Med of obtaining the Crown ; and then came to un* 
derftand, that the Vidories promifed him by the Oracle 
were military ViOories. 

If all Hopes of guning the Peittatbletick Crown were 
loft to him, who was vanqoifhed in any one; Trial (which 
all the Candidates except one muft be even in the firft) it 
may be demanded* why die Vanqnifhcd fhould contend 
smy longer ? To thb I anfwer^ that the FentathUta were 
probably obliged by the Laws of the Ofymfick Games to 
gQ through all the Fwe Exereifa, For Paufamas repre- 
fents the Ptntaiblm as a very tedious and laborious Con- 
(eft i which Reprefentation of it is by no means juft» 
upon the Suppofition that the Vidory was decided by a 
fingle Trial. I could confirm what is here iaid of the 
Firaatblom by Other Authorides* but I am unwilling to 
multiply Qgotadons ; and probably no one iKoll think it 
worth his while to difpute this Point. 

But though all the Competitors except one muft have 
deipaired of gaining the Crown, even from the very firft 
Trial, yet might they ftill be dcfirous of carrying on the 
Conteft through the Four remaining Exerdfes (had they 
not been required to do it by the Olympick Laws) either 
with a View of iignaliaing themfelves in fome of the other 

F a Con- 
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Contefb, or the Hopes of ravifliiig 4^'Ci0wii fidi 
him, by whofe Vidoiy Aey kad becn'exc3Q9ed fiom tii 
Profpea of obtaning It. WBicb, if Mf f^iAty, voatp 
Re^gnge ; though Revenge in their GJimmfhincrg m^ 
well be deemed a kind of Viaoiy lii^er iuunond iibi 
inglorions. In .this Cafe indeed it might foinedmes lof 
pen, that none of the Competitors Ivoilld be entitled ti 
the Crown > bat even this may be tdnjftiie^ as an Eve^ 
with which the Majority of the Competitors, at leai^ij 
not of the SpeftHtdrs, who npon fhch 3ccafions ate edi! 
monly divided into different Intereih and Padions^'i 
as much Reafon tb be pieced, as with die Gloiy a 
to a fmgle Perfon, to the ]>i{honour of theWelvet ( 
Friends. . ■ - • 

Before I condnde this Section I mnft-'tsike i 
FindoTy in his i j** Ofymf,Oity congratulates . 
Corinth npon his having ^ned in one Day two i 
Crowns ; one in the Stadium j orfimple Foot^IUut, tb J 
in the Pentatbhn ; 'wfjichy fays he, lie^^ JbafjfuJiii 
XLm Be/ore* The Reafon is, that the Regiitien'4 
tath/ete,BS both Epi^rtus and his Difdple ArimSkli 
us, was very different from that ofan jhhlete,\vhi i 
fied himfelf for a fingle Exerdfe alone, as RmaHiif,} 
ling, or any other. Whence^ as we we aflhred 
P/ato and Longinus, it feldom happened thati iVi 
though vety eminent in his Profelfion, was able ta^ 
tend with an JthUte in that Exereife, as SMmm 
Example, or WreftBf^^ to which alone he haid 

3 hinfiii 
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himfelf altogether. The fame Thing may be faid of all 
r the Athletts in general ; who differed from each other in 
a their refpeftive Regimens and Diets, as much or more 
I than in the feveral Exerdi^s to which they p^uliarly ap.- 
i pli^d thpmfelves^ 

' SECTION 5f. 

Of the Caftus. 

THE Combat of the Ca^ax, which was revived in 
the 23^ Olympiad^ was a very rough Exercife j in 
which the Vidlory was jnoft commonly, if not always 
gained with Blood. For this Reafon it was held in little. 
ElUmation by moft People. The Phyficians, who wer© 
accuftomed upon many Occafions to prefcribe the Ufe of 
ibme or other of the Gymnaftick Exercifes, either make 
no mention of this, or fjpeak of it only to condemn it.. 
Alexamkr^ as Flutarch [i] tells us, treated it with no more 
Jlegard : for he never admitted either the Cafius or Pan- 
cratium among thofe Games, which he after exhibited 
during his War in Afia. And indeed, to fay nothing of 
the Danger to which the Combatants in thefe two Exer- 
cifes were expofed 5 and for which the Glory alone of the 
Victor, without any other Advantage accruing either to 
Jiimfelf or his Country, was not a fufficient Recompence ; 
Ae Regimen obferved by thofe who qualified themfelves 
- ^ thcfc Combats, was by no means proper for a Soldier. 

[i] IpAlcx. 

F 5 What 
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What this was in general, may appear from dw Accon 
given of it to Philtpamim ; who, bemg ezciediii^jr defr* 
bus of becoming a good Soldier, had for thnt RealoB, 
with great Diligence, exercifed himfelf even fiom lui fih 
fancy in the Management of his Arms, in Harfistnniiilq^. 
and Wrefiling [2] ; in the hft of which Exerdiet be hid 
made a good Prqfidency. But being fdvifed by ftuB 
People to apply himi^tp fiufy Exqrdfespropeilir calkd 
Athletick (by which, I diink, miift be uderftood dtt 
Cafius and die FoMraiium^ in contra-diftinfti on to 4tf 
TaU or JVreJIUng, as appears from this Paflago) he ilk. 
manded of them, whether the two Profi^ns of an 
tete and a Soldier were not inconMent I In anAver ta 
Qneftioa he was told, that both the Habit of Bady 
die Way of Life of a Soldier and an AMm 
every Refpe^l ; and eonfequently they were to be 
differently, both with regard tp their Regimen a^A 
dieir Excrcifcs : That an JMte was to endeai 
much Sleep, peipetual Repletion, dated and 
pofe and Exercife, to acquire and keep up a ceitaiiL^ 
faiency $ which, by the lead Variation in his Diet or JW|piitoi 
ner of living, was very fubjeft to be loft : wl 
Soldier ihould accuftom himfelf to all Sorts of 
lities, to a Life fiill of Difcompofure and Diforderj J 
above all, to fupport with Eafe the Want of 
and the Lois of Sleep. Thefe Reafons determined JPAfci 
kfcmin not only to rejed thefe Exerciff» hipiieii^ but m 

IJil Plttt. in Philopcem, 

4i^fnini||l 
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diTcourage them in others. I will not fay thefe were the 
Reafons that induced L^rw;^ to baniih the C^fius and 
Fancratwm from Bfarta^ becaofe there is another Reafon 
aiGgned for his doing it, which I ihall take Notice of in 
another Place ; but it is certain that the Diet and Regi- 
men prefcribed by him to his ^fartmut ivfembled much 
more that of a Soldier than that of an Athkti. This 
Corpuknty^ or Pohjfareia (Fleflunefs) as the Gr€0ks called 
it, was fought after and chcriihed by the Combatants 19 
the Cajhu^ as a Sort of Covering and Defence for their 
Bones and Mufdes, againft dry Blows and Buffets ; but 
was at the fame Time reiy improper for a Sddier : for, 
as Efandnandas \%\ obierved to 3 fat Fellow, whom for 
his Bulk he turned out of the Army* it would requiro 
three or four Shields to cover and defend a Belly that 
hindered a Man from feeing his own Knee. 

On the other hand, there are great Authorities to be 
produced in favour of the Cofftus, Ibrade^ and PoUux, 
Demigods ; Amicus King of the Behrydanf^ and Erix his 
Grandfon, were the firft whp diftinguiihed themfelves in 
thofe Combajs : upon his Superiority in which Aaycus [4] 
fo valued himfelf as to compel all Strangers who touched 
upon his Coaft^ to take up the C^ftus, and make Trial of 
his Strength and Skill in the Management of that rude 
Jnibument of Death ; for fo it proved to many, who ac- 
cepting the Challenge periihed in the Combat. But at 
length the Royal Athlete met with his Match ; Pollux en* 

[3] Plttt. Apopth. W ApoU. Rhod. L, ii. Thcpqr, 

f 4 countered. 
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cotintered, fubdued, and Htw him, according to jfyMdu 
IRhodim [5}, but that laH! Part of the Story is denied by 
other Authors. All htJWever agrcc^ that J^^&ur handled 
him roughly enough to make him fenfible bf^ Folly 
which many Tyrants have run into> fome ' have fnfiered 
by, but which none hav^.reDeded upq^tilt they came tp 
Aiffelr ; namely, the. Folly « of ena6iing an unjiift and crod 
Law, ^\'hich in its Confequences may, and often does 
happen to fecoil upon-themfdves. 

't\C\% Amicus is faid to liave invented the Combat of 
theCrt?/fw'. 

After him we dnd it in Eomer [6] prad^ed by thf 
Heroes of the 7ZrW, and in Virgd [7] making one amoiK' 
the <idki95 exhibited by Mneas in Honour " of his Fathcif 
Anehifi^i in which two Authors may be feen a compfalfl 
Defcription both of the Combat, and of theC^w wid^ 
which the Hands and Arms of die Combatants weie 
ufually bound. This confifted of many Thonigs of hmi 
thry or rinxj Hides of Bul/s, wound about the Haml Uld 
Arm up to tlie Elbow ; and feems to have been inventedjf 
as well for a Safeguard to thofe Parts upon whieb- Ati 
firft Fury of the Battle generally fell, as for an'olfenfivri 
Weapon ; though, when it was lined with Plates'iof Lead 
or Iron (which it fometimesivas, according to Virgil) 'oo© 
would think it intended chiefly for the latter : butlmnl^ 
take Notice, that neither of the three Greek P6et» who 

[5] SeetheScholiaft, Vcr. 97. andTheocr. f6J H.ttv, 

[7JiEn.y. 
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have given us a Deicripdoji of the Qefius, make any 
mention of Plates of Lead or Iron. 

There may ppffibly have be? n ^mother Intention in 
binding up the Hands of the Combatants with Thongs of 
Leather y and ^t is, to prevent their laying hold of each 
other ; from which, as from kicking alfo, and tripptng^ 
they were reffa^ned by the Laws of the Oeftus, 

Paufanifu hafh helped us to another 'Reafon for thp 
Cuilom of binding up the Fingers of the Combatants, 
yvhich took its Rife frofn an Accident that happened ii^ 
the Neman Games. 

Creugas and Damoxenus \%\ two Chgmj^ons of equal 
Strength and Skill, having drawn out their Combat to 
the Evening, without either's having been able to fubdue 
his Adverfary^ agreed at length to permit each other tQ 
ilrike in his Turn where he fhould think proper, without 
either of them endeavouring to ward off the Blows. 
(Creugas began, and gave Damoxemu 3. Wound upon the 
Head. Damoxemts being now to take his Turn, ordered 
his Anmgonift to lift up his Arm, and keep it flill ; and 
at the fame JTime ifaruck him under the Ribs with the 
jfnds of his Fingers ; which, by reafon of the Strength 
and Sharpnefs of the Nails and the Violence of the Blow, 
penetrated into his Belly j and Damoxenus following his 
Blow, widened the Wound, and through it drew out the 
Entrails of his Enemy, who died upon the Spot. The 
Peath o( Creugas gave Damoxenus the Vidory indeed, but 

p] Pauf. L. viii. c. 40f 

not 
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not the Crown ; for the Judges of the Gsmes drove bin 
with Infamy and Indignatum oat of the SimSmm ; as o» 
who had conquered b/ Treachery » and by repeatii^ ha 
Blows without allowing Cnt^ms to have his Tam» had 
bafdy violated the Conditions agreed upon between dm 
in the hearing of the whole Afiembly. Cr§t^m wu 
crowned i and the Stnfs of the Ctftms^ which hitherto^ 
according to the ancient Coftomy were tied in the Pala 
or Hollow of the Hand, were from that Time bioii^ 
orer the Fingers, and fattened upon the Wxift. 

The ancient Caftus [9] was called ^'Xtx^» or J^\ 
perhaps becanfe it was compofed of raw Hides, or perhafs 
tp diftingnifh it from the more modem deftus. Wc haie 
already remarked one material Difference between tfaeai 
by which I think it appears, that the former was more 
£tted to defend the Hand and Arm of the Combatants 
(which, I fuppofe, was its original Purpofe) and the lat- 
ter to hurt and annoy the Enemy : and it is not unlikely, 
that as the Grecians began to refine upon the GymtrnpUk 
Exercife?, and the Science of an Athlete^ from the En- 
couragement of the Publick, grew by Degrees into a Prp- 
feJJiQn : it is not unlikely, I fay, that the Cofjlmj fhodd 
from Time to Time receive feveral Additions ; and that 
at length it (hould be improved by the Romans^ who dc-r 
lighted in bloody Spedaclcs, into that terrible Weapon 
defcribed by f^ir^i/. This Conjedhire will at leaft ac« 

[9] Vid, Pauf. ibid, 

CPWl^ 
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•ount for die Diftrence obiennable between diat in Fir" 
gil^ and diofe defcribed by the Greek Poets. 

I muft alfo obferve, that in Afollotnus Rhodtus^ Amyaa 
the Challenger throws down two Pair of Cafiufes^ the 
Choice of which^ out of Braveiy, he leave9 to FeUux^ 
wijhout drawing Lots^ and FoUux^ without exan>jping, 
takes thofe that w^re next him. Did the Poet borrow 
this Circipiftance from any fuch Cuftom in the publidc 
Games ? Did the Combatax^ in th« Olym^ck Stadium 
bring their oivn Cafii^esf J!)id they caft Lots for the 
Choice \ Or were they fumi/hed by the Prefidents of 
|;he Games witH C^ftufes of a like Form and Weight, as 
^ntellm and Bares were by JEneas f I am inclined to 
think the latter was the Method, fioqi a Cuilom ob- 
ferved at Olymfia^ to fumifh the Armed Racers and the 
DifcoboU with Shields and Difcks out of the pviblick 
Tr^afurcs, 

The Combatants in this Exerdfe alfo fought naked [i ], 
or at moil wi^ no pth^r Covering than a Scarf tied 
round their Middle, lliey alfo wore a Cap or Head- 
piece, to defend their Ears and Temples from Blows, 
which in thpfc Places might have f roved mortal, efpe- 
cially when inflifted by a ftrong Hand, armed with fo 
jude a Weapon, Thefe Head-pieces were <^f Brafs, ac- 
cording to the Author of the Etymologicum Maptum, It 
appears, however, from the following Epigram of Lucil- 
iiks^ that the Cpnfequences of thefp Batdes were fome- 

[i] $ce Burettoi 

^mei 
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tunes very terrible^ though the CombataiitB claip^%id|» 
their Lives and Limbs*. 

On a Conqueror in the Casftus. 

This Viftor [2], glorious in his OiSk;#-Wreat2h, 
Had once Ejes^ Eye-hrows, Kofe^ and Ears, and Tetfi^ 
But turning Caftus-Chafrtfion^ to his Coft» 
nefe^ and, dill worfe ! his Heritage he loft. 
For by his Brother >&V, difown'dj, at lad 
Confronted with his Pidure he was cajf^ 



[%1 Ant^iol. L. ii, c. i. £|p. 1, '\ 

S E C T I O N XI, "^^ 

Of the Pancratium. ^ 

*' T^HERE are wpndcrful Difputes, as I hear (fl|^' 
-*• Celiuj [1] Rbodi^jius) among the Grantmariim^ ^ 
*• concerning the Toncratluiriy who cannot agree whaD^ 
'* Sort of an Exercife it was ; nor wherein the pccali^,." 
^ Excellence of a Fancratiajl confided. But nptwith-^ . 
" ftanding (continues he) I think it very eafy to dedjSg ^ 
** that (I^eftion." And indeed, from the two PaffagcJ^ 
which he there quotes out o{ Arifiotle and ^nBilian, it 
feems pretty plain that the Pancratium [2] was an Ezer<f 

[i\ Ant. Lc£l. L. ziii. <:• 30. 

[2] This is farther evident firom the two following Pa(l«get| cv^h^ 

cife 
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cife that partook both of the Cafius and the PaU\ by 
which it is to be underftood, that an Atblett mctft boncw 
many Things from each of thofc Sciences to render him- 
felf eminent in the Pancratium, He moft learn to itif^ 
and ftriki^ to box^ and graffk with his Antagonift ; to 
Hand with Firmiiefs, fall with Advantage, and rife witK 
Vigour and Celerity ; or maintain the Combat upon the 
Ground : to attack and to defend, to annoy and refill his 
Enemy in every Attitude ; and to employ in one or other 
of thofe Purpofes every Limb, and Nerve, and Sinew, all 
the Faculties, and all the Strength of &is whole Body : 
this is implied in the Word Pancratinm [3] ; and is the 
bell Account of an Exerdfe, in which the Combatants 
were allowed (under certain ReftrifHons, hereafter men- 
tioned) to make what ufe they thought proper of all the 
Arms that Nature had given them, both ofFeniive and 
defenfive, and of only thofe : for neither (as in the Cajha) 
were their Hands and Fingers bound up or armed, nor 
their Legs «nd Feet prohibited frbni joining in the Batde;, 
nor were they relbained from fhiking, as in the Pali. 
They werfc able notwithftanding, with no other Anna 
than thefe, fo to mangle and injure cme another, that it 
was thought proper to reffarain them in fome Points [4] ; 

«r^ TD n%n9M, Nicephonis Gregoras, ap&d Synef. vi(\ Iwsvlwr, 
S«c Fab. Ag. L. i, c. 9. Plut. in Sym. L. ii. Q/ 4. on 76 /uI/umU 1^ 

[3] Pancratium is derived from n«» and K(^'t0C« 
[4] See Bur, z Mem. fur los Athletet. 

kft 
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left a Conteft (et on Foot mcrtlx for W&ary 9od Hpaa^ 
ihottld be diigraced hj Murder or Malice, tad flp/QMH* 
batants be provoked to encouater one taodittr 119 m Mai* 
ner aiorc becoming Beafb than Men. An MIm dien* 
fore was forbidden to kill hit Adverfaiy defigaodly^ tt 
dig or pluck out his Eyes, to tear him widi hie Toetli, or 
ibrike him underthe Ribs with the Ends of hia Piiigm^ 
as was done by Dam§xtmu to Criugai ^ notwithAmding 
which there was ftill Room enough left for them to czcr- 
ciTe their Skill and Strength, their Courage and Rcfb- 
lution : I fay Reiblution, becanfii it was a commim 
Pradice for a PmmcrtUiaft to choke the Strength and Sk3} 
of his Antagonift by twifHng and entangling himfl^ •• 
about his Legs and Arms ; and to endeavour by Pa 
and Pain, and Sufibcation, to weaiy him into a Su 
of the Vidory. All, or moil of thefe Circumftancca 4|||^^' 
to be met with in the Story of ArrachiQU [5}, which.l|l|||k - 
pened in the £fly-fourth Olympiad, Arracln^m waa Hpi 
eminent Famratiaft^ who in the former Olymfiadt Iiad.4ii 
ready gained two Crowm, and was now to, encomft^ 
with the laft of his Antagonifls for the third : but Jfl 
having,^perhaps, obferved by his former Combats, in «dy|| 
the Superiority of Jrracbion confided, and thinking it bot^ 
ter to prevent him, ruffied in, and twining his Feet about 
him, feized him at the fame Time by the Throat, whidk 
he griped with both his Hands. ArraeU^n^ having mifr 
other Means either of difengagtng himfdif or anooyiBg 

[5] Psnf, L.viii. c*40. 
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tn Enemy, who was thus got widiin him and had almoft 
ftrangled him to Death, broke one of his Toes ; through 
the extreme Pain of which die other was ccmipelled to 
refign the Viftory, at die very Inftant that Arrachum gave 
up the Ghoft. Arraclnwy though dead, was proclaimed 
Conqueror, and the Qnnm of OU've was accordin^y feC 
upon his Head« 

In this ihort Hiftory we may obferve the Love of Glory 
triumphing on the one hand over the Fear of Death, an4 
yielding on the other hand to Pain, which M'/tmi ibme- 
where ilyles firfeS Mi/ery, And, notwithftandiag the 
boafled Apathy of the Stmis, Philofophy perhaps can find 
no Anoipu againft the importunate and impatient Power 
of Pain, of fo much Force and Efficacy as the Love of 
Glory and the Dread of Shame ; which for that ReafiML 
was always fet in Oppofition to it by Lyeurffu. But at 
the Senfe of Pain was implanted in Mankind by Natme 
for very wife Purpofes, he endeavoured by the Force of 
Habit and Education to fnper-induce among his Spartaas 
a Kind of fecond Nature, if not wholly infenfible of 
Pain, yet not eafily fobdued by it. They were accord- 
ingly taught, even from their Infancy, to fet it at De- 
fiance ; to enter the Lifts, as it were, and combat with 
it ; while at the fame Time their Friends, their Relations, 
and their Parents, animated them to the Conflidt, and re- 
compenfed their Victory with Praife and publick Ho- 
nours. To this End many painful Difciplines were in- 
vented, and many Sorts of Contefts encouraged in Sparta, 

as 
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ts rude and bloody as the C/rJIus oi* Famcrt uim my which oe* 
Tcrthelcfs their wife I.egiflator abfelntely piDhibited : fit 
the Law of thefe two Exercifes requiring thut one of tk 
Combatants (hould yield, either in Words or by ftictxl- 
ing out his Hand or Finger, or by giving ibme odxr 
Teftimony of his fo doing ; Lycurgds [6] fbi^ade his Bf»^ 
ions to engage in either of them, becanfe (as he faidKm- 
ielf) he would not have them accnflom themfelves to 
yield the Vidloiy not even in Sport. The Sfartam, bB' 
doubtedly, from the hardy and AthkHck Courie of Life 
into which he had put them, had a much fairer Pixyfpeft 
of conquering in thefe Contefts thaii any other People o( 
Greece ; but if they failed of the Victory (which even ia 
this Kind of Warfare depends often upon Chance and 
Accident, to fay nothing of the infurmountable Advan- 
tages which Nature bellows upon foxhc Men in preference 
to all other, and which no Force of Art or Education can 
pretend to equal) they would then fee themfelves reduced 
to the fad Neceflity, either of publickly difavowing thfc 
haughty Maxim oi Sparta^ and breaking her Laws, or of 
improfitably lofing a Life, which they might employ to 
much better Purpofes in the Service of their Country [7]. 
•The Laws oi Sparta commanded a Man to die or con- 
quer; and ptanifhed with extreme Infamy thofe who 
faved themfelves by Flight [8], which is only another 
Form of rsnoancing the Vidory : for they were not only 

[6] Plut, in Apopth, [7] Herod. L*vii, f8] Plut. ia 

AgcfilaOr 
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THE OLYMPICK games. 07 
excluded from all Offices and Honours, but it was 
efleemed igiiominidtis to make any Alliances with them 
by Marriage : it was alfo allowable for any Body that 
met with them to kick and ib*ike them ; and the mifer- 
^ble Wretches wandered up and down, expofed to the 
Scorn and Infults of their Countrymen ; and bearing 
about the Marks of their Infamy, in the Coarfenefs and 
Colour of their Habits, and the Dejeftion of their Coun- 
tenances rendered ftill more contemptible by being ihavod 
only on one Side. Lycurgus, therefore, adted very con- 
ibnantly with his own Laws, in forbidding his Sfariam 
the Cifftus and Pancratium ; and very conMently with his 
Views of rendering them a hardy and warlike People, in 
permitting and encouraging among them the Ufe of all 
the other Gymnaftick Exercifes. For thefe admitting a 
clear Decifion of the Vidlory, without the hard Condition 
impofed on t^e Combatants in the Cajius and Pancra- 
tiunty of ading in their own Condemnation, allowed the 
Vanquifhed the fecret Satisfaction of prefcrving his Mind 
and Spirit at leaft unconquered [9]. 

I need not perhaps inform the Reader, that the Com- 
batants in the Qeftus and Pancratium were naked, ^r. 

[9] This is very well explained by the following Paflage of Seneca de 
Benefic, L, v. c, 3. Laced^emonii vetant fuot Pancratio aut Caeftu de' 
cernere, ubi inferiorem oftendit vi3i confeffio, Curfor metam prior con- 
tingit, velocitate alt'um non ammo antecaffiti luBator ter abjeiiux ferdidit 
falmam, non tradidit. Cum inviSox eje Lacedamonii civet Juos magn» 
aftimarenty ab bit certaminibus removerunt, in quibut vidorem faeit no9 
iudex, non per fe iffe exitus,fed vox cedent is et tradere jubentis. 

Vol. II. G and 
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and that the Reftridions juft now menti J N M! 
alfo to the former, as far as the Nature of .iiu|t Kxeicife 
would allow. As in theie two Exercifes it 9tfkB necdbijr 
to fair the Combatants, this we are to fiqyefe wm doK 
by Lot, in the fame Manner as the Wr^Uerxwtn «^»«^V^ 
in the Pali, which has been defcribed in a I bg eg uii ^ 
Se&ion, and therefore need not be repeated here.: hut f 
cannot forbear inferdhg a remaikable Stoiy of a. SmuoB^ 
Athlete named JEgles, who having been dmnb finom hie 
Birth came to the Ufe of Speech, by an Eifeft as fiiddei 
and forprizing as that related of the Son tiGntfiu: tite 
it in the Words of Auks GeUuu, upon whofe Ciedk I ItuB 
leave it. Sed et quij^am Samms AthUta, mmett iiU flsi 
A(7X))(, cum emtea non bptens fiajfet, ohfimkm £ciimr oiM 
fam loqm cafijfe, Nam quttm tnfacra certamku firtith h^ff- ' 
ip/um et ad*verfarios nm bona fide fieret, et fitrtem wmmdefSt^ 
fam fidjici ammadvertijfet ; repente in eum, qm id fmdJidj^- 
fefe indere qmd facerety magnum inclamaviL AtquiUMt 
*oinctdo folutus per omne inde vita t'empus nm turbidi mj/m' 
adhaje locutus efi. Thefe Words import, Aat^j&fW^ 
ing a Candidate for one of the Four facred Crowm^ asd 
perceiving the OEcer who was appointed to match ikir 
Combatants, fraudxdently endeavouring to put a wr«|f 
Lot upon him, cried out to him with a loud Voice, ^^ilL 
he faw what he was doing ,. from which Time the Baadh 
of his Tongue being loafed, he contihiied for die reft <gV^ 
his Life to ipeak difiini^Uy and without Hefitation, 
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If we compare the Words non loquem, in the former 
Part of this PaiTage, with thofc non turhide neque adhafe^ 
in the latter Part, we niay be induced to believe that 
jEgles, before this Accident, was not abfolutely dumb, 
but had only a great Impediment and Hefitation in his 
Speech 5 which will make the Story fomewhat lefs won- 
derful : but whether in either Cafe the Cure was poflible 
or not, I (hall leave to the Naturalifts to determine ; and 
obferve, that the Fraud which prodiiced in JEgles fuch a 
violent Agitation, as at once broke all the Impediments 
which tied up the Organs of his Speech, probably re- 
lated to the La of the Ephedms, or Odd Man, referved to 
engage with one of the Conquerors : a Lot of the utmoft 
Confequencc, efpecially in the C/efius and Pancratium ; 
in which a Combatant, though viftorious, might yet havie 
been fo roughly treated, or fo much (pent, in his former 
Engagement as to be litde able to conteft the Vidlory 
with an Antagonift, who came frefh and unwounded to 
the Battle. Paufaniasy indeed, {peaks of a Pancratiaft 
named Sofiratus^ who had an eafy Method of obtaining 
the Viftory : his Cuftom was, to (eize faft hold of his 
Adverfiury's Fingers, which he broke, and never quitted 
his hold till they renounced the Conteft. This Method 
gained him twelve Ifihmian and Nemean, two Pyt'jian, and 
three OfymfUk CrowRs, together with a Statue at Olympian 
and the Surname af Acro-cherfites, 
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SECTION xn. 
Of the Horfe-Races. 




whic^ 



IH AVE now gone through the /cv« ^ 
are diftinguifhed* by the 'N^e^of Cy^mmfilick % . and 
which, as well from ^eir Seniority; as their Precedence* 
in the Celebration of the;0^fm^ir/( Games, Ivive a Right in 
this Dijffertation to take Pldce of the Horfi-Rmca ; though 
the Competitors in the ^ latter were, generaDjr ipeakin|^ 
Men of higher Rank [i] and Confideradon tbaft ^d!i4U- 
letiti and the Spedacle was in itfelf, perhaps^ 
pompous and magnificent. ji^« 

There were properly but two Kinds of Horff^IUitgj^ 
Ofynfia, namely, the Cbarioi-Race, introduced into 1 
Games in the 25*^ Ofympiad, and the Race of 
Hor/es, which was not admitted 'till the 33*^. All the 1«%l.. 
which I ihall take Notice of in their Order,, wete lildpf •• 
elfe than Modifications of thefe two. . vsa- • 

It appears from the Story of Oenomasis and Pdifft^ tkit^ 
the Chariot 'Rac^ was known in Elis^ even before the W* 
fUtution of the Ofympick Games ; which are faid bjr i 
People to have been celebrated by the latter [2], 
the Occafion of his Vidory over Oenomaus, It may ftea^ 
therefore a little flrange, that neither Iphitsu^ when lie. 
reilored thefe Games, nor the Eleans, who after iiim had.. • 
the <Superintendency and Diredion of them, fhonld not, .. 
[i] Ifocr. de Bigis. [2] Sec Section the Fitft, 

befbn 
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before the 25^*' Ofympiad, think of reviving an Exercife 
•fb famous in the traditional Hiftdry of their own Country. 
For it was in the Qfariot-Race that Pelopsli]^ the great 
Hero of the Eleansy vanquifhed Oenomaus, and won Hif- 
podarma^ the fair Prize for which fo many Princes before 
him had hazarded and loft their Lives : though poffibly 
that Lady, like Ecechiria the Wife of Iphitus^ may have 
only been an allegorical Perfonage, and no more be meant 
by that Story, than that Pekps conquered Oenomaus by his 
fuperior SkiU in Horfemanjhip [4]. But whether this Con* 
jedlure be admitted, or whether Hippodamia be taken for 
the real Daughter of Oenomaus^ fo named, perhaps, by 
her Father, from a Science in which he took himfelf to 
excell, it tends either Way to prove the great Antiquity 
and Eftimation of the Chariot-Race ; and brings us back 
to the Queftion, how it came to pafs that it was admitted 
no earlier into the Olympick Games, This, in all likeli> 
hood, was owing principally to the great Scarcity of Horfes 
throughout all Greece, not only at the Time of the Re- 
vival of thofe Games y but for many Olympiads after j and 
in the next Place to the great Expence that attended the 
breeding and managing of Horfes ; and laftly, perhaps, 
to the little Eftimation in which the Olympick Games were 
held at their Re-inftitution. The OU've-Cro^n had not 
as yet acquired that Luftre, which afterwards attrafted 

[3] Pindar^s Olymp. Ode i. 

[4] The Word Hippodamia is compounded of two (Jr^f^ Words, 
and ^gmfies the Art of taming or managing Horlb. 
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the Ambition even of Kings, and engaged th^princ^at 
Men of Greece in a CoiDpetitkm for an HoBOur, tliat wat 
cflccmcd Cvjual to a Roman triumph, 

Tiiac the ^.reeh were at all Tixnes but ill provided widi 
Cavalry, is manilcil through the whole Cofiirie of tbev 
Hiilur)'. At the ^-iuge of i'reyy when tbcy wexe able 
bring into the Field an Amiy of an hundied Thow&sA 
Men, they appear to I-ave had fo few Horfes, and to hanrft 
known fo little of the Ufcfulnefs of that noble Aaiaailf. 
as to eniploy them in no other Service tluuk i» drawii^ 
their chariots. With tliefe indeed they came thundeniy . 
to the Battle; but with fo little Order, and in io faoaSl% 
Number, that in the Equipage of a Chariot^ it is Yittjfi^ 
there was lefs Advantage and Convenience than P^IHt, 
and OflentatioQ. Horfes were the PoiTeffions only of ^|||\ 
Rich and Great, who never failed, in the Rnumeratioa^ 
their Wealth and Treafures, to reckon up their Hor/etwfi^ ' 
their Chariots, This we learn not from Hotner on]/ iHlih ■ 
^he Poets, who wrote of thofe early Times, or lived QMk 
them. Ifocraies fpeaks the fame Language, in aa Qfllflu 
tion [5] made to be fpokcn in a Court of Juftice ; ai)dr|a- 
prove the Nobility and W ealth of the Family ofudSbiki 
blades, who by his Mother's Side was defcended fi}|)ii|^ 
Jlcmaon, ufes no other Argument, than that Akmixm Wtf,; 
the firft Athenian that woita ?riz£ in the.C^«rrV/-AK».H.. 
the Olytnpick Gams. 

[S] Cc Bigis. ^^ 
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After the Tryan War, and even after the Reftitution 
of the Olympick Games, the fame Scarcity of Horfes is ob- 
fervable in Greece, For neither did the Lacedamonians^ 
the mofl: warlike People of Greece, nor any of the ?ehp- 
onnefians^ as Paufanias [6] informs us, know much of the 
XJ{c of Horfes, 'till after the two Mejfentan Wars ; from 
which Time the former, as they began to extend their 
Arms beyond the Ifthmm, grew fenfibie of their Want of 
Cavalry; and accordingly took Care to infbnft their 
Youth in Horfemanftiip. Nor were the Athenians^ the 
richefl and moft powerfuU People of Greece, better fur- 
nifhed with Cavalry than the Lacedemonians their Rivals. 
To remedy this Evil, and encourage the Breed and Ma- 
nagement of Horfes, Solon, indeed, inftituted an Order of 
Citizens in his Commonwealth, which confifted of fuch 
as were of Ability to ftimifh out a Horfe ; and to thefe he 
allotted the fecond Rank in the State. Yet we find that 
at the Batdc of Marathon [7], though they were to en- 
counter with an Enemy, whofe chief Strength confifled 
in their Cavalry, they were utterly deftitute of Horfe [8] : 
and even after the Ferfians were entirely driven out of 
Greece, which may be reckoned the mod glorious Period 
of that Commonwealth, their whole Number of Horfe, 
for fome Time, amounted to no more than Three hun- 
dred. 

From this remarkable Scarcity of Horfes among the 
Grecians may be be Ihewn, at the fame Time, the Reafon 

[6J Libtiv, £7] Herod, L,vi. [8] Potter's Antiq, VoJ.ii. 
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of their being introdaced fp late into th« Ofyf/^ck Games i 
and the Wifdom of introducing them. Greece wa$ in 
want of Horfes : it was therefore expedient to do fome- 
thing to procure them : and no Method was like to be £> 
effedual as the railing an Emulation among particular 
States and People, by rewarding with publick Honours 
thofe who fhould excell in the breeding and managing of 
Horfes. With this View then, in all likelihood^ was the 
Olympick Oli<ue propofed, as the only Prixe, perhaps, for 
which the feveral Nations of Greece would equally con- 
tend : and the Olympick IfiffoJrome was opened as a Thea- 
tre, where the feveral Competitors might exhibit their 
Pretenfions 5 and prove their Merit in the Prefence of all 
Greece, The Ofympick Games had now fubMed nj ar an 
hundred Years from the Time of their Re-inftitution by 
Iphitusy not \o mention their more repiote, though fabul- 
ous Original ; and confequently began to be looked upon 
with Veneration for their Antiquity, and frequented for 
the Sake of the Spedlade : which, confifUng of almoft 
all the Gymnafikk Exercifes, drew to Olympian not only a 
great Number of Candidates for the O/ive-Cro'wn^ but a 
Multitude of Spedlators alfo from all Parts of Greece ; 
who, beholding wi^h Pleafure and Admiration, and re- 
warding with Applaufe the Ardor and Emulation of thofe 
who contended for the Prize, infeniibly contributed to 
raife the Value of the Ofympick Chapleti and kindled in 
cacj^ other a like Ambition to obtain it. Upon the Jn- 
trodu^ion, therefore, of the Chariot-Race ^ the Rich and 

Noble,- 
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]Noblc, who arc alfo fond of Glory, as appears from theiy 
pftentation and Love of Flattery, with Pride and Plea- 
fure laid hold of an Occaflon, which prefented them wi^ 
the Means of obtaining what they could not help admir- 
ing with the Vulgar^ without engaging them at the fame 
Time in a Competition with them [9]. Alexander tht 
Great would have contended in the Foot-Race at Olympia^ 
could he have had Kings for his Antagonifb. £ut^ as I 
have obferved, there was no room to objeift againft the 
Meannefs of the Competitors in the Horfe-Races ; in the 
Lift of \yhofe Conquerors are accordingly fo be found 
Kings of all thofe Nations of Greece that were governed 
by Kings, as alfo the Men of the greateft Eminency, both 
for Wealth and Power, in thofe Commonwealths, whofe 
Liberty and Independence rendered their chief Citizen* 
equal, if not fuperior to thofe Kings. Of this laft Num 
ber was Alcihiades -, wjio perceiving (as his Son informs us 
in an Oration made for him byli'jJ/bcratesJ that the 
Olympick Games were held in great Honour and Admi- 
ration by all Greece 5 and that the Glory acquired in 
thofe Aflemblies, where every Grecian was accuftomed to. 
difplay his Wealth, and Strength, and Knowledge, re^ 
dounded not to the Viftor only but to his Country alfo, 
refolved to produce himfelf at Ofympia : but, confider- 
ing at the fame Time^ that in the Gynmaftick Exercifes the 
Generality of the Combatants were meanly bom, more 
meanly educated, and Inhabitants, perhaps, of mean and 

[9] Plut* in Apoptli. [1} ITocr. de Bigis, 
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And this kads sie to coniider aiKXher Pointy from 
which it will moife plainly appear that the Eleansy in in* 
troducing the Chariot-Raee into the Olympick Gamn, had 
^he Service of the Publick principally in View ; for as 
they offered the Ofympitk Olive to the Wealthy, who alone 
were able to fupport ^ great Expence, that neceflarily 
attends the breeding, keeping, and managing Horics, fo 
did they wifely make the Conditions of obtaining it as 
eafy to them as poffiblc, by exempting them from the 
trouble and Danger of driving their own ChariotSy hinted 
at by Euripides in the Ode above-mentioned. 

No one, however, was prohibited from driving his own 
Chariot ; which in all likelihood,, at the firft Revival 0/ 
thefe Races, was more praftifed, than the contrary Cu- 
ftom of leaving it to the Management of others. The 
Office of a Charisteer was anciently for from being dif- 
honourable; and the Skill of managing Horfes, which 
were then ufed only in Chariots j was reckoned among 
the Accomplifhments of a Hero : but when Chariots came 
to be laid afide in War, which feems to have happened 
foon after the heroick Ages [6], the Ufefiilnefs, and con- 
fequendy the Reputation of that Art beg^i to diminifh 
by Degrees ; wbence it foon came to be lodged in in- 
ferior Hands. And it was by no means the Bufinefs of 
the Eleofts to two/Mi if once more, by obliging the Ma- 
tters of the Horfes te^ contend in Peribn, and add to the 
Trouble and Expence of breeding and maintaining them 9 

£6] Potter's Anftn Vol. n, p» tS, 
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the fiibordinate and painful Office of m Aifciing imt \ 
ingthcm. This w(rald have been dog^ngt&sCbnditkMi; 
and would have difgufbd fome^ and exduded odiers fion 
being Candidates for a Gvot «, which they might liav« beA 
willing to deferve» but unable to obtain im Ftrfam. Sud^ 
at leafl, would have been the Sitnation of all the Smmi 
and Cities i and La^esy who contended hy Pr99^ in tte 
Olymfick Hippodrome, and received the Honovft ilue fi» 
that Ambition which they were thCended to excite i sni' 
which was as beneficial to the Publick in the Women ai 
in the Men. Ofmfca [7], a LacedmmmmH Lady of a 
ly Spirit, was the firft who gave this £xample to ber Siek^ 
encouraged to it by Agefikau her Brother, King of j^ 
who obferving fome of his Countrymen overvaluag 
felves upon the Number of their Horfes, and the 
lies obtained by them at Olympian prevailed with' 
Sifter to ihew them, by offering herfelf a Candidate' Jflf \ 
^e Equejtrian Cronjon^ that they were more indebeedil#; 
thofe Viftories to their Money than their Merit. Tliif " 
Precedent was afterwards followed by many Mat$ikiik0i^* 
Ladies ; which fhews, at the fame Time, the Picvalu w|f > 
of the Fafhion, the Extenfivenefs of its Influence, and tilS' 
Policy of the Eleansy in forming fo comjn^henfife f i 
Scheme, and opening, by that means, a Field foot tM 
Ambition of the Women ; who contributed equally ii#iA^9 
the Men to the promoting their principal Defign in a4^fi 
initting Chariots into the Olyn^ck Games, ' • V 

[7} Pauf, Lacon. Plut, in Agefilao.' 
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if, notwithftanding what has been juft now (aid, to 
ihew the WxiSom and Policy of the EUans^ in exempting 
the Owners of the Horfes from contending in Peribn, and 
yet beflowing the Crown upon them, any one (hoald be 
ilill inclined to think, that the chief Honour of an 
Equeftrian Viftory ought, in Jultice, rather to be conferred 
on the Charioteer who won it, than upon the Owner of 
the Chariot, I fhall defire him to take in Confideration 
the following piece of Hiftory, told by Phaarch in the 
Life of Alexander. 

Philip King oiMacedon [8], having made himfelf Ma- 
tter oiPotidaa, received in the fame Day three Meflen- 
gers : The firft of whom brought him an Account of a ' 
great Victory, obtained by his General Parmenio over the 
JUlyriofu; The fecond told him, that he was proclaimed 
Conqueror in the Race of Riding-Horfes at Olympia: And 
the third acquainted him with the Birth o^ Alexander. 
Plutarch tells us, that Philip was mightily delighted witk 
thefe three pieces of News, without faying which of them 
gave him the greateft Pleafure. The firft Event, un- 
doubtedly^ and the third, tended more dire6lly to the 
Furtherance of his main Deiign ; which was no lefs than 
that of enilaving all Greece, and of employing afterwards 
her united Forces to conquer, for his Glory, the Empire 
of the Perfians. The fecond was lefs conducive to thgfc 
Views,' but lefs pernicious alfo to his Country. Let die 
Reader determine, upon which of the Three Philip had 

[8] Wut. in Ahx. 

mod 
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nofiReafonto valaehimiclf: andwdifllheratqrcf t&tim, 
according to the ftrid Rule of Joflioe coiteDded for hf 
thofe who ofajed to the Proceeding of the Eiuau, on^tiD 
have been placed to his Account ? For the firft he was 
indebted to Parmenio and his Army } fer the fecond.to \» 
RuUr and his Ikrfc: and his Wife is ihrewdly fiiipeddl 
of having helped him to the third. 

What I have been faying concerning the FiSors in the 
Qwiot'Racef will hold equally to tbofe» who conqoeied 
in the Race of Riding-Horfesy Mtdesy ^c, in whicii latter, 
the Conditions of obtaining the Crovm of Vi£koTy were 
left as large as in the former, and are to be jii^£ed upon 
the fame Principles. 

But after all, it may feem impertinent to ufe many Ar- 
guments with an Engfi^ Reader, to convince him of the 
Wifdom and Juftice of a Proceeding which is every "Qwy 
pradifed afnongft us ; who have alfo our Hwfe-Races and 
Prixes for the Vi^Wy eftablilhed originally with the fane 
View, as thofe of which I am now (peaking, and under 
fome of the fame RegulaJtions : particularly with regard 
to the bellowing the Prizes which with «/, as wi A the 
Grecians y is conferred upon the O^wner of the Horfc that 
wins the Race, and not i^n the RUer. If this be an 
Injuflice, the Jockeys at Nenxitnarket have great Reafen to 
complain ; in whofe Opinion, I dare fay, a Piece of Piatt 
of a hundred Guineas is preferable to the Glory of a thou- 
fand Oiympick Cr<ywns, i will not iky their Mailers are 
in the fame Way of Thinking, nor make any farther 

Com- 
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Comparifon betyi^en the Cufloms obferved in the Harfe-: 
Races at Oljmph and thofe in Fafhion at Ne^vmarket: t 
fhall only take Notice, that no kind of Fraud or Violence 
was alk)wed of in the former j the Competitors in which, 
contended for Glory only : an Obj;^ jfeldom heartiljr 
purfued by thofe, who are fordid enough either to ufe or 
connive at the Ufe of Fraud. To return to the Chariot* 
Race, 

But though Ae. Mafter of the Horjes, for the Reafona^ 
above mentioned, was proclaimed the Con^i$ror, yet had 
the Horfes [9J their Share of Honour, and were annvtmC 
amid the Congratulations and Applaufes of the whole 
AfTembly. They who are acquainted with Homer and 
the Poets, will not be furprized at the Honours thus imt- 
parted to thefe noble Animals, whofe Nature was by 
them efteemed not unworthy of a divine Original ; and 
whofe Ardour and Emulation in the Cour/e feemcd to ex- 
prefs a Senfe of Glory almoft human, and juftify the 
Exhortations and Expodulations addreifed to them in 
thofe ancient Writings. 

A Cronun was alfo given to the Charioteer, to whofe 
Skill and Courage the Victory was always in great Mea- 
fure owing. I fay Skill and Courage, becaufe both the 
^ne and the other were abfolutely necelTary to finiih haip- 

[9] Pindar's Olymp. Ode 1,3. Plut. Sym. L, ii. (^4. Pauf. L. vi. 

^ Theoc, EifiU xvi. 
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p3y a durfe^ which the many ihort Jmnm^s round Ae 
Piilarsy and the Number of Chariots which fomedmes nm 
together, rendered extremely difficult and dangerous. 

To explain the Nature of thcfe Difficulties and Dan* 
gers, as well as fome Particulars relating to the HgHk 
Races, I ihall here infert a Defcription of the Olpsokk 
Hippodrome y or Horfe-Courfe, taken from Pemfamas, L. vi. 
which is as follows [ i ] . 

As you pafs out of the Stadiunty by the Setet of the J^- 
lanodicksy into the Place appointed for the Hor/e-Races^ ym 
tome to the Barrier, f Af ij?*?) where the Horjes and Charieis 
rendezvous before they enter into the Courfe. This Bar- 
rier in its Figure rcfembles the Pro^v of a Ship, with the 
Roftrum, or Beak, turned towards the Courfe, The other 
End, which joins on to the Portico oi 4gaptus (fo named 
from him who built it, fee the preceding Book, C. xv.) is 
very broad. At the Extremity of the Roftrwn, or Beak, 
over a Bar that rms acrofs the Entrance, (s^ri kuwvo^) is 
placed a Figure of a Dolphin [2] in Brafs, On the two 

[i] The French Tranflator of Paufanias hath inferted a Draught of 
the Apbefii, or Barrier here dcfcribed, defigned by the Chevalier Fo/- 
lard^ with which I would willingly have obliged the Reader, had I nott 
by comparing it with Paufaniasy difcovered fo many Miflakcs in it, that 
I thought the following Defcription would give him a clearer Idea of the 
Barrier and Hippodrome of Olympia, without that Draught, than with 
it. 

[2] The Dolphin here is a Symbol of Neptuncy furnamed Hippius or 
Equejirian, for his having produced a Uorfe by ftriking the Earth with 
his Trident, according to the Fable : without rccollefting this Circum- 
fiance, the Reader might be furprized to meet with the Figure of a 

placed 
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Sides of this Barrier y each of which is above four hundred 
Feet in Length, are built Stands, or Lodges, as' well for the 
Rlding-Horfes as the Chariots, which are diftributed by Lot 
among the Competitors in thofe Races: and before all 
thefe Lodges is ftretched a Cahky from one find to the 
Other, to ferve the Purpofe of a Barrier (yoit%.-nyync). 
About the Middle of the Pro^w is erefted an Altar, built 
of unburnt Brick, which every Olympiad \% plaiftered over 
with frefh Mortar ; and upon the Altar ftands a Braxen 
Eagle, wliich fpreads out its Wings to a great Length. 
This Eagle, by Means of a Machine, which is put in 
Motion by the Prejident of the Horfe-Races, is made to 
mount up at once into the Air to fuch a Height, as to be- 
come vilible to all the Speftators : and at the fame Time 
the Brazen Dolphin before -mentioned fmks to the Ground. 
Upon that Signal the Cables, ftretched before the Lodges 
on either Side of the Portico of Agaptus, are iirft let loofe, 
and the Horfes there ftationed move out and advance 'till 
they come ovcr-againft the Lodges of thofe who drew the 
fecond Lot, which are then likewife opened. The fame 
Order is obferved by all the reft ; and in this Manner 
they proceed through the Beak, or Roftrum ; before which 
they are drawn up in one Line, or Front, ready to begin 
the Race, and make Trial of the Skill of the Charioteers 
and the Fleetnefs of the Horfes. 

On that Side of the Courfe, which is formed by a Ter- 
race raifed with Earth, and which is the longeft of the 

Dolphin in a Horfe-Courfe. The Eagle is a known Symbol of Jupiur, 
to whom the Olympiek Games were confecratedt 

Vol. it. H \w^ 
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two Sides, near to the PafTage that leads oat of the Gm^ 
acrofs the Terrace, (lands an Altar of a round Figure, de« 
dicated to ^armxifpm^ the Mirror of the Ihrjes, as his Name 
imports ; of whom more hereafter. The other Side of 
the Courfe is formed not by a Terrace of £arth» but a I£H 
of a moderate Height, at the End of which is ere^ed a 
Temple, confecrated to Ceres Chattp^ne^ whofe Priefiefi hat 
the Privilege of feeing the Olytnpkk Games, 

Thefe are the mod remarkable Particoburs which PmL- 
fatdas has thought fit to give us, relating to the O/ymfki 
Hzppodrome or Horfe-Courfe : and though from thefe we 
may be able to form a general Idea of its Figu^re, yet are 
there others no lefs neceflary to be known» for the dear 
nnderftandlng the Nature of the Races ; fiich as the 
Length and Breadth of the Courfe, the two Meta^ or GmIs, 
round which the Chariots and Horfes made their {everal; 
Turnings, with the Diftance between them j all which wt 
are left to make out by Conjefture only. 

The Hippodrome at Conftantinopie, of which there are yet 
fome Traces remaining, is faid by Wheeler to have been 
§hout f^e hundred and fifty ordinary Faces long, and about 
an hundred and t'wenty hroad, and to have been anciently 
adorned with feveral excellent Ornaments, of which, fiiyi 
he, only three Pillars remain for me to give an Account 
of. 

The firft of thefe is a Pillar (or rather an Obelifk) of 
Mgyptian Granite, confifting of one Stone, about fifty 
Feet long, ere^ed on a Pedeftal of eight or ten Feet 

abpv«. 
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above Ground. — On the North Side of the Pcdcftal is ft 
Baffh-relievo^ expreffing the Manner how this Pillar was 
fet up : and another below that representing the Hifpo* 
Forney as it v^as before that Filial^ was iet np, widi the 
Manner of their Horfi-Races, ** It appears (to make dfe 
** of his own Words) with yo«r principal Pillars^ with a 
'^ vacant Place in the Middle (where this is now erected) 
** which made the Feet all eqoally diftant from each 
** other. The ordinary Stadhms of the Ancients had but 
^^ three Pillars, being but an hundred and twenty-five 
*^ Paces long, which is a great deal fhorter than thi«. 
^* From the firft Pilhur ^ty fletrted their Horjesy having th« 
** Word APIITETE, or Cdurage, written on the Pillar gi- 
^* ven them. At the middle they were called upon to 
** make hafte, by the Word rnETAE, which was written 
** alfo on the Pillar. At the laft they were to retuni, 
*« riding about the Pillar on the farther End ; therefore it 
*' had the Word KAM+ON engraven on it. By this Bajo- 
■* relie'vo is exprefled the Running of the Horfes, and the 
*• Emperor ihinding in die Middle crowning the Viftor. 
•' But what that held up by four Pillars, and the other 
** fingle round Pillar were for, we could not conjedhire, 
*' unlefs only for Ornament." fFbeela^s Travels, L. ii. 
p. 183. 

Whether the Olymfick Hifpodrome was fo long tod fo 

wide as this of QmftantinopUy I will not determine ; but 

that it was confiderably longer dian an ordinary Stadium, 

ii evident : for as it appears from the Baffo-relievo above 

H 2 defcribed 
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defcribed by Wheeler^ and indeed from Medads, and manjr 
other Remains of Antiquity, that there were two Pillars 
placed towards the two Extremities of the HifpodrmtUy to 
ferve as Metasy or GoaU^ round which the CbartQis and 
tiorfes made feveral ^umingsy a large Space ci* Gromul 
muft neceflarily have been left beyond each of thofe Pil- 
lars> that the Horfes, and efpecially the Chariots, might 
have fufiicient Room to make their Turnings^ without nmw 
ning againft the Pillars^ or falling foul on one another^ 
and this Space mufl have been large enough to admit of 
a great Number of Chariots. It has already been ia]4 
that Alcibiadis for his own Share brought at one Time fe- 
yen CharioUy and certainly he was not without Compelt 
tors to difpute the Crown with him. Sephociss, in a Dei^ 
fcription of a Cbariot-Race, which I fhall infert at the E^ 
of this Sedion, fpeaks of Ten, and Pindar of no lefi thaa 
Forty Chariotsy contending at one and the fame. Time. If 
therefore in a Space of one hundred and twenty-fvt 
Pacesy the Meafure of an ordinary Stadiumy Room enoog^ 
be left beyond the Tiuo Pillars for a large Number of 
Chariots to pafs, the Length remaining for the Rati wilt 
be much too fhort. A proportionable Space muft liki* 
wife have been left between the Pillars^ which divided 
the Courfe in the Middle, and the two Sides of the B^f^ 
drome. 

The Grcus Maximus (as defcribed by Dion, Hal.) in 
which the i?tf«r/z»i^ exhibited their Chariot -Races, was aa 
oval Building of three Stadiay or eighteen hundred Feet in 

Lengdij 
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Length, and four Plethroy or four hundred Feet in Breadth, 
-with a Row of Pillars y Obelijksy tt'c. running down the 
Middle ; the iirft and laft of which Pillars were the Metas, 
or Goalsy round which the Chariots and Horfes made their 
Turnings ; but the Romans never fufFered more than four . 
Chariots, which they called a Mijfusy to ftart at one Time ; 
and of thefc MiJ/iis or Matches they had commonly 
twenty-four, and fometimes many more, in one Day. 
Now, if it be confidered that in the Grecian Games a 
much greater Number of Chariots frequently ran together, 
we may reafonably fuppofe their Hipfodromes were at leaft 
as capacious as the Circus Maximus at Rome: the Di- 
menfions of which, however, were much inferior to thofe 
of the Hippodrome at ConftantinopU, which, according to 
Wheeler, was feven and twenty hundred and fifty Feet 
long, and fix hundred broad, taking a Pace to be equal 
to five Feet 

The Length of the Courfe, by which I mean theDiftance 
between the two Metas, or Goals, is another Point that 
can be fetded only by Conjedlure. Had m?eeler fet 
down the Diftances of thofe Pillars, which he faw (land- 
ing in the Hippodrome at Conftantinople, it would have help- 
ed us much in this Inquiry : but this I fliall refer to the 
enfiiing Section, and content royfelf at prefent with ob- 
ferving, that both the Chariots and Horfes ran feveral 
Times up and down the Courfe, and confequently made 
many Turnings round the Pillars erefted at the two Extre- 
jnities. Paufanias informs us, that in the Olympick Hip- 

H 3 ' podrome^ 
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podronu^ near that PiUar called Njfff^ whidi I take to be 
that eredled at the lower End of the Gmrfi, flood a Bra- 
zen Statue of Htfpodamiay holding in her Hand % (acred 
Fillet y or Diademe (raifla*) prepared to bind the Head of 
Pelops for his V idory over Oenomaus : and it is probable, 
that aU the Space between the Pijlars was filled with 
Statues or Altars, as that in the Hippodrome of ConfiaMtim- 
pie feems to have been. Here, at leaft, flood the ^ripoiy 
or Table, on which were placed the OU<v€'Cr0iAms and 
the Branches of Pahn deftined for the Vidtors, as fhall be 
flicwn hereafter. 

From this Account it may eaiily be conceived, that i^ 
a Chariot-Race both the Chariot and the Driver were m- 
pofed to many Accidents, arifing from the Nature of Af 
Courfe, For as they were obliged to make feverat Twnr 
ings (about two and twenty in all) round the two PUUn^ 
fo did every Charioteer endeavour to approach as BOf • 
them as poiBble, in order to lefTen the Compafs he wil 
obliged to take. A Number of Chariots pufhing afi Ift 
once for this Advantage, which often gave the Vidoi7» 
muft neceflarily hate -been in Danger either of muuig 
againf): the Pillar y or falling foul upon one another^ aad 
}n the Tumult many muft have been broken or Ofcr 
turned^ and their Drivers thrown out. This was the 
Fate of forty at one Time, as may be feen in an Ode of 
Pindar [3], where the Poet fails not to congratalate tht 
Conqueror i upon his having imgly efcaped fcich a MiC- 

h] Pindar's Pyth. Ode 5. fee the Scholiaft. 

fortune 
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fortune out of fo great a Number of Competitors. It ap- 
pears alfo in the fame Ode, that the ViSor was not infen- 
iible of the Singularity of his good Fortune ; as an Ac- 
knowledgment for which he confecrated his Chariot to 
Jpolloy in whofe Trea/wy at Famajftu it was lodged, un- 
injured and entire, fays the Poet, as when it came out of 
the Workman's Hands. 

And indeed, when we confider the form of the Chariots^ 
the Attitude of the Dri'vm, the Rapidity of the Motion, 
and the Accidents juft now n^sntioned, ariiing from the 
Nature of the Courfe and the Number of Chariots that fre- 
quently ran together, we Ihall wonder lefs at their being 
^thrown out of their Chariots and put in Danger of their 
Lives, than at their maintaining their Pofls amid fo many 
Difficulties, and coming off with Safety and Succefs. 
Thcfe Chariots^ by fome Figures of them upon ancient 
Medals, bfc, feem to have been very low, open behind, 
but clofed up before and on the Sides, with a Kind of 
Farapety which was fometimes enriched with various 
^rts of Ornaments. There does not appear to have 
been any Seat for the Driver, who is therefore always re- 
prctcntcd ^afuSng, and leaning forward to the Hor/es. 
They had but two Wheels, and confequently the fore 
Part of them muft have been fupported by the Horfes, 
which inevitably rendered their Motion very unequal, and 
made it fo difficult for the Charioteer to keep upon his 
Legs, that nothing but a long Courfe 6f Practice could 
4nfure a Man from falling in fuch a Situation. Which, 

H 4 there- 
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tficrcfore, is the moft aftonifhing, the Folly, or the Va» 

nityof NcroF 

This great Enipcror.[4], great I mean in Power and 
]!)oininion, but with regard to all the Obje£ls of his Am- 
bition, very little and contemptible, would needs fhewhis 
Skill in the Management of a Chariot. He chofe indeed 
tlie nc-biell Theatre, and oftcreu himfelf a Candidate for 
the 0I)7?!pid Cro^j:n, That his Appearance might be no 
lefs extraordinary than his Ambition, and in fome Mca- 
fure proportionable to the«Majcfty of an Emperor of the 
World, he entered the Hippodrome at Olytnpia [5] in a 
Chariot drawn by tefi Horfcsy which he undertook to drire 
himfelf, notwithftanding, fays Buetonim^ he had formerif* 
in a certain Poem of his, cenfured MIthridates for m 
fame Thing. But the Event was by no means anfwcr-' 
able, either to the Flattery of his Courtiers, or the Va- 
nity of his own Expeftations. He was thrown out of 
his Chariot y to the great Hazard of his Life [6] j ' and 
though he was put into it again, he found himfelf unable 
to finilh the Race, and defifled. Notwithftanding whidi 
he was proclaimed Conqtteror, and honoured with the Ofyn* 
fUk Croiasn. To return the Complement, at his Depar- 
ture he prefented the IlcIIamiiicks, or Judges cfthe Games^ 
with the Sum of 8000/. [7] and all Greece with her Li- 
berty. A Frefent that would have done him infinitely 

[4] Xiph. Sc Suet, in Nerone. [5] Suet. ibid. [6] Xiph, 

Suet. [7] Dion, in Neronc. 350,000 Drachmas, 018072/. l8f« 
^d. Sec Arbutk. TabL:, 

morQ 
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more Hpnour than an Oylmpick ViSioryj or indeed than 
any Vidory, had it been frankly and generoufly bellowed, 
and not paid down as the Price of Adulation ; and of a 
Complaifance fo mean and fervile, as ihcws the Grecians 
to have been as incapable of Liberty as they were un- 
worthy of it. For the Equejirian Crofwn was not the only 
Thing with which the EUans complemented Nero : they 
broke, in Obedience to his Orders, the moft facred 
Laws [8] of their Inllitution, and put off the Celebration 
of the Olympick Games for a whole Year, to wait his com- 
ing into Greece ; as if their Bufinefs, fays FhiloftratuSy had 
been to facrifice to Nero inftead of Jupiter, What fol- 
lowed after helps us admirably to difcover the true Value 
of that Liberty which a Tyrant bellows : and the Vanity 
jind Infmcerity of thofe Praifcs and Honours that arc ex- 
torted from Slaves and Flatterers. Nero, before his De- 
parture, pillaged and wafted Greece [9], notwithftanding 
his pretended Grant of Liberty ; put many People to 
Death, and confifcated the Eftates of others : and the 
gleans on their part, to revoke as much as in them lay 
the Honours they had conferrQd on Nero, left out of their 
fublick Regifterlil that Olympiad^ and that alone. Galba 
[2] afterwards demanded of the Udlanodichy as a Debt 
to the Crowp, the eight thoufand Pounds, with which 
Vero had rewarded their Partiality in adjudging to him 
the Equejirian Crown, 

[8] Philoftr. L.v. [9] Xiph. in Nero. [i] See Scaliger ad 
^ui^. ad Num. mmlzxxi. [2] Xiph. in Nero. 

Upon 
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Upon the Day of the Race [3], the Chariots at a certain 
Signal marched out of the Lodges above dcfcribed^ and en- 
tering the Caurfe according to the Order before fettled by 
Lot, were there drawn up in a Une 3 but whether ^7-^^ 
or otie behind another^ is a Queftion, it feems^ among the 
Learned. Evjlatkius (in his Comment upon [4] Homer) 
fays, the -Ancients were of Opinion that they did not 
ftand in one Front ; hecaufe it is evident that he who had 
the firfl Lot had a great Advantage over the other Chmi§' 
teers. The Moderns, I believe, are unanimoufly of the 
contrary Opinion ; and can ihew, that the Reafon if- . 
figned by TT/^tft^/W makes not in the leaft againll tlieMc- 
thod of ranging the Charicts all a-breafi\ in which Older 
the Charioteer^ who ftood/;;yf, had fo clear an Advantagfi 
over his Competitors, as to make it neceffary to difpofr • 
their Places by Lot. For as they were to turn roand I 
rUJar creftcd at the farther End of the Courfe, he who ioA 
th.cj!rji Place on the Left Handy/2iS nearer to that P£&^ 
than thofc who were ranged on his Right Hand ; had a 
lefs Circle to make upon the Turn, and confequently wat 
not obliged to run fo great a Compafs of Ground. The 
j^dvantage, therefore, of the firji Place, and the Bifid- 1 
vantage of the lajiy which was always increafcd in IVo- I 
portion to the Number of Chariots that contended toge- 
ther, appeared fo confidcrablc to the learned Montfiuumit 
that he feems to think the Succefs of every Chari^nr 
«iuil have depended entirely upon his Lot. And indeed, 

[3] Pauf. L. vi. [4] Sec Pope's Homer, Iliad xxUi. vcr. 4*5. 
z had 
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had they be6n to turn but once^ or could it be fuppofed that 
.they maintained throughout the whole Race the fame 
Order in which they were firft arranged by Lot, the Place 
could not have been indifferent with regard to the 
ViSloryi but as on the contrary they were obliged to make 
t^ehe Turnings round that Pillory and ten round another 
eredted at the hither End of the Courfsy the Advantage of 
■the one,- and the Difadvantage of the other, muft have 
been liable to be loft and recovered many Times in the 
Race, by the Skill of the Charioteers^ the Swiftnefs of the 
Horfes, or fome of thofe Accidents already mentioned. 
It ihould alfo be coniidered, that though the Charioteer, 
who was placed y&y? on the Left Handy had fome Advan- 
tage over the reft by being nearer the Fillary yet he muft 
Jiave oftentimes been ftraitened for Room upon the Turn, 
efpecially if hard prefled by his Competitors, and confe- 
quently have been driven fo near the Pillar, as to en- 
danger the breaking or overturning his Chariot. In 
avoiding therefore this Danger, and in making thefe 
Turnings in as little a Compafs as poflible, coniifted the 
chief Excellence of a Charioteer: as is evident from the 
large Inftruftions which old l^efior [5] gives his Son 
^ dntilochm upon that Head ; and from what Theocritus tells 
us of the Education of Hercules [6J, whofe fuppofed Fa- 
ther Amfhitryon himfelf took the Pains to teach him the 
Management of the Chariot, though h^ left all his other 
Exercifes to be taught him by other Mafters. 

[5] Homer^s Il.zxui. [6] Idyll, xxiy. ver. iiy, 

BMt 
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But fond j^nrplitrycn, vvith a Father's Zeal, 
Skilful himfLif to guide the rapid Wheel, 
In his own Art inttruds his God-like Heir, ' 
And teacJies how to rule the whirling Carr 3 
How at the Turn with niccfi Heed to roll. 
Nor break the grazing Axle on the Goal. 

It was however as much the Bufmefs of a Charioieer to 
approach as near as poflible to tliis Pillar ^ as it was to 
avoid running foul upon it. To this Point therefore as 
to a Centre they all tended ; and let any one imagine 
what a Noifc, what a Euille and Confufion, ten, twenty, 
and fonictimes forty CLariots [7] muft have made burft- 
\vigyZtl\\Q ScurJ of a Trumpet [?>], all together fromthf 
Bmritr! and prefling all to the fame Point ! What Skffl ' 
and Courafre in the Charioteers! What Obedience, whit 
Strength and Swiftnefs in the Ihrfei / What Ardour and 
Emulation in both mull have been requifite to maintain 
the Advantages, which their own Lots had given thesDi - 
or to furmount thofe of their Antagonifts ! 

[9] Seeft thou not how, when from the Goal they fbrt^ 
The youthful! Charioteers with beating Heart 
Rufh to the Race, and panting fcarccly bear 
Th' Extremes of fev'rifh Hope and chilling Fear j 
Stoop to the Reihs, and lafh with all their Force : 
The flying Chariot kindles in the Courfe. 

£7] Pinaar. [8] Soph. Elcftra. [9] Virg. Georg.iii. 

And 
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And now a-low, and now aloft they fly. 
As born thro' Air, and feem to touch the Sky. 
No Stop, no Stay ; but Clouds of Sand arife, 
Spum'd and caft backward on the Follower's Eyes: 
1'he Hindmoft blows the Foam upon the Firft : 
Such is the Love of Praife, an honourable Thirft f 

Mr. Dryden. 
But this was not all ; they were to meet with more 
Difficulties, and of another kind, in the middle of the 
Courfe, an<L contend with the terrors of a Deity, who 
fbmetimes ihatdhed the Vidory from him, who fecmcd 
to have carried it away from his Competitors, The 
Name of this Deity was Taraxippusy a Name given him 
from his Office-, which was to fcare and terrify tlie 
Horfes, who accordingly as they pafTed by his Altar, 
which was of a round Form, and ereded at the farther 
End of the Courfe y were wont to take Fright, fays Pau- 
fanias\\'\y without any apparent Caufe : And fo great 
was their Confternation, that, regarding no longer the 
Rein, the Whip, or the Voice of their Mailer, they fre- 
quently broke and overturned the Chariot, and wouaded 
the Dri<ver. The Charioteers therefore failed not to offer 
Sacrifices to Taraxippus, in order to deprecate his Wrath, 
and render him favourable to them. 

I Ihall not trouble the Readers with the various 
Opinions relating to this pretended Deity and his Ter- 
rors, ^hich are to be met with in Paufanias, I am apt 

[i] Lib. vi: Ci 20, 

to 



J A DISSERTATION OK 

A Defcription of a Chariot-Race. 

When, on the fico?/d Day, in Order next 
Came on the Contell of the rapid Carr, 
As o'er the ?hocian Plain the orient Sun 
Shot his impurpled Beams, the Pytbick Courfe 
Orcfles entered, circled with a Troop 
Of Charioteers, his bold Antagonifts, 
One from Achaia came, from Sparta one. 
Two from the Libyan Shores, well pradlifed each 
To rule the whirling Carr ; with thefe, the fifth, 
Orejies vaunting his Thejfalian Mares. 
^tolia fent a fixth, with youthfull Steeds 
In native Gold array 'd. The next in Rank 
From fair Magnefta fprung ; of Thrace the eighth ' 
His Snow-white Courfers from 7hefprotia drove ; ". 
From Heav'n-built Athens the ninth Hero came, 
A huge Boeotian the tenth Cliariot fill'd. 
Thefe, when the Judges of the Games by Lot 
Had fix'd their Order, and arranged the Carrs, 
All, at the Trumpet's Signal, all at once 
Burll from the Barrier, all together chear'd 
Their fiery Steeds, and (hook the floating Reins« 
Soon with the Din of rattling Carrs was fill'd 
The founding Hippodrome, and Clouds of Duft 
Afcending, tainted the fre{h Breath of Mchm. 
Now mix'd, and prefs'd together on they drove. 
Nor fpar'd the fmarting Lafli, impatient each 

T 
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To clear his Chariot, '^n^ outfbip the Throng 
Of clalhing Axles, and fhort-blowing Steeds, 
That panted on each other's Necks, and threw 
* On each contiguous Yoke the milky Foam. 

Jut to the Pillat as he nearer drew, 
Oreftesy reining in the near-mofi Steed^ 
While in a larger Scope, with loofen'd Reins, 
And lalh'd up to their Speed, the others flew, 
Turn'd fwift around the Gotd his grazing Wheel. 

As yet erefl upon their whirling Orbs 
-Rgll'd every Chariot, till the hard-mouth'd Steeds, 
That drew the Thraciaft Carr, unmafter'd broke 
With Violence away, and turning fliort, 
(When o*er the Hippodrome with winged Speed 
'They had completed now i^Qfe<vnth Career) 
Dafti'd their wild Foreheads 'gainft the Z/^tf« Carr* 
From this one lucklefs Chance a Train 'of His 
Succeeding, rudely on each other fell 
Horfes and Charioteers, and fooit was iilPd 
With Wrecks of ihatter'd Carrs the Phocian Plain. 

This feen, th' Athenian with confummate Art 
His Courfe obliquely veer'd, and fleering wide 
WithHeddy Rein, the wild Commotion pafs'd 
Of tumbling Chariots, and tumultuous Steeds. 
Next, and, tho' laft, yet full of Confidence, 
And Hopes of Viftory, Orefies came. 
But when lie faw, of his Antagonifls 
Bim only now remaining, to his Mares 
Vol. U« I Anxiow 
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Anxious he rais'd his (timulatiiig Voice. 

And now with equal Fronts a-breaft they drove^ 

Now with alternate momentary Pride 

Beyond each other pufh'd their ftretching Steeds* 

Erctt OrefteSf and ereft his Carr 
Thro' all the number d Courfes now had ftood |. 
But lucklcfs in the laf^, as round the Gm/ 
The wheeling Courfer tum'd, the hither Rein 
Imprudent he relaxed, and on the Stone 
The fhatter'd Axle dafhing, from the Wheels 
Fell headlong, hamper'd in the tangling Reins. 
The frighted Mares flew divers o'er the domfi. 

The throng'd Aflembly, when they faw th^Chirf 

Hurrd from his Chariot, with Compaffion mov*d* 

His Youth deplor'di deplor'd him glorious late 

For mighty Deeds, now doom'd to mighty Woes,. 

Now dragged along the Duft, his Feet in Air : to J 

Till hafling to liis Aid, and fcarce at length • ^ 

The frantick Mares reflraining, from the Reins *Jj 

The Charioteers released him, and convey'd *^ 

With Wounds and Gore disfigur'd to his Frici«b» 

" The juft AmphiSyons on t\C Athenian Steeds 

The Delphick Laurel folemnly conferr'd. '^ 

lev 
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SECTION XIII. 
Of the fever al Kinds of Chariot- Races. 

THE Laws and Cufloms of the Chariot ^Race having 
been explained in the foregoing Staion^ it remains 
to take Notice only, that theie Laws were general, and 
extended equally to all the various Species of CJmriotsi 
excepting that the Length of the Race was diminifhed for . 
fome of them, as I fliall obferve prefently. 

The Chariot firfl introduced into the Olymfick Hippo* 

4romy and that of which I have been hitherto fpeaking, 

was the tixmov a^jxa Qi], or complete Chariot y fo named 

pther becaufe it was drawn by full-aged Horfes, or be- 

caofe it was drawn by four Horfes^ which Number feems 

^ have nuide a complete Set among the Ancients. Thefe 

pur Horfes were al( ranged a-breaft, the two middle ones 

nly were harneiTed to the Chariot by the Toke, from 

hepce they were called Zygii , the two Jide Horfes were 

flened either to the Toke^ [2] or to feme other Part of 

5 Chariot by their Traces, and were, palled Pareori^ Pa^ 

tirit Seirophoriy and Seir^, and their Rein? or Traces 

^ and Pareoria?. 

'ri^homus, according to Firgil, was the firft that drove 
fottr Horfes, and^ according to Manilius, wsa for th^it 

TfMtov figmfies adultus at well as ptrftBui. 
Oelius Rixodig, 

I 2 Invention 
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Invention honoured with a Place among the heavenly 

Bodies. 

Primus EriSihomus currusy fcf quatuor mtfus 

Juftgere equos^rapiSfqui rotis infifiere nnSor, Vit. Geor.iii. 

^^m curru fritmm volitantem Jupiter alto 

^uadrijugu conffexit equity cctloque fiurtmt [3]. 

Pagondas of Tbtbes had the Honour of firft obtahiing 
the Prisce of this Sort of Chariot-Race in the Oljfnfid 
Games [4] ; as Eri^bonius had in the Games called Powi- 
thenaa. 

In the ninety-tbird Olympiad vfSLS added the Race cfifi 
Chariot called Synoris, which was drawn hj a Toh, Qtitu 
Pair only of full-aged Hor/es. 

The Jperte was a Chariot drawn by tnvo Mules, after dH. 
manner of the Synoris, as Paufanius tells us^ and was Of 
troQuced into the Olympick Games by one Afandrafim, » 
we learn from Pindar s Scholiaft [5]. I have called it | 
Chariot, though if it refembled the jipette defcribed If 
Homer in the xxiv^*^ Iliad [6], it fhould more propeifyb ' 
called a Waggon ; and indeed that Account of it. 1^^ 
beft with what Paufanias fays [7], who obferves that tk^ 
Race of the ^;7^ could pretend neither to Antiquity nOr 
Beauty, and that Mules were held in fuch Abomination \/t 
the Eieans, that they permitted none of thofe Animals S0 
be bred in their Country. And indeed the Race of &^ 

[3] Manih lib. i. p. 12. 1. 22. Edit. Scaiig. 

1 4] See Scrv. in Virg. loc, cit. [5] Ol^rmp. Od. 5. 

[6] Vcr. z66. [7] Ub, v. c. 9, 

4p^ 
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'^pene was but of a fhort Condnuance, having b?en abo- 
lifhed within a very few Olympiads after its firft Admiffion. 

Paufanias and the Greek Commentator upon Pindar [S], 
differ fo widely in their Accounts of the Times when the 
jfpene was admitted and abolifhed, that it would be in 
vain for me to endeavour to reconcile them ; efpecially 
as the latter difagrees even with himfelf. I fhall there- 
fore follow the Account of Paufanias ^ who at leaft is con- 
fiftent with himfelf: and according to whom the jlpeni 
was introduced into the Olympick Games in the feventieth 
Olympiad^ and abolifhed by Proclamation in the eighty* 
fiurth [9], 

In the ninety-ninth Olympiad was introduced the n Jxi- 
«oy a^fAa, which was a Chariot drawn by four Colts ^ as is 
evident fTomVhatP^wf/2r»w[i] immediately fubjoins con- 
cerning the Svwpt? nJxA^y, or Chariot drawn by t^wo Colts, 
which, he tells us, was introduced in the hundred and 
twenty-ninth Olympiad, and that one BelifichSy a Mace- 
dndan Lady 9 was the firft that carried off the Crown in that 
JUue. 

I fhall now endeavour to fettle the different Lengths 
of the Race affiled to each Species of thefe Chariots j a . 
Point not yet determined by any Author that I know of. 
In order to this, I fhall beg Leave to produce two Paf* 
&ges, one from Pindar, and another from his Scholiafl, 
That of Pindar is as follows : 

[8] Olymp. Od. 5, [9] Lib. v. c. 9, [i] Lib, v. c. 8. 

I 3 A. Tuv 
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[2] A. TJit m y}MZVi ^fM^i ^^X"' 

I'lnruftpvrtvo'xt. 

[3] The Words of the Scholiaft explaining this Paflagt 
ire, nytiv avoiKMtii oi dyuft^ofAiPoi riO^tqnroif Vf^tnWflv'lo. i 
MiKay*afAir1o9 to iC yiUfATrl^i <Xoy. iirttii ic^ »(' ^ofi^ ivwii 

TO TlT'^iCir Ct^fAa Ttfl' T^^o;:', TO ^f VuXilCOff It, 

Ti^lAo, in this PalTage of Pimidr fignifies the PiStr 
eredcd at the End of the Cour/e, round which the Chmitit 
turned, as has been ihewn^ and the Epithet MMyrm^nAm 
applied to that imports, that they turned t*welvefmi 
round that Pillar j and confequcntly that they ran Anirfr ' 
Times upy and as often donvn the Cour/e, 

£^^dyu(,ti fignifies curfus^ a Race or Cour/e^ and becanfe (l^ 
i fuppofc) the firft [4] Race at Ohptpia confiiled only of 
one Length of the Siadiu?ny it came to Signify, when ip, ■ 
plied to the Foot-Races, the Meafure oi one Length of dw 
Stadiim, as is evident from the following PaiTages [5]^ 
iloLvhoi ^^ouLoi ^t9r^»? hoc "Lcotuv KotfAvlv^oc, i. e. DioMbli ^ 

f 2] Olymp. Ode 3. ver. 58. • 

S^uarum [arhorum, Olivarum Jcilicet] cum [Herculem] duki i^dtt^ 
rium habebaty duodecies infimim circa terminum curriculi equtwmf/k^* 
tare, 

Ntmp€ terminum, S^m duodeeies circuibant quadriga i ^hthUym^ 
fHr7ov, titj^ote duodecim fexus babentem\ quandoquidem dtudecim Otrja^ 
ftrfecit 11? TfXfiov af^a, vdrAyLvt 'vera oSio, 

[4] The Stadium, or fimple Foot-Raa. 

[5] Tzetzes, citatue a P. Fabro Agonift. Lib. i. c. a8, 

CUtfili 
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turfui duplex unum faciens JUxum ; and # ^oA»;^of lvV^^o^$* 
T^eK ycfcf xetfAvli^xq ••'PC't *; ^o xafjiirlv^i ifMav. Dolickus^ 
cur/us feptemplex: tres etdmfiexui habuity £ff dimdiumjlexus*, 

But A^QfjLOi;, when applied to the Horfe-Races, fignified 
a C^«fy^ of /our Stadia, as is evident fi-om thefe Words of 
Hejychius ; IVirwo? ^^ofAoq rtl^ard^ioi tk> and from thoTe of 
Pau/anias, ^^6fAC^ ^i slcn rn iVwia fti^xo? /:<csi> ^iawAo* hJu. Now 
as ^al^xa ^^o|:a»c smd ^J^iiea yvafATrls^ in the above cited Paf- 
fage from the ScboUaft of Pindar are plainly of the fame 
import, we are to underfland by ^^^'/am Imrtiu^ a Courfe 
coniifting of one Turn, or Rounds once up and down the Hip- 
fodrome ; which whole Courfe, or Round, being equal to 
four Stadia, it may from hence be inferred that the Toc-^ 
Pillars ('viz, that from which the Horfes farted, and that 
round which they turned), which divided the Courfe into 
two equal Lengths, were two Stadia diilant from each 
other, confequently the whole Length of the Race of the 
Ti?^or a^yM, ov Chariot drawn by full-aged Horfes, confift- 
. ing of twelve Rounds, amounted to forty^eight Stadia, or 
j£r Grecian Miles ; that of the na;Xtjeor oIi\m(.^ or Chariot 
drawn by Colts, confifling oi eight Round^^ to tzvo and thirty 
StoiSa, or four Grecian Miles, A Grecian Mile, according 
to Jrbuthttofs Computation, was fomewhat more than 
eight hundred Paces ; an Engli/h Mile is equal to 1056. 

Under the two Denominations of the xihnof oL^yuoe. and 
«wX»jfoy a^^M, the SchoUaft oi Pindar meant, as I imagine, 
to comprehend all the Species of Chariots ; which he 
iath ranked in two ClaiTes, not by the Number but the 

1 4 J^t 



136 A DISSERTATION O N" 

Ag€ of the Horfes : as appears ^m his patting TI Jxixi^ 
m?^\ik% in Qppofition, or Contra-diflin6lion to rrXcioy a^fM. 
For TiV«o , as I obferved before, fignifies not oiAy ferfeSus, 
but adultus alfo. By the Words tiXww o^jbuc therefore in 
this F]ace we are to underfland a CJbariet dripwn hy fidt- 
aged Horfes, which takes in the Synorisy or Chariot and 
Fair oi full-aged Hcr/es ; as well as the Tf fl^nrflpov, or Cba" 
riot and Four: and by n«"^iKo» oief'^y a. Cbanot drawn by 
ColtSy or under-aged Hor/esy whether /o»r or only ttuo in 
Number. The Race of which latter confided of eigk 
Rounds, that of the former of tpjcehve, 

I'hat the Race of the n4;>.i«cr a^/iKr, or Chariot draw^. 
by under-aged Horfes^ though four in Number, confiflei, 
only of eight Rounds, is evident from the Pa/Fage of Sopk^ 
€lesy a Tranflation of which was inferted at the End of 
the preceding Seftion. For as the Words er«»tato> Xmm 
(Vcr. 742 of the Original) prove that the Chariot of 
Orrf.ij was drawn by fur Horfes, fo doth the Word OwXn 
flicw tiiat thofe Horfjs were under-aged: and whoever 
confidcrs attentively, what is there faid about the fixth 
and fiiiaiih Round, skIov xj iQooiJLov ^^ofxor, will find Reafim 
to conclude, that the Accident which befell Orefes hap* 
pencd in the 1 aft and eig/j/If Round. Though Du Faar 
thinks it manifeft from this very Paflage, that the Chariot* 
Race, at leall in the Times of Sophocles or Oreftes^ con- 
fiflod of no more than fewen Rounds. But had he ob« 
fcnxd tliat the eight Chariots, which are there faid to have 
been overturned, were then running the fcvcntb Roumd, 

and 



THE OLYMPICK GAMES. 137 

and that Orefiesy who with x\it Athenian ftill continued 
the Race^ was thrown out of his Chariot fome Time af- 
ter, he muft have feen that the Race confifted of more than 
fe^en Rounds j and that it conMed precifcly of eight wc 
have Reafon to conclude, from what has been produced 
from the Scholiaft of Pindar^ relating to the rndXtnot a^fM, 
or Chariot drawn by under-aged Hor/es, 

Indeed, th^ whole Story of Orefies contending in the 
Pythian Games was a mere Forgery of the Poet, to fenrc 
the Purpofes of his Tragedy: it is, however, to be pre- 
fumed, that in order to give it the greater Air of Truth 
and Probability, he kept clofe to the Laws and Cuiloms 
of thofe Games. And as the Laws and Cuiloms relating 
to the fame Kinds of Exercifes, feem to have been the 
fame in the feveral /acred Games of Greece, it is very al- 
lowable in all parallel Cafes to apply to one what is re- 
lated of the other. Thus, as we are told by Pindar's 
Scholiaft y that the Race of the Chariot drawn by under-aged 
Horfes confided of eight Rounds in the Olympick Games, we 
jnay affirm the fame of the fame kind of Race in the 
Pythian Games : and in like Manner we may conclude, 
that the Signal for ftarting was given by the Sound of a 
Tnm^t in the Olympick Chariot -Races, from Sophocles hav- 
ing informed us that this was the Signal given in the 
fytbick Hippodorme, 



SECTION 
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fijfy no more than a RiSng-Horfe [6], and conieqnently 
that by the Word KiAnTft^iHry which is derived from KfX«<i 
BO more is to be onderftood in this Place than fimply to 
ride. 

This Interpretation of KfXu? (Celes) may be farther 
confirmed by the Authorities of Pindar and Paufamast 
particularly by a Story related in the laft mentioned Au- 
thor of a Mare [7], named Aura^ belonging to one Pbidl- 
Uu a Corinthian. This Mare, fays the Hidorian, haring 
accidentally thrown her Rider foon after Ihe had ftartcd 
from the Barrier^ continued the Race of her own Ac-- 
cord, and turned round the Piiiar as if the Rider had 
been ilill upon her Back ; upon hearing the Trun^ ihft 
mended her Pace, 'till coming in before her Anta^fh 
fhe flopped ihort over-againft the Judges of the Games^ » 
confcious of having gained the Victory. The Vidoiy- 
was accordingly adjudged to her Matter Phidolas^ who, 
by erefting in Return a Statue to her Honour, intimatiel 
to whom the Merit of that Vidlory was due. 

In this Story there are two or three Particulars woi4 
obferving: as firft, there is no mention of any other 
Horfe or Mare, that fharcd the Vidory with Aura % and 
confequcntly, in the Race called Celes^ each Competitor 
made ufe of but one fmgle Horfe. Secondly, I fhall take 

' [6] That this is the true Meaning of Kixnc is confirmed by the fol- 
lowing Words o£ Suidas, Klxn; o fA&vo^ iWvc, ^ o viei tj/tv ^i^^uiMg 
<r£XX«eeoc yvfxylq. By which laft Word alfo it looks as if the Rider 
was naked, like the jitbletet Yfho contended in the Gymnafiick Exercifa* 
[7] Lib. vl. c 13. 

Noticet 
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Notice, that the vi&oriom Jura was of the Feminine 
Gender, and firom thence take occaflon to acquaint the 
Reader, that in all the Races, as well of Riding-Horfes 
as of Chariots, Mares or Horjes were indifferently ufed ; 
excepting in the Race named Ca^S, in which Mara only 
were employed, as I fhall ihew prefently. In the third 
Place, it is obfervable, that though the Rider was thrown 
off in the very Beginning of the Race, yet was the Crown 
awarded to Pkidolas, the Mafter of Jura ; to whom cer- 
tainly no lefs was due, than if his Mare had conquered 
under the Condu6l and Diredion of her Rider, 

By the Circumftances oiAurtis mending her Pace upon 
hearing the Trumpet , I think we may conclude, that the 
Trumpet either did not found during the whole Race, but 
at the laft Round only, or that it founded differently in 
different Periods of the Courfe. There was a Meaning 
in the Sound of the Trumpet, which Aura underftood. 
6he was probably an old Stager there, or had been made 
^acquainted in the Manage with all the Rules and Cufloms 
observed in the Hippodrome at Oh^mpia, 

The Race of full-aged Riding-Horfes, of which I have 
■been hitherto fpeaking, was inftituted in the thirty -third 
Ofyfnpiad, and that of the n«Xo( KcXn?, or under -aged 
Riding-Horfe, in the one hundred and thirty -Jirft, 

I Ihall not here enter into the Queftion, how it came 

to pafs that the Ufe of Riding-Horfes wis pofterior to 

that of Chariots ; fince that QuefHon can be anfwered 

only by Conjedures. The Pa£t is fo notorious, that, ac- 

3 cording 
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coiding to Monf. Folard [8], Cbmi9ts were iilcd in Wir 
above a thoufand Years before there was any fiich Thing 
as Cavalry among the Ancients ; the Ufe of which, ene 
would imagine, fays that Gentleman, ihoald notwitk- 
ftanding have come into their Heads befoie that of Cb^ 
riots. They feem to have had a terrible Notion €S be* 
ing mounted upon the Back of a Horfe^ and have accord' 
iogly made Mongers of thofe Peojde whom they £rft be- 
held in that Attitude ; to which they were not ictf 
fpeedily reconciled. Time, indeed, wore off that Amaze* 
ment by Degrees ; and their Intercourfe vyith oilur 
Nations not only rendered Riding-Horfes familiar to theiOy 
but convinced them likewife of the Advantages accniiog 
from the Ufe of Cavalry. Whence it came to pais, tk(t i 
an Order of Equites^ or Horfemen^ was initituted in VBft-^ -i 
their Commonwealths; to whom, as m Athens, wu4r 
lotted the fecond Rank in the State. Upon the biff 
Principle, perhaps, was the \v7ro^ K/^iq?, or Riding''Ibt(fit 
admitted into the Olympick Hippodrome, and held in ibck 
Eftimation, that although the Race of Riding-HofjEj^ 
was nekher fo magnificent nor fo expenfive, and opnfc- 
quently not fo Royal, as the Chariot-Race, yet we fiajf 
among the Competitors in this Exercife, the Names ^ , 
Philip King of Macedon, and Hiero King of Syraat/e, To 
the latter is the firfl Olympick Ode o[ Pindar infcribed, ih 
which honourable mention is made of the Horfe Pbermemt 
whofe Fleetnefs gained for his Ms^fter the Olympick 0>9wtf. 

rsl Obibr. fur U Battailk dc MeiTtaliu 

Tl» 
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The Race of the C^ was perfonned with Mansi 
from whofe Backs the Riders were accufbmed to lei^ to- 
wards th^ latter Endy that is, in the lafl Stage or Period 
of the Courfe ; and laying bold of Xht Bridies fini(bed the 
Race in that Manner. The fame Cufbm is fiill obiervedy 
iays Faufamasy by thofe Riders called Anahatay between 

"whom and the Riders in the Qalfe there is no other Dif* 
ference, than that the Anabat^e are diitinguilhed by fiMne 

j)articular Marks, which they carry about them, and lide 
upon Horfes inftead of Mares, The Race of the Coj^ W4S 
inftituted in the ffuenty-firft Olympiady and, together with 
the Apeniy abolifhed in the Eighty -fourth. 

We are not to conclude from what Taufanias fays of the 
Anabat^y that the Calpi was afterwards revived under an- 
other Name, and admitted again into the Oljm^k Qaietis^ 
with thofe Alterations he fpeaks of. Had this been the 
Cafe, he would undoubtedly have told us fo exprefty, af- 
ter having been fo particular in his Account of the Tinier 
in which the Calfe was inftituted and aboliihed. 

I cannot givc^e Reader any Information of the tmgih 
of diis Race, nor of thofe of the dies: but I think it rei^- 
fonable to fuppofe, that the latter, diiHnguifhed, as has 
been obferved, into two Clafles^ one oi full-aged, and the 
other of MM^r-tf^f^ Horfes, confined of the fame Number 
of Rounds as thofe of (he Chariots, difiinguifhed in like 
Manner into two Clafles. 

Neither can I determine the difierent Ages that ranked 
the Horfes in one or the o^her Clafs ; npr whether the 

VTeighe 
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Weight of the Riders^ or the Sizes of the Horfesy weit taken 
into Confideration. All I can fay to it is, that tfade 
Points feem to have been left to the Difcretion of die 
Hellanodicks^ who were appointed to escamine thejwMj^ 
Horfes that were entered to run for any of the Efufifia 
Crtnvfu [g], and who were fwom before the Statue of 
Jupiter Horciusy to give a true and impartial Jodgmedt 
upon the Matters left to their Examination, without tak- 
ing any Reward ; and not to difcover the Reafons whidi 
difpofed them to rejedl fome and admit others, 

[9] Pauf. L. ▼, c. 24. 

S E CT I O N XV. 
Of the Candidates for the Olympick CrrtxM.\ 

FROM what has been faid in the preceding Seftkitt 
of the Nature of the feveral Exercifes, of which die 
Olympick Games confided, it is natural to conclude thtf 
every one, who fancied himfelf qualifiedfor obtaining tt 
Olympick Viftory, was admitted to contend for it; But if 
it be coniidered that the Olympick Games were Part of a 
Religious Feitival, inflituted in Honour of the King and 
Father of all the Pagan Deities, and folenmized with the 
utmoft Splendour and Magnificence, by pompous De- 
putations from every State of Greece: that the Aflembly, 
^om the great Concourfe of People of all Orders and 
Conditions, who cpon thefe Occafions ufually reforted to 

Qlympia^ 
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mfiay either from Devotion or Curiofityy or Other Mo- 
s, mufl have been very numerous and augufl : and 
ly, that a Viiiory in the Olympick Gams was attended 
h many confiderable Honours and Immunities : Who- 
r, I fay, will take theTeYeveral Points into Con£« 
idon, will not be furprized to find all thofe, who of- 
d themfelves as CamUdates for the Ofymfick Crown^ be- 
! they were admitted to contend for it^ fubjedled to 
1 Conditions, as were neceflary tf> maintain that Or- 
and Decorum which became fo fiicred and folemn an 
itudon ; and required to pais through fuch an Exami* 
ion, as might tend to exclude all, who ihould in any 
gree appear unworthy of the Honour of contending 
the Olympick OJi<ue, 

fftoLt thefe were I (hall now proceed to fhew. 
k>nie Time before the Celebration of the Gamesf the 
^Mdatii were obliged to give in their Names to one of 
HiUanodicks^ and to fpecify at 'the fame Time the feveral 
rcifis in which they purpofed to contend. I fay feme 
m, becaufe it is not certain how long before the Gams 
jrwere obliged to do this ; nor whether they were re-, 
red to do it in Perfon, or whether a Notification of 
h an Intention by a Meilenger, or by Letter only„ was 
aed fufficient. 

rhe CamffdaUs, indeed, for the E^JIrian Crown, were, 
mpted from perfonal Attendance, even in the Day of 
ialj and confequently had the Privilege of entering 
ir Names by Pro;cy, 
IToL. It K Monf. 
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Monf. Bu^tH [t\ (refends, Oidt' ed« Privtkge mtf 
equally allowed to th6 6iK«f Cm^iOA^ fer wludi^how- 
cvefy heprodttceffnoAiifhDrify. And inlieed , I cannot 
fee of what Service it WaSA have t>een to theidy^oafider- 
ing the Obligation they were tiMxSt of i^epiCiiing to Eh^ 
by a certain Day^ imdef the P^iidty of bdng esfdoMl 
from conteindnlg M Ht^ Crtnim : ^ Evidtoce 6f ifftSdt 
faufamds [%\ hath ^IM ns ifi t^ Inftancfe of j^iJMv 
Hhdhth. Afolbmtif, i^bo ipiratl d[ Miaidruii^m i^&Af 
fmeJ by ihtHeUamahs for ContUiiafy, itf Mt appettHiq^ 
on the Day appcSnted; bnt n6t jienHittAd to engiqge it 
die Comb'ati hotwithlbuKling he {Attended to hftVe betf 
detamed in the (^cbuHr by cofitfary Whfdft. Hit^U^ 
his Countryman zni Jntagonifi, toofe Gait to pidlre A^ 
Falihoodof tRat Plea; and fhewed th« die titi^ RMdb J 
oiJpollomus's coming fo late^ W^ hit fttfying te J^ tf 
itic hicrati've Prizn in the fevtral Games of lohid, Jlf^ | 
Ami/j upon this, and fome other Candidates who wtAiV 
tiie famS Circnmftance, were excluded the Conibatj «rf 
i!fo-urf//4ti,.withoUt a Battle,, obt^hdd ^fc Crtywn: ftf MAi^ 
Jfolhnim was fo exafpbrated, that, armed asr he KflftpOlfe^ 
to be with the Cafus for the Eiigagement, he Hb njj* 
HeracHdesi who was receiving the Onnvny and ^IfrfteA 
£im even to the Seat of the HellanoSch ; which dUMSfe 
Jury, fays Paufaniasy had like to ha^x coft him dear. 

By this Story it is evident there was a Time preS xe JI 
fipr the Appearance of the Candidates ; but we ore left 

[i] 2 Mem. fur lee Atblft^/ [%\ Wt, v, •, *i. 
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Again ta conjedure liow much tbat Tim^ preceded the 
Celebration of the Games, though I think th^re are fome 
Very good Marks to dired us in that Inquiry. 

I have aheady obferved^ that though the Gmus then;* 
lelves lafted but Jk/e Dajfs, th^ Prefforatitm for the Games 
took up thirty. Thefe thirty Dmjfs w^r^ employed in ex« 
crciiingthe Camii^^ej, a9 Tzetz^s and Plnkfiratus [3] in-^ 
ibrm us ; from whence it may be inferred* that they were 
required to refbrt. to EUs at leaft tJnrt^ Da^fs before thf 
Celebration o£ the Games, 

The Cufbm of putting tb^ Cassdidates into a Courfe of 
Exercife for /i^r^ £^ bffpre the Games, furniihes us 
with a very good Reafon foir the rigid Proceeding pf th^ 
Hellanodicks with regard to Jp^flmfiHs, It was for the Dig- 
nity of the Qfym^ck Games that none fhould^be admitted 
to contend in them without being duely prepared [4]. 
The Preparation wa9 accordingly ve^y fevere, and the 
Sxerdfes enjoined the Candidates upon that Occailon, werp 
more laborious and intenfe than upon any other* They 
were attacked in evoy Part of their Science, and put 
upon trying to the utmoil their Patience and Fortitude^ in 
exporting Hunger and Thiril* and Heat and Cold, 
and Toil, continued fometimes* without IntermiiIion» 
Ibr z whole Day tog(ether. This Trial the Candidates 
Were obliged to undergp, that they might be 
-diQioaghly acquainted with their own Strength before 

[3] In Lycoph. in Vit. ApoU. Lib. v. [4] Fab, Agon. Lib. L 
I* 3^^^c» Lib. ix, €. 10^ II, 16. 

K a they 
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they entered the Sta£uM ; and not, by nMy engagmg 
in an Attempt to which they were by no means equaly 
run the hazard of difgradng a Spedade whkh afl Grtta 
was aflembled to behold : and of vilifying, by an on- 
worthy Competition, that Crown, for which die moft 
eminent and moft deferving were always QmdUkUt. 

We may conclude, however, by J^foOomus^s pleadinf 
againft the Sentence of the EtUiumdicksf that they hadt 
Power of difpeniing witfk tbe Non-oUervance of dui 
Law, in Cafes where the Offence vf^ involontaiy, and. 
proceeded from Accidents, which were eidier onforeftea 
or unavoidable ; fiich as Sicknefs, contrary Winds, aal 
many other : but then fuch Accident moft have bcei, 
fully proved, without FrautL or Equivocation ; which ia^ 
deed it was not very eafy for a Qmdidatt to make nft flf 
without being deteded, either by his Anfmgonifts, ar bj 
feme one m an AfTembly, that was compoied of Inha- 
bitants of every City, nay, even of every Village throof^ 
out Greece. 

The Place where the preparatory Exerdfes were ptt* 
formed, was the Old Gymnapum in EUs [5] ; where d|e 
HellanoSch attended every Day, as well to diftribute dil 
proper Exercifes to the feveral Uaffes of CaruHiatts^ as ID 
fee that they were duely performed : though it is to be 
fuppofed, that in the Performance of them the Candidali^ ' 
were governed entirely by the feveral Mailers pf the Gjm- 

£5] Psraf. t»Yi« c, 2Xt 
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mjiumy whofe Office it was to prefcribe the Manner, and 
regulate the Proportion of each Exercifc. 
- 'Near this Gymnajiim was the Forum of the Elums^ in 
which, fays Ptf«^w[6], th^ were wont to break and 
exercife their Horfes, and from thence was the Forum 
named Hippodromes, or the Hor/e Courfif, Bat I am afraid 
it cannot be concluded from this Paffage, that the Bfr/es^ 
which were entered to nm for the feveral Equeftrian 
Crownsy were, like the GymnuJHck CamUdates, obliged to 
go through a pregaratoiy Courfe t)f £xereife. That 
diey weK indeed kept in conftant Exercife there is little 
Hoom to doubt ; but whether that was done in Com- 
pliance with any Law or Cuftom of the Ofympick Games, 
or at the Difcretion of their Mailersi is^ I think, not at afi 
evident. 

There is the fame Uncertainty relating to the Time, 
in which the Competitors for the E^flrian Crotjun were 
required to enter their Names, and iend their Chariots 
tnd their Horfes to Oljmfia, But it is not unlikdy that in 
a(B Things, excq»tmg perfonal Attendance, they w^rc 
C\|l>)e^ to the fame Regulations with the other Candidates f 
as they undoubtedly were in fome Inflances that I fhall 
mention prefently. If this be fo, all the above ftated 
Difficulties will be removed ; and it will be clear that the 
Ifufirian Candidates were required to enter their Names, 
and iend their Chariots and then* Hor/es to E£s, at leaft 
iiirtj Days before the Celebration of the Gam0s and Ishat 

[6] Li. vi. c. *4, 
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the Charioteers and Riders, who were in tbefe Cafes al-r 
lowed to be Proxies for their Mafters, were fubjed to the 
tuflomaiy Prefm'atioti,'2ni confequently went through 9 
proper Couife of Exercife daring the fod i^rtyBi^f, 

The Probability of this Ai^^umetit Wifl appear ycC 
ilronger, when we come to confider tlie Om^ tak«n4iy As 
Cymnaftick Candidates, before they were finally admitted j 
and from which there is no Reafon to think that (he 
Bqueftrian Camdidaief^ti^ exempted* The fenner k dib 
fwear, that they had exa£Uy performed every TJuttg ifr 
quired of them by way of Exercife, for 9en Mmtis Aypi» 
ther. In thefe ten Months were included, «8 I iifpA 
the thirty Days, or Mimtb, fpent in exercifing the«i<eh« 
in Elis : for the other mhe they were probably left at Ik ' 
berty to pradtife, each in the Gymnafium of his own 'IV* 
or Country. .That only thirty Days Of this ten MnA 
Preparation were fpent in Elis, is, I think, evident fit* 
the following Words oi Phfloftratus [7] ; HXem <n^ akr 

•xjs HX»^», that is, " The Ekans, upon the Approadi rf 
*' the Olp^ick Games, exercife the Athletes for thirty IMJ» 
•' together in the Town of £/// itfelf." 

The fame Aptlior tells us, that this long and fe?af 
Prohationy which the Candidates were obliged to undoigOt 
Hrfl at home and afterwards at E/is, was ufually con- 
cluded with an Exhortation, addrefled to them by die 
tiellofiodicks^ before their Departure for Olympian ** l£ yft 

[-'] Vit. Ap. L. V, 

«han 
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^ have exercajed ypoifelves in a^bnner f^itable to the 
** Dignity of the Olymfick Games^ and are cpnTciQas pf 
*'^ having dcHie 90 .^i^oa that l^trays a flothfull, coward* 
** ly, and iflilwgl.Difpofition, proceed tbddly. If-not, 
** depart9\all ye that are (b minded;*' 

-fiat nptwithftanding this Pecmiffiom to depart, there is 
lan Inilance of a FmicraHafi, one Birafion of JUexaadria, 
rwho in the 201 ft Olympiad was pumfhedior nmning away 
^e Day before the Battle was to have come on ; he was 
4rfiaid> it feems, of his JjiUigomftSf and £eA : ibr whick 
il^iece of Cowardice, he was fined by the Hellamdich ; 
.inrhp, to perpetuate the Memory botkof the.Puniihment 
jtnd the Crime, out of thatiFiae ^ece&ed a Btaiue to Ju- 
ifiter. There is no i9ther Inibuitie, fays Fatt/anias, of the 
(like Offimce ; but this jdoneis fofEcient to^monftrate, 
tliat it was reckoned a Jdnd of .Dtfertiou . in a Candidate, 
jto jretire before a. Combat in which he had Jifted l^mfelf 
.jo^igagc, 

•Bnt this Flight of '^iv^W muft.be fiipppled to have 
happened after his Arrival at Ofyfftpia ; where, at the 
:;Opening of the Ganges., a Herald pubdickly proclaimed 
4he Names-of all the Candidates^ as they were entered in 
^ Regifter, k^pt by the Hellanodicks for;that Purpofe ; to- 
;gether with the exadt Number oi .Qompetitors in eacji 
Jdnd of Exercifi, For a Candidatt to decline the Combat, 
^after having declared himfdf a Competitor^ and in fo pub- 
Jick a Manner^ as it were, defied his Antagonifts^ was cer- 

X 4 tain|y 
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tainly a kind of Defertion worthy of Difgrace and Pa; 
nifhment. 

After (and, as I imagine, immediately after) the Herald 
h«id thus called over the Candidates, who doabde(s ap- 
peared and aofwered to their Names, they were obliged 
to undergo an Examination of another kind, confifting of 
the following Interrogatories: i. Were they Freemen? 
2. Were rUticy Grecians ? 3. Were their Characters dear 
from all infamous and immoral Stains ? 

That the CanduUttes for the Ofymfick Crown were to be 
Freemen, is fufiiciently evident from a Panage[8] in 
DioKjifius oi HaRcamaJfus ', who, as a Rhetorician, hqriig 
down Rules for haranguing them before they entered inlD 
the Stadium, among other Topicks, which he there if- 
commends as proper oh that Occafion to be infiftediqMif 
advifes the Orator to remind them of their being /«: 
a Confideration (fays he) that ought to preferve thole 
who value themfelves upon that Title from incurring, bf 
the Commiffion of any bafe or unworthy AdUon, the Fop 
nifhments due only to Slarveu By Puni(hments, in diii 
Place, is meant (befides Fines, Excluiion horn the 
Games, l^c.) tjie bodily Corredlion that was infllfted by 
Order of the Hellanodicks [9] upon thofe, who were gnil^ 
of an Irregularity, of any fraudulent or corrupt Prances ; 
which, as they are the genuine Produft of mean and fer- 
vilc Minds, ought therefore to be reprefled by fenrile Pa^ 
nifhments. 

[?J InfrorcpticoAthlct, [9] Sec Fab. Agon. LJ. c 19. 

The 
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The Story of Alexander^ the Son ofAmpitas King of 
Macedon, as it is related by Herodotus [i], may ferve to 
fhew that none but Grecians were admitted to contend in 

' the Oiypnpick Games, 

Alexander being ambitions of obtaining the OlymficJk 
Crooiw, entered himfelf a Candidate among thofe who 

■ aimed at winning that Honour in the Foot-Race ; but was 
objected to by his Antagomfts as being a Macedonian^ and 

•told, that Barbarians were not permitted to contend in 
thofe Games, Alexander thought fit to cleat himfelf of 
this Objeftion ; and (hewed, that although he was Prince 
of Macedon^ he was defcended of a Family that came ori- 
.^ally from Argos. The Hellanodicks allowed of his Pre- 
tenliolis, and received him a$ a Competitor for the Olympick 
CrowHy which neverthelefs he did not obtain. 
■ Upon this Point of the Extraction of the Candidates the 
'Eleam were fo fcrupulous, ^s to admit none, who could 
'not declare his Father and his Mother, and fliew tha; 
there was no Bajiardy or Adultery in his Lineage. For. 
this Piece of Intelligence we are indebted to 7hemi* 
Km [2], who inftances in the Cafe of one Philammon ; 
ispon whofe Extraftiori fome Doubts ariiing, he was not 
fufiered to engage, 'till one Arijiotle vouched for him, and 
^opted him for his Son, 

Hence, in all Probability, was derived that Law by 
which the Candidates were required to enter, togctlier with 

[i] Lib.y* [1] Sec Faber'g A^n, L. iii, c, i^. Thcraift. 

0(at« p. 249. Edit, liardouin, 

their 
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dieir oim Nainea» diofe (£ xLeir Firdicn sn^ 
4ries5 thoi^h wick jegaxd to> the latter, fikcy wf^K^ Sfmt- 
times permitted t04idopi a CMmtiy, and fiyie dtenl^s 
«f Kingdoms or Cities difl^rent from tbc^ wbefc tkqr 
were bom; as waj be pxarred hy maaj Inihnice»ji pvti- 
icohify m Faifamai and Pindar [3] . Are we tejeqac fa d c ; 
fiom wiuit is £iid Above aiJrifiailis adopdi^ Pkikmm 

ibrbis SOO, Aat an ^^^ /^ Father alfa mamJA fr«u>»^ 

ImetbeTimiiinfteadof aMfiirv/Falhei^ and ^pa^lfti- 
fcr in Kfce Manner with die Hr^imadtchP 

We find the firft and Jail of the three abave-moMiQMf 
Artidcsy in&rted in the ProcIamatifMi made fay the llffM 
mhesL die Candidates paifisd in Raview along tTir ^i^dMfy 
"whidi was pefform^ in the foUowii^ Manner: 

A Hintld\s^ after having proclaimed Sikace, taiUp 
H.^ upon the Head of the Cum^datt, and lefyimt}id 
in thrct Manner along the SiaaStaa, demanded i^# 
loud Voice of all the A£embl/, '^ Is there any one, ^ 
''c;rn accofc this Man of any Crime? IsheaXa£^or> 
" S/avf ? Or wicked and depraved in hjs Life and |^ 
'* rds r* And, probably, it was in Aniwer to Inf^^ 
OiaUerrge as this* and upon a like Occa£on» that.32icp 
^fecles iSood np, and objcded to Hiiro King of StfrnOKf^ 
as a 'Tyrant. For TJutanb [5], after TleBfJbraflmj, relate^ 
;that /^>r0 having fent his Hories to Oljfttpia, in cuder to 
jcontcnd for the E^yefirian Crovtat, and having prc^^uod 

ft] lib. vf. psiHin, & Find. Oiymp, Ode 9. [4] &. Chryi>i^ 

^ Cm Fib, Ac;Qn. ^ iii. c. 12. [5] In 'iVmift. 
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for their Reception a magnificent Pavilion, ^bemftoch 
Hood up, and in a Speech told the Grecians^ that they 
ought to pull down the tyrant's Pavilion, and not fufler 
bis Horfes to contend. As there is no particular Crimt 
laid to the Charge of Uiero^ and no ObjeQion raifed 
againft him as a Foreigner, or Barharian^ the whole of 
the Accufation brought againft this Monarch by nemfto- 
eUsy feems to confift in the Word rw^aws (tyrant) which* 
^mong the Grecians^ fignified a Man, that either ufurped, 
or poffefled by Meanjs of the Ufurpation of his Predecef- 
fors, a monarchical, or fovereign Authority, in prejudice 
to the Liberties of the People, though he afterwards cxer- 
ciied that Authority with Juftice and Virtue. This wa^ 
the Cafe of Fijiftratusy of Geto^ and his Brother lUero^ ac- 
cording to Plutarch [6] ; the laft of whom, as we fee;, 
could not, however, efcape the Cenfure of Themifiodes^ 
The Genius of the Greeh was turned entirely to Dtmo-- 
cracies j wherefore it is no Wonder, that in a Grecian Af- 
fembly the Name of T^yrant Ihould be heard with Indigo 
nation ; or t^iSXThermftocles fhould think a Man, who hacf 
jjnflaved his Country, criminal enough to be excluded 
thofc Games J in which Uherty was fo much countenanced, 
that no SUwe was admitted to contend in them . It looks^ 
indeed, as if by Sla^ues in this Cafe no other could be 
meant than menial Sla'ves, fuch as were bought and fold, 
flie Property of their Maflcrs and the Scorn of Human 
l^jnd ; to degrade a Tyrant to a level witji ftich as thefe, 

[6] P* his qui, 

an4 
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and to deny hixn die PrivOeges of a Trtmtm^ wss a pece 
t>f Retaliation worthy the Juftice of an HeffamSdti and 
the Spirit of ^bemfiocks the Deliverer of Qrme. ' It ap- 
pears however, that> notwithftanding this popular Ob- 
jedion to his Charadler, Hiero ^9i2A admitted to contend 
in the Ofympick Games ; in which he obtained two Yidhk. 
rics, one in the Horfe-Racej in the 73^ Ofjfmpiad, npop 
which Occafion i*/wiir wrote his firft Ofynifici Oik [if], 
and the other in the Chariot-Racejy in the 78* j foon af- 
ter which he died. In the 75*^ Olympiad happened ifce 
Expedition of Xerxes; from which terrible Attack opoa 
her Liberties Greece was refcned chiefly by the WiiSoa 
and Valour of Tbeft^ch [S] . In the yS'^ Ofym^^ thr 
miext after the Battles ofJrtefmJUm and Salamis, Tiemfh 
€les going to th6 Ofympick Games , drew fbr a whole DiJ 
together, fays Plutareby the Attention of the Spedatois 
from the Combatants upon himfelf ; was gazed at by aB 
tlie Greeks with Veneration, and by them pointed onttoi 
Strangers with loud Expreffions of their Wonder and Ap- 
plaoie : inibmuch that Themijiocks himfelf acknowlec^cd, 
he that Day reaped the Fruits of all the Laboars he had 
undergone for Greece. It was then, perhaps, that diis 
Aflertor of die Liberties of Greece [9}, whofe Heart was 
not a little fubjeft to Vanity, the Jaft hfrmity tf nohk 
Minds {to ufe an ExpreiTion of Miks/rJ proud of his VJfto- 
ries over one Tyrant, thought iit to declare himielf an 

[7J Sc« Schol. 9d priro. C>. tr.p. Od. [8] Plut. in Themiftocle, 

Enemjf 
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Enemy to all, by this Oppodtion to Hier^ i under wlikk 
if HUrs did not iink, it was owing, in all likelihood, to 
the Services that he and his Family [i] had lately done 
to Greece, in defeating the Carthaginumstwho were leagued 
with JCerjcis in the fame Caufe : an Adtipn that Pindar 
ieems to think not inferior to the Vidlories of Salamt 
SLXid Flaf^/i: iffo, might there not have been a little 
Tindur^ of Envy and Jealoufy, as well as Vanity, in thi» 
2^al of 'ThemftocUs againft Tyranti? 

The CfOiuMates having paiTed with Honour through this 
publick Inquiry into their Lives and Charaders, were led 
to the Altar of Jupiter ^ fumamed Horcius [2], from hi* 
p-eiiding over 0«lh. The Statue of Jupiter Horcius was 
placed in the Senate-Houfe of the Eleaus^ and was formed 
to Hxike Terror into wicked Men, fays Paufanuu, more 
than any other Statues of that Deity; for in this he 
was reprefented as armed with Thunder in both Hands, 
and, as if that was not a fuiHcient Intimation of thf 
Wrath q{ Jupiter againft thofe who fhould forfwear xham- 

£1] See the firft Pythian OJe of Pmdar. 

fa] Pauil L. V, c. 24. Horcius derived from Horcat, an O^thn 
The Romans fecm to have tranflated the Greek Word Hordes by FiJiuT 
CD which joining the old Word Dius, fignifying Jupiter, and the Par- 
ticle Me, borrowed from the C^reek Ma, and ufcJ by them in other 
^or68, zs MebercU, Mecaflor, they formed the Word Mtditts fi^tts -, 
^CMit which, it fcems, there have been great Difputes among the 
Leam^. Though I cannot help thlnkJAg, they may all be ended by 
lUowing Mediusfdius to be no other than a Tranflation of Aia ogxiev, 
M I hare hert fuggcfled : but this Conje^urs I hha^t tQ better Jud^ 

fel-.es^ 
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felvesy at his Feet there was a Pkte <»f Brafi, 
terrible Denunciations againfl the Peijnred. Befine thu 
Statue were all the CaruBdateSy together with tbdur FucbI^ 
their Brethren, and the Mafters of the Gymu^um^ fwofl 
upon the Limbs of a Boar, that was (lain and cot tip fe 
that Purpofe, that they would not be guilty of anj Frnd 
or indirect Action, tending to a Breath of die Laws 19^ 
lating to the Ofympick Games. The CamSdaiti nuxreovar 
fwore, that they had for ten Months together dndy fts* 
formed all that was required of them^ by way of prepar- 
ing themfelves to appear worthy of being . admittiod IP 
contend for the Ofympick Crown, 

I cannot help taking Notice, with regard to this OMik 
|hat it appears to have been very religioufly obliBinia 
fmce, as the Ekans informed PaufamM[^']fliMbkl»^ 
fiance of any indireft Praftices made ufe of by aay of 4«, 
Candidates for obtaining the Olympick Cronvn, was in dM 
98^^ Olympiad^ almofl four hundred Years after ilia Ka* 
^itution of thofe Games by Iphitus ; from which Tilfie to 
the 226'^ Olymfiady above five hundred Years more« Of^T 
£ve Inlbnces of the like Iniquity are produced fay- ^ 
fame Author. The Leader of this opprobrious Baad is 
9ne Eupolus a ^hejjalian^ who bribed at one Time no fe& 
than three of his Antagomfis^ to yield him the Vidory in 
the CcefiMs, The Fraud and Collufion was difcovtrad^ 
^d the Corrupter and Corrupted punifhed equaQy by 
Fines ^ with the Money arifing out of which were ercded 

£3] Lib.T. c. %x. 
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£t Statues of 7^*/s^; iijxm one of thedwusnlxifenp. 

tlott » Vafe> declaring that the Ofymj^ci Crovm vms ta 

be obtained bjr dRMt^ and Sint^b^ and not bj JB^vfar^ 

sfnd CorrmpHm. Upon another it was fet ferth, diat t]u9 

Statae was ereded by the Piety of the Ulewa^ to the Ho- 

Aoar of that Deity, and to deter all Men fer the hiasam 

from tranfgreffing the Laws of the Olymptck Gsomsn All 

flie other Offenders, whoie Crime was of the fame Na> 

Anc, were pnnifhed in the fame Manner ; and tkar In-' 

fiimy was m the iune Manner perpetuated by Statues aiid 

Ihicriptions* The Apprehenfions of a like Di&ODOur, 

and the Dread, perhaps, of a Divinity, who was rcpre- 

fented as arming himielf with double Terrors for the Pu- 

uflimentofthe Perjured, was undoubtedly the Rcs^km 

that this OatA <(ras So long and fo generally kept by ;i4 

who took it. • 

From the Altar of Jufiter Horcius the Candutta^s w%i^ 
condnded to the Stadium by their Parents, their Country- 
feen, and the Mafiers of the Gynmajium [4] ; foroe of 
whom failed not to encourage them to the Combat in an 
txhortatoty Speech ; for- the compofmg of which l>w^- 
fmtiil Halicamajfut has laid down ieveral Precepts, as \ax 
\k»el already mentioned. 

Ill the Stadium they were left entirely to themfelvcs^ to 
Sand or fall by their own Merit; excepting that the 
.Hopes; and Fears, and Tranfports of their Relations and 
Friends, who could not help fympathizing with them in 

[4J Fabcr's Agoa, 

the 
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the fcvcral Turns and Accidents of the ComlMtt, were al« 
lowed to break out now and then into Expreffions ehhflr 
of Exhortation or Applaufe. And whoeirer loft thi, 
Crown, had at lead the Confoladon of. having been 
thought worthy to contend for it. And indeed, confider- 
ing the long and painful Difcipline they were obliged ffr 
undergo, and the Qualifications required of them previ- 
oufly to their being received as Candidates for the Ofyi^ 
Olive, we may very jufUy apply to them what Achehm ia 
Oh)id fays, to. palliate the Difgrace of his having been 
vanquifhed by Hercules : 

Nim tarn 
Turfe fuit mind quam contendtjfe decorum^ / 

The Honour of having contended for the Viftory ahPK : 
dantly outweighed the Difgrace of lofing it. . *f 

In fpeaking of thofe, who were admitted to contendii.-. 
the Oljmpick Gatnesy I mull not forget to mention^ lh*t* 
Boys were allowed to be of that Number. This, it feemv 
was an Innovation [5], there being no Precedent for aagt 
fuch Cuftom in the old Games before Iphitus ; and WM Ul" 
troduced by the mere Authority of the Eleans in the 37*** 
01 mpiad. Running and Wrejiling were at firft the nqlf. 
two Exercifes in which Boys were fuffered to difputedir' 
Brixjt with each other ; but in the Forty-firft Ofymfiad 
they were admitted to the Combat of the Carjius, and in '. 
thP hundred and fbi:ty-fifth to that of the Pancratium ; at 
tibey had been Ukewife to thofe of the Feniathbn in the ' 

ii\ patfC Ih T. c 8. 
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tS^^ Olympiad^ in which Exerdfe EuteUJas the Spartanoh- 
tained the Cr§wn» But the Eleam came to a Refolntioa 
that very Ofympiad, not to al)ow Bys fot the future to 
contend in the PentathloM ; which probably was looked 
upon as too robufl and too laborious for fo tender an 
Age. Pauf. lib. v. c.^. In the Gymnajiick Exerci/es th« 
B&jfSy as was moft reafonable, contended with each other 
in Ciaffes, diftind and (eparate from the Men. 

That they contended alfi> in the tiorfe-Racei^ is evident 
from what Pau/oftuu [6] fays of jBfyus the Son ofTifim, 
^ whom there was an Eqiuftrian Sutue at Ofympia^ in 
JMcmoiy of his having, while yet a Boy, obtained a 
Vidory in the Race of Rtding-HorfesJ 

I have already obierved, that the Competitors for tho^ 
Mptefirian Crowns were allowed to contend by Proxy ; ta 
Hfhich I muil add, that it was cuilomary likewife for a 
Maa to hire or borrow a Qmrht and Hor/es for that Oc« 
Cafion i ox, which amounted to the fame Thing, to pre« 
va3 with a Friend, who perhaps had more Chariots or mor^ 
Bmfes than one to run at the fame Time, to enter hia 
Name as Mailer of one of them; or to refign, perhaps^ 
die Honour of a Vidlory in his Favour, as was twice don»- 
by Gmon the Father of Miltiades, according to Hero^ 
iHHs [7]. Under the Favour therefore of fome or other 
ti thcfe Indulgencies, which were peculiar to the E^ue^ 
Jkian^Exerdfcs, a,Wzy vfsa opened for Boys alfo to ob- 
lain the Efuefirimt Crowns ; even fuppofing they were not 

[6] lib. Yi, «, a. [7] Ernto, «. 103, 

Vol. IL L rf 
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of Age or Strength fufiicient to contend for them in Per- 
ion ; or wealthy or independent enough to have a Cterid 
or Horfes of their own. 

I have mentioned Age, which undoubtedly was a Qni- 
lification neceflary to be confidered in thcfe young Can- 
didates for Glory ; efpecially upon their Admiffibn (i 
contend in any of the Gymnaftick Combats. But I vasA 
acknowledge at the fame Time, that I have not as yd 
been able to difcover, what Age was requifite for tidr 
Reception into the Clafs of Boys ; nor at what Age lliqf 
were cllecmcd Men^ and cohfequently excluded fix)m cos* 
tending in that Clafs. We read indeed in Faufaidm [)]» 
of one Damifcusj who obtained a ViSory in the A*r-JE«r 
at Twelve Years of Age : and the Trench [g] TranflM 
of th^t Author fays, diat Boys were admitted from iv ' 
Age of Twelve or Thirteen Years to that of Seventdei 
Years, to contend in the Gymnafick Combat : that mtf 
Twelve Years of Age they were reckoned too yo<nip 
and above Seventeen too old^ and confequendy Atf 
that Time they were ranked in the Clafs of Men^ ytiA 
the latter Patt of this Opinion Faher feems alfo to agre^ 
Seventeen Years being, as he fays, the Age at which the| 
.were reckoned able to bear Arms. 

This Opinion is indeed highly probable, but as it ii 
not fupported by any Autliority out of ancient Authors, t 
fhall leave it upon the Credit of thofe from whom I bor^ 
rowed it ; and obferve, that Children of the lame Ag6 

. J[S] £}iac» L, ii» c, 2. [9] See Ut Note. Pauf, Elbe, U it. c. i» 

diifo 
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difier fo greatly from eath other, both in Strength and 

Size, that the Helkmodicks feem, for that very Reafon, to 

havie been left entirely at Liberty to admit or to reject 

(uch a$ fhould, upon Examination, appear to be either aa 

nnder-match or an over-match for the reft of their Aiaa-» 

fmup. That this was the Cafe may be inferred, as well 

jfix>m a Paffege of Plutarch in the Life oi AgefilauSi which 

I ihall produce prefendy, as from the Oath taken before 

Ijifi Sutue of Jupiter Horciui, by fuch of the Helkmodicks 

p^VfCTQ appointed to examine the Boys who offered them* 

filves as Can£dates for the Olympick 0/ii;e[i]. The 

TctQOur of which Oath was, " That they had, without 

•* citiier Prefent or Reward, proceeded in that Exanu- 

.y f&otio&j and determined according to the ibideft Equity ; 

"r^pid that they promifed farther, never to divulge^ the 

^' Motives that had induced them to admit fome and re- 

/' jed others."' From this Oath, and particularly horn 

ilie fecond Claufe of it, as well as from the Pradice of 

Aicaring the HeUanodich upon this Occaiion, it is evident 

ibey were to judge difcretionally, and according to their 

•Coiiiicieiices, not of the Age only of thofe young Condi' 

sktes, which was a Matter of Fad ea£ly and certainly to 

be. known by inquiring either of themfe^ves or of then: 

Fiieiids and Relations, and Countrymen, fome of whom 

9lway3 accompanied them to Olympia, but of thofe other 

Matters already mentioned, for which no certain Rule 

% Measure could be prefcribed -, and which for that Rea- 

[i] Pauf. L. V. C.24, 

Lz fon 
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fon muft be fubmitted to the CogmMnoe tnd Deter- 
mination of DUcretton tnd Opinion only. Hiefe (eroal 
Pardcnlan are farther proved from the Pafls^ of Fih 
torch abote-mentionedy wherein he rdaies/diat the Soa 
oi PhamabaxMs, a Perfian Satrap, haring contraded a 
Friendfhip with Agefilaus King di Sparta^ applied to Ua 
one Day in Behalf of an Atheman Boy [2], of whom kt 
was very fond, and who having qualified himielf Ibrlte 
StaMum, or Jitnple Fdot-Race^ intended to offer himfelf ai i 
Candidate for the Ofym^ck Crown in the Cla/s of Aft 
but as he was very robuft and tall, there was great Dtf- 
ger of his being rejeded upon that account. Bm4f' 
fiauSf willing to gratify the young Pir/an in this Rrf 
cular, made ufe of all his Intereft with the HeUmtttA 
and after a great deal of Difficulty obtained his JkStHf 

I cannot finiih this Account of the Gm^&sSiifiirwidkJI ' 
taking proper Notice of the Ladies, who were alk 
afhamed to be reckoned in that Number. It was a gnk . 
while, indeed, before they thought of rivalling the itfdl 
in their Pretenilons to a Crown, ^om which, by a Idaidcif 
Sa/ici Law, their Sex feemed to be entirely exdndedf 
for they were not fo much as allowed to be SpeQaton of 
thefe Contefts for Glory : and no lefs a Punifhment [3} 
than that of being cafi: headlong down the Predpicts cf 

0\vf4mdat»' tMth/nvo'n UK^iBrivai, &c. See alfo the ^^ Boolb of 
JCtntfMs Greek Hiftory, where this Story it related* And hom 
thence, I fuppofe, Plutai-cb took it. 
[a] Pauf. L. V, c. 6. 
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nt Typ^eust was threatened to be infli^ed upon ever/ 
turn that was difcovered affifting at the Olyv^ck 
ts, or even known to have paiTed over the River Jl- 
daring that Solemnity. Paufantas^ who helps us to 
Particular, informs us at the fame Time^ that no Wo« 
was ever taken ofiending againft this Law, except* 
ne named QJKfateira [4], or PJberenice, whofe Huf- 
. bemg dead, (he difguifed herfelf in the Habit of a 
tr of the Gymnafum, in order to attend upon her Son 
mu, whom nnder that Chara6br fhe conduced into 
Oiym^ck Stadium. But Pifidorus coming off with 
[ueft, the Mother, who could not contain her Tran- 

at the Victory of her Son, was by fome Accident 
vered, and thereby rendered liable to the dreadful 
1^ above-mentioned. The Hellanodicks, however, 
)i Refped to her Father, her Brothers, and her Son, 
r whom had been honoured with the Olymplck Cnyvcn^ 
ipted her from Puniihment ; but ordered, that all 
filers of the Gynrnafium^ who aflifted at thofe Games ^ 
d, for the future, appear naked ; as were all the 
\afikk Candidates : which was without doubt the true 
cm of this Law*s being at Hrft made, as well as on^ 
le principal Caufes of its having been ever rcligi- 

obferved. And yet we find in the fame Pasf/a- 

This Matron was fo famous as to have had feveral Names j fee 
m^s Note upon this Paflage of P^uJ. and the Scholium upon thet 
of the jtk Olymp, Odp of Pindar, where fte is called Ariftopa" 
and the Story of her differently told. She was the Daughter of 
ras, the famous AthUtc, to whom that Ode is kfrribed. 

L 3 viits^ 
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kias [5], that the Pn'i/tt/s of CereSf and eren Firpms (thoft 
undoubtedly belonging to that Goddefi^ and thofe oalf) 
were allowed to be Spediators of thefe Gams j and wen 
feated for that Purpofe upon an Jitar of fmu MoM^ 
that was ereded on one Side of the Stmdium oppose tt 
the Seat of the HillimoM<h. I muft own, with Mbi£ 
JUllin [6], that I cannot account for io extraoitdinuy a 
Proceeding ; but I can by no meansy like him/ call tk 
Truth of this Fadt in QuefHon ; which is related in vcqr 
exprefs Terms by Paufamasy and with Ciixmrnftanoes that 
corroborate his Evidence : and is faither cobfinnad tf 
the Tefiimony of Suetoniusy in the Life x£Ner§ [7] ; fi^ 
fays, that Emperor invited the F^ial Fk-gintV^fet^ 
Combats of the AMtesy becaufe at Qfynfim the like M^ 
vilcge was allowed to the Priefieffts €ii Ceres, All wedt^ 
fay of this Matter is, that it appears [8] to have bettlM^ 
Honour granted, among many others, to the Priefii^^ 
this Gcddefs in particalar ; whofe Temple [9] was i4^ 
joining to the Stadium [i], and from fome CircumABivM^ 



[5] Eliac. ii. c. 20. Fab. Agon. L. i. c. 9. {6] Hift. 

vol. V. p. 51. [7] In Nero, c. xii, [8] Pauf. uti ibp, 

- [9] Pauf. L. V. c. 21. 

[i] May not another Reafon for this extraordinary Privilege | 
to the Priepefs of Ceres be drawn from the Situation of her TempI^ 
which overlooked the Stadium j and from which perhaps it was not 
lawful for the Prieftcfs to depart ? and may we not fuppofe th«t thil 
Privilege, though granted out of a religious Veneration to the Goddc^ 
was nevcj^ made ufc of by the Pricftcfs, or the Virgins bcdoogiiig to 
her ? N 

of 
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^whofe Worfliip [2], which was very fiiU of Symbols^ 
^d Myfberiesy and Secrets, that no one was permitted tQ 
4ivulge, this Cuftoxn was in all Probability derived ; {q 
9iuch at leaft feems to be intimated by the Mar offfliii 
Jdarbk apon which thefe PnefteiTes and Virgins were 
l^ted, of whofe SandHty and Purity it feems at the fame 
^ime to have been no improper Emblem. 

To recompenie the Women for their being excluded 
]|xMn the Olyit^ck Gamfs [33« they alfo celebrated a Fefti- 
wal of their own, inftituted^ as it is faid, in Honour of 
Gfj^mpian Juno, by Hifpodama, the Wife of ?elops. In 
.^ Feftival the Virgins, di^buted intp three Clajfesy ac<r 
ipording to their difierent Ages contended in the FooU 
Xacei from which agreeable Spe^bcle, I am willing to 
hope, for the Sake of both Sexes, that the Men were not 
excluded ; neither could the £sanc Reafon be pretended 
in the prefent Cafe, as in the former. Thefe Tenudt 
fiacersv/er^ dre£[ed, and, if one may be .allowed to give 
|mc's Opinion upon a Matter every Way fo remote from 
fjudk modem Times, they were dreff^ in a very becom- 
J9g Habit } for their Hair^ according to Fniifamas, was 
jooie and flowing, their Mantle. let down a little below 
the Knee, and their Right Shoulder naked as low as to 
^ Breafl. The-^f^j were performed in the Olympick 
Sta£tim, but, out of Regard to the Debility of the tender 
t^^ii the Cmrfe was ihortened about a iixth Part. The 

[2] See Spanheim*i and the other Commentators on Calim* Hymn 
to Ceres, [sJiPauf. L, v, c. 15. 

: i* 4 ^^^' 
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CmfWf^ received for her Reward an O/kv Cr9<WMp 
certain Portion of the J%j^ that was upon this Oo 
facrificed to Jtmo. But the moft agreeable Part of 
Recompence, was the Liberty granted to the viA 
Virgin of having her Pi^hire drawn, and hung np ! 
Temple as a Memorial, at die fame Time both i 
Beauty and her Glory. And I queftion not bal 
were as carefull to have the Painter ready upon did 
cafions, as the Conquerors of the other Sex weretl 
their Statuams and Poets, 

What Pity b it, that infiead of a Pidnre ofime«| 
fair ConquereiTes, nothing fhould now remain tojj 
the Name of her who obtained the firft ViBmj% 
was Chlorisf the youngeft Daughter o^Amfbiois^ "dj 
Whofe Beauty is celebrated by Homer [4]. A 

The Diredtion [5] of this ¥efit*vcd^ and the Q| 
prefiding at thefe Gamuy was lodged in fixtem JM 
defied for that Purpofe, fwo out of each of 41 
bribes of the Eltims, Thefe fiocteen Matrons^ wl 
alfo a like Number of Women to afllft them in oi 
the Games f compofed two Choirs, one named iStm 
of Phyfcoa^ and the other of Eifpodavaa ; but li 
they employed their Voices in iinging the Praiftt 
Goddefs, or of^e vidorious Virgins^ or both, is M 
though a lefs important Part of their Office is root 
namely, the Care of weaving a Veil, which lirai 
ever the Image of Juno upon her FefBval. 

{4] Odyfl; A. TCP. 2So, [5J Pwf, ibi4. 
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- But to return from this^ ihort Digreffion : Notwith* 
ftanding the Women; by the Inftitution of thde Game» 
i:onfecrated to Jtm^ feem to have been iet upon a pret^ 
iequal Footing with the Men^ yet. the Vanity of the latftr^ 
in over-valuing themfelves upon their ViBmis, brought 
the Women into their Ufts. And very fortunate was h 
|br the Men, that thefe dangerous Rivals were, by thd 
above-mentioned Law, excluded from contending in Per-* 
ion; and neceffitated of Courfe to limit their Ambitioii 
IQ the obtaining the Equefinan Crowns only ; for which 
alone it was allowable to contend by ?roxy. The Laiiv 
jby which Women were forbidden to be prefent at th« 
Plytfifick Games, and the Liberty granted the Equejtrkm 
.Candidates, which I have juft now mentioned, have already 
been fo clearly and fo fully dated, that I need not enter 
into the Queftion, whether Cymfca, and the other Ladiet 
^IMacedoma who afterwards followed her Example, were 
prefent at the OlymfUk Gasses, any farther, than to fay 
that Faier[6] is of Opinion, that Cym/ca was in Perfon at 
Pfymfia, thou^neith^r ihenor any of the Female C^. 
didates drove their own Chariots; which Opinion he 
grounds upon the Words o£ Plutarch [7], which indeed 
feem to imply as much. But if the Words of Plutarch 
are to be taken firi£tty according to the Letter, they im« 
ply, that Cpnfca was not only prefent at the Olympick 
Gams, but that (he drove h^ own Chariot; which is 

[i5] Agon. L. !. c. 26. 

[7 J See Plut. in Agefi. ft Ucon. Apoptibu * Xcno. in Agefu 

.contrary 
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contrary to what Fabir himfelf allows, and to tbe Tcffi« 
mony of her own Monument of this Vidloiy [8] ; which 
confided of the Statues of her fm Hmfis in Br^s, a littli 
left than the Life, her Chariot and her G&mWjur,.. i^nd ha 
own PiSun drawn hy JptUes. B^deft, as her being jkt^ 
fent was not at all neceflaiy, .diere was>no Occafion fir 
the Hellamdicks to difpenfe in her Favoor with the Obfer* 
vation of a Law, whidi in all other Cafts was to be 
obeyed under the Penalty of Death. She had* Reafon to 
be contented, one would think, with being admitted to 
contend for a Cronjut i the Value of which ihe had beet 
moll malicioufly prevailed upon to bring into Diicieii^ 
1^ (hewing from her own Example, that the Womes 
might as well pretend to that Honour as the Men.* Sock 
at leail was the Intention of her Brother u^^C&wf^ whiA 
perfuaded her for that Reafon to make the ExperimcBt 
But he feems to have been difappointed in the Event* 
The Olympick Crou^n kept up Its Value ; and inilead of 
being depreciated by the Comp^tion of a Woman, gsvo 
fnch a Luftre to Cym/ca, that the feveral Atts of Pim^; 
Painting, ArcUteSurey and Statuary ^ were all employed bf 
herfelf or her Countrymen, to deliver down to PoAnil;f 
the Memory of her Glory. 

[8] Pauf, L. vi. c, i. & L. v. c. 12. 
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SECTION XVL 

Of the Olympick Crown j and other Honours and 
Rewards conferred upon the Conquerors. 

TH E firil Reward bellowed upon the Conquerors^ and 
the Hedge of many confequent Honours, Privi- 
leges, and Immunities (all of which I propofeto treat of 
in this Sedion) was a Chaplet or Crofwjt, compofed of the 
Branches of a PftM Olive. 

To enhance the Value of thefe O^ve Chaplets, and ren- 
der them in fome Degree worthy of thofe Games, which 
by way of Eminence were ftyled Holy, the Eleans pre- 
tended that the Tree, from whence they were always 
taken, was originally brought to Olympia by Hercules [i], 
from the Country of the Hyperhoreans ; a People, whofe 
Situation no Geographer, either ancient or modem, has 
yet been able to determine. Pindar gives the Honour of 
this Exploit to Hercules the Son oiAlcmena, though, as we 
learn from Paufaniasp it was by others afcribed to the 
Jdaan Hercules, who was earlier by fome Generations. 

But as there were many Plants of the fame kind grow* 
ing in the Jltis of Olympian Jupiter, feveral of which 
might equally pretend to the fame venerable Original, to 
obviate all Doubts and Scruples relating to the Sacred 
Olive, that might arife either from the above ConfL^ 

[i j Pindar*8 Olympi Ode 3, (n the Notfi there. 

d^itfion. 
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deration, or from the long Interral, which had pafied be« 
tween the Timlin which thefefiprMrfloiuriflied, and that 
in which IfMtus re-inftitutcd the Ofymfici G«Ma| the 
EleoMs farther pretended, that it was indicated to diem bf 
the Delphick Orack. This Account, though not taken 
Notice of by Paufamas, or an/ other Author^ as I rernei^- 
ber, b preferved to us in a Fragment of Pi^ilr^MTy andistt 
follows : '* During the iAfive Olympiads lafter tit R^r 
<< tutioM of tbofe Games ty Ifhitus'] no one, fajrs he, was 
*^ crown' d ; but in the Jixth the People of E/is came to t 
** Refoludon, to confult the Grade akbut giving Ovwtf 
*' to the Conparors. For this Purpofe they fent Ifbiius their 
^ King to Delfbi^ to whom the God gave this Anfwer : 

To the fwift Vidor be no more aifign'd 
The bleating Offspring of the fleecy kind. 
But from the Oli^i, which fpontaneous grows 
In Pifas Vale, a verdant Crown compofe j 
That Oli'vey round whofe venerable Head 
Heir fubtle Textures hath Aracbni fpread. 

♦* Iphitusy upon his Return to Olympian having diicovered, 
•* among the many luild Olj'ves that grew in the Satred 
** Grovey one which was covered with Cobwebs, enclofed 
** it with a Wall ; and from this Tree was a Chapkt or 
** Crown taken and given to the Conquerors, The foft 
** who was crown d was Daicles of MeJfenCy who in the 
^ fcvcnth Olymfiad gained the Vidlory in the Stadium, or 
^*finpU FoQt'Bace.'\ 

From 
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From this Account we alfo learn, that the Prixi ori- 
ginally beibwed upon the Ofymfick Conqueron was a 
Lamb, And fome learned Modems have imagined, that 
in fome Periods of thefe Games, the Crowns given to tha 
/7^«r/ were of Gold. But, as I think, they have miihkei^ 
the Paflages upon which they fbmid their OpinioD, I 
ihali pafs it over with diis Obfervation only ; that coii» 
fidering the Number of Exercifisj of which in Procefi of 
Time the Ofympkk Games conMed, in each of which thm 
Viaor was entitled to a Frixe^ the Honour of pxefiding at 
the Olymfick Gasms muft have been very eacpenfive to ihti 
Mleans in that Article alone, had thefe Prizis been of anj 
confiderable Value. And it is probable that the EUgnsp 
forefeeingthis,might, out of good Oeconomy, be defir- 
ous of changing the original Prizi, a Latnb^ though of no 
great. Value, for the cheaper one of a Gvouitr, compoied 
of the Branches of a WildOk*ot: to fan^Ufy which Al- 
teration, and give a Luftre to their OU'ue ChapUtt they 
had Recourfe to Fables> and the Authority of the DeU^ 
fbick Oracle. 

With the fame View they not only fuirounded this 
facTid Olive with a Wall, and diftinguiihed it by the 
Name oiCallifiephanos, /. e, the Tree of the Crowns of 
Glofyj but put it alfo under the Protediion of certain 
Vymfhs [2], or inferior Deities ; whom from their Office 
they likewife furnamed CalUfiephmd ; and to whom thev 
cre^ed an Altar near that conjecrated Plant, 

[lJP»«f,L.T, 
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To esedte the Umxiiakinoi die Compedtom^ by pi 
ing in dwir View the OtjeSt of tbdr Aadntfen, tS 
Ov^uv were laid upon %Tripdd, orTiAk, triiich dnfi 
the Games wu broagkt <m imd placed in Ae KficUIc 
alM <lMifow, or of the iMff^dnm [3]* accoijdlng aii 
td^iOtve Exercifet reqiliMd. In the InterWd of 1 
Cmmf[0^ thejr were kept, 4!he ftnner indieTemile 
)l;^» die tatterin dieTempk of 7km at Oijm^. 1 
fri^waftofBraft»aad ieemi to have been cntirdj^ t 
tfide after the TmUe was made, whldi was oofflpoSl 
GoM and Itofyrthe Worioiianfliip of Cft&iSRr of J^ 
» Difcipkof jR^OirAf. ■ j'-^** 

• Upon the ^LBie ?WMr weft alfo expofidi t6^ 
irmcbei of P«far» wUch the Cmftierars iLU4Mlf'# 
Orae Xflttift winidieOv^0a#y atia carried in tluSr'^HI 
4a EmblenM [5] (fays Fhaareb) of die mrf uppieli fj * 
fpor of dieir Minds and Bodies, evidenced n Aeff^ 
ting the bescer of their AMa^(imfi$ ;^ and furnomttlMI 
-Oppofitioa, like thofe Hants, whofe Property it wift/ 
cording to the Opinion of the Ancients, to rife And io«l 
Oder die gncsteft Weights, and a^nnft all Endeavoni 
.bend or keep diein down. 

[3] It is probable, thit in tht Baffo Jtelii^n itprefenting tfai 
Mifp^om at Cmfiawttnaple (a Print of wludi it iafeited in fFtk 
. ?Vm/^ ^ a %%,) the Fmr^ FdlUn fupporting » &ia|> of Fnaie, 1 
cnljT the Le^ of a T^^/f, (enring the Ufe aboYe-acntiooed. W 
l^r, 0%eeUr not coiifiderin|^ fays, he (Mfi!/ not coi^tQurt Vfliai if 
for, unUp only fin^rmmtitf^ 

.c? Thoi 
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Though the Comjuerors were immediately, apon their 
fining the Fiffotyy entitoled to the Cbaplet and the Palm^ 
yet Faher [6] conjeftures, from a Paflkge of ChryfoJIom^ 
tiiat they who tbbtended in the Morning Exerdfes^ did not 
itceive their Crmms till Noon; at which Time U m^ 
isdlb be inferred from die fame Pai&ge, that the Speda- 
tors, as well as the Can£dateSf were difmifTed in order to 
take feme Refrefhment before die Afternoon Exercifes came 
6n I the Conquerors in which were in like Manner obligjed 
io wait for their ReWafd till the Evening. And inded, a» 
tvfcty Part of thefe Games was conduced with the utmoft 
Order and Decency, ir is not nataral to fuppofe that the 
Courfe of the Exercifes was interrupted, by giving the 
tirown to every fingle Conqueror as foon as he had obtained 
Ins Vt^ory^ efpecially as that Solemnity was attended widi 
\ great deal of Ceremony. 

- It was performed (as far as I have been able to colleft 
from ieveral Parages fcattered up and down in ancient 
Authors) m the following Manner : 
' TTie Conquerors being fummoned by Prodamadon, 
tearched in Order to the Tribunal of the HeUanodkhsSj]^ 
%here a Herald^ taking the Crvwns of Oli've from the Ta- 
ble [8], placed one upon the Head of each of the Con^ 
^uerors ; and giving into their Hands Branches of Pa/m, 
led diem in that Equipage along die Stadtum, preceded by 
^ Trumpet fy proclaiming at the fame Time with a loud Voice, 

[6] Agon. L. i. c. 30. ' [7] .^liijirL.ix. 0.51, [8]Cic, 
Ypift. ad Luc. Pint, M fe ipTo'kud,. 

their 
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their Names, tke Names of their Fathers, and tfaeil' 
Coantries ; and fpecifying the particular Exerdfi in whid^ 
each of them had gained the Vidory . The Form made 
ufe of in that Proclamation, feems to have been conceived 
in thefe or fach like Terms -, *vi%, ** Dtagfitat the Sob 
*' oiDamagttus of Rbodet, Cofifuercr in the Cdffttu in the 
*' C/afs of Menj" and fo of the reft, whether Men or 
Bcyj, mutatis muiauSs. That in which the Fi^mn of 
Jiero were publifhed, is recorded by Dio 0{ffius[€^9 ^ 
the Singularity, I fuppofe, of the Style, as wellutbl 
Eminency of the Conqueror ^ and the' Quality of the UtrJi^ 
whofe Name, as the fame Author informs us, was ClMti. 
Jiu/us, a Man of Coufular Diguity. Take it, togedMf 
with the fhort, but farcaftical Reile6tion of the Hifloril9 
upon it, in the vety Words, as near as I could traAflM 
them into EfigJifili"] : Nero Qe/ar is inShrious in tkt 
Game, and imparts the Honour of this Cha^let to the W§mm 
FiopU, and to all the Inhabitants of the Worlds his ^aljiffs. 
He ftyled himfelf, fays Dio CaJJiusy Lord of the World, and 
yet turned Harper^ Crier ^ and Tragedian. To illuilrate Ait 
^vonderfuU Piece of Hiftory, I fhall obferve, that this vada ' 
t)ut mean Lord of the Univerfe, befides his Vidory in 
{he Chariot'Raci at Olympia (which I have already men^ 
tioned} obtained many others in the feveral Gasms of 
(freeze [zl (in all which he contended) as a ilf i^«r, a 

[9] InNcrone. 

3 Critr, 
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Crier, and a TragetBoMi to which he fometimes added 
the farther Indecency of proclaiming, in the Quality of a 
Criery his own Vidtories [j] : and to fit himfelf for this 
honourable Employment, he every where contended pub- 
lickly with the Crim or Heraidi , who, without doub^ 
were very carefidl not to oot-banl the Mafter of twenty 
Legions. 

Although the Oiymfick Crowns werd all compofed of the 

Branches of the Sacred 0&*ve, yet, I imagine, they were 

diftir^ihed from each other, either by the Difference of 

their Form, or the Addition of fome emblemadck Orna* 

jnent peculiar to the feveral Exercifes. The Racer^i 

Crancn was different from the Wrefiler's^ and fo all the 

reft. This I acknowledge to be a mere Conje^ure of 

ay own ; founded indeed upon no poiitive Authority of 

any Writer, either ancient or modern ; but countenanced, 

at I think, by a PafTage of Plutarch [4], where {peaking 

of the different Talents and Fortunes of Mankind, he ad« 

tifes us to be contented with our own, and not envy thofe 

of other Men ; like the Racers, continues he, who are not 

difiktbfiod at not obtaining the Wrefilers Crowns, but 

triumph and are happy in their own. Thefe Words, I 

confefs, will bear a more general Scnfe, and may mean 

no more than that the Racers do not envy the Wreftlers 

Aeir Viftory. And yet I am perfuadcd, that, had there 

teen no Mark, by which thefc Crowns were diftinguilhed 

ftom each other, he would have expreiled himfelf other- 

[3] §uet. in Nsro. [4] De Tranq. Animi, 

Vol. IL M wife. 
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ifnk. For to (ay ilk general, tKat the Jioc^ri did a 
the Wr^kn the Olj^mfick Cnwn, wovld not b< 
true, any more than to lay here in En^0n4% that 
mirml does not envy a Gtmrtd the G^r^ or \_\ 
becaufe thofe Honours are indificren^y beftowe 
both, and may therefti^ be the Objeft of ijbe A 
of either. But among the Rotnam it might wj 
Propriety and Troth be £ud, thai a Man, vfho h* 
guiflied himfelf in a Sea-£ngagement, and ob 
€>vwn as a Reward for his Valour, did not ei 
Fellow-Citizen the Crown which he had gdw 
jSiege ; becaufe thofe Crm^ms were known to bfrd 
and appropriated to diftin^ Services. However, 
fubmit this, with many other Things of the' lib 
tain Nature, to the more judicious Reader. A 
emhlemaiick OrnameutSy which I mentioned above 
produce but little better Authority in Support 
Part of my Conje6lure, than of the former. PA* 
his Difcourfe ujpon the Face in the Moon, fpeaking 
Souls, which, after the firft Death here upon £an 
the Purgatory which they undergo for fome Tim- 
Regions between the Earth and that Planet, are ttJ 
to the Moon, fays, that as a Mark of their Coi 
they, like the Conquerors, wearChaplets of {Wlif<y») 
cxWipigs: and Pindar^ in his ijf^OIymp, Ode, to 
the Viftory oi Afopkhus in the Foot -Race, fays, he 
his hiodnuith the Wtngs (WligoiV*) or Flumes of the 
iSmis* The fame Word, and xS^ in the fame Se; 
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Cttrt again m the g^PjthianOAe. The ScMafi, and all the 
Interpreters agree, fliat by thcfe Words Pindar means the 
dfyaipici and PjiMek Crowns ; which, (ay they, he cidls 
^gr, hcoittc th^ eU^atf and exit/i. But t can hy n6 
iileans approve of tUs Solution, and ^k the ^xpreflion 
feb bddto be jiftitiiied, rren in that Kind of Poetry called 
Ditlyramiick, wliich, by all We kno^ of it, ftems to have 
Bbeti ^e Prodoftion of fixch great Wit5, as, according to 
Dfydhty are tiear aHUed to Madhefs. Wonld an EngHjh 
f6it be allowed to fay, that a Man received the Order of 
Ae fHfigy to fignify that he iVas made ^mgi^t of the 
Gartef" f And yet it might be juftified in him as well as in 
t^mbty by the fame KLind of Reafoning. For my Part, 
I otrniot help concluding from thcfe two Paflages, com- 
fOOrkd with that of P/«/^ri&,that either the Conquerors in 
general (for the Words in Plutarch are general) bclides 
the Chapfct peculiar to the Games ^ received another com- 
prtcd of IVings or Plumes j or that the Racers Chaplet in 
particnl^ was adorned with F/««f« or Wings y the proper 
and known Emblems of Swiftnefs. In Support of which 
Cohjedure, I defire it may be obferved, that the Odes, In 
*KichF/Wizr ufes this Expreflion, are both of them in- 
faibed to Conquerors in the Foot -Race. Plutarch y in the 
PafTage above -cited, fpeaks of Wings as the Symbols of 
Conftanc}'. I (hall not inquire into the Rcafon or Pro- 
priety of this S>Tnbol, but obrer\'e, that a Chaplet of 
^ijfgsy confidercd as the Symbols of Conilancy, belonged 

M 2 equally 
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equally (and were probably given) to all the Conqaeras, 
as the Words ofPiaarcb feem to implf. 

That different Degrees of Merit were rewaided ividi 
difierent Degrees of Honour, and conieqiieiitly with dit 
ferent Crowns, 1 infer from thefe Words of St B^ [5]: 
'* No Prefideni of the Gams, (ays he. is fi> devoid of 
** Judgment, as to think a Man^nidio (or want of an Ad^ 
" verfary hath not contended, deferves the fame Cnmn 
*' (urti9 rtfdfn) as one, who hath contended and oicr* 
** come/' That he, who for want of an JtUmgrnuf was 
proclaimed Conqueror, did receive a Cnmm^ is evident fiofli 
the Epigram upon Milo (which I have produced at die 
End of a former Section) and many Paflages in Ptrnfimmii 
and that the Crown, which in that Cafe he was entitled tOj 
was difibrent from that which he would have received, had 
he contended and vanquiihed, may, I think, be £uilf 
concluded from the Words of St. Bafii, above cited. 
Alcihiades [6], who fent feven Chariots at one Time to ths 
Olympick Games, gained the frfl,fecond, zsi^ fourth Prisus, 
which were fo many Crowns of Oli<ve[f\: and dieft 
Crowns, in all Probability, differed from each other, ai 
they were the Rewards of different Degrees of Merit 
To this let me add, that the Charioteers, and even the 

£5] Apud Fab. Agon. L. iii. Cap. i. 

[6] Plut. in Al. Thuc. Ifo. in Bigi. 

[7] This will appsar to any one, who fiiall compare the Fragoxsat 
of the Ode which Euripides compofed upon this Occafion, with what 
P/utarcb, and Tbuty/iides, and Ifocrates, and Euripida himlelf, in the 
fame Place, fay of the three Viftories of Alcihiades j by which alfo it 
M. plain, that inftcad of D; n^Sfv?* iM/^it ibould be W;. 

Horfis, 
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msrfis^ were rewarded with Crvwnsy which can hardly be 
ioppofed to have been the fame with thofe beftowednpon 
tiieir Mailers ; though no Notice is taken by any ancient 
Author, of any Diflerence or Diftindtion in thefe feveral 

Though the Olpvi-Chafkt feems to have been the only 
Reward which the HeiianotHcki conferred upon the Can^ 
faerxfri, > yet were there many other, no leis glorions and 
so lefs pleafing Recompences attending their ViBoriesy as 
well from the Spedators in general, as from their own 
Oountrymen, Friends, and Relations in particular; fome 
of which they received even before they were put in ^of-^ 
ieffion of the Grown. Such were the Acclamations and 
Aj^laufes of that numerous Affembly; the. warm Con- 
giatalations of their Friends, and even the faint and ex- 
torted Salutations of their Maligners and Opponents. 
Thefe broke out immediately upon their Vidory, and were 
at Lenients totheir Wounds^ and Cordials to their Toils ; 
ead enabled them to fupport with Patience the farther 
Toil of waiting, perhaps many Hours, for the Cronjon i 
which was no inconfiderable Matter after a hard-fought 
Battle or Ipng-contefted Vidlory, efpecially if they were to 
fbnd all that Time in the Stadiumy naked and expofed, 
in that botteft Scafon of the Year, to the Rays of the 
San; and that in a Place, where the Heat was fo vio- 
lent, that Slaves were fometimes, by way of Punifhment, 
condemned to fuffer it for a whole Summer's Day toge* 
*cr. 
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As they pai&d along die Shubm, after diey had le- 
ceived the Ovamt they were again filmed with the Ac- 
clamations of the Spedators; acconqpanied with a Shaver 
of Herbs and Flowers, poured on Aaa from eveiy Side; 
as may be collefled from what Paufmnas relates [7] of 
Dii^oras the XiidUm, to whom Pmdar [8] mfcribes his 
feventh Ofyw^ck Ode ; in which he enumerates his &• 
vend Viaories m almoft all the Gamis of Gma. Tkii 
venerable Conprnw is laid to have accompanied his tfo 
Sons, Aatfikus and Dams^etus, to the Ofymfui Gmmes^ ia 
which the young Men coming Off viAorions, Acaplmu ia 
the Oflms^ and Damagtius in the PanenaUtm^ took dMIf 
Father on their Shoulders, and carried him as it wemif^ 
Triumph along the StMliwn^ amid the Shouts and hc^ 
clamations of the Spedatora ; who poured Flowen O0^ 
him as he pa/Ted, and hailed him happy in being the.F*'^ 
ther of fuch Sons [9]. 

It was farther cuftomary, for the Friends of the Gw^^ 
querors to exprefs their particular Reipe6fc to them, I^ V^^^ 
ing up to them, accofting them, and prefenting them witi^ 
Chaplets of Herbs, i^c. binding their Heads with/S&ir^ 
Ribbons [i J, &ff. 

[7] Lib. vi. 

rs] See the ScoUafi on the 4'^ Pytb, Ode of Pindar, yer. 426. 

i'9] There arc fome Additions to this Story, which I (hall take No-: 
tire of In- another Place. 

[i] Sec 'Tbuc, L. iv. fubjin. where arc thefc Words ; UU A, liwi- 
*viKv Ti, * irfo^rffieov% «07f( aMp, the Story of Licbat quoted in t 
former Sf ^;cn^ and the laft mcQtioncd Faflas? of Pindar^ 

The 
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The laft Duty performed by the Conquerors at Ofymfna, 
was (acrificing [i] to fheTwelre Gods, who were worihip- 
ped, two at one Altar, as I have aheady obfenred, and 
fometimes to Olymflck Jupiter ih particular. Thefe Sa- 
trifices fome of them performed with fo mnch Magni- 
ficence, as to entdttain the whole Multitude which were 
gathered together at that Soleintuty ; as did AlciHader [3], 
Liopbron, and EmpedacUi [4] . But this laft being a Pytba^ 
gorean^ and fot that reafon abitaittifig from :lll animal 
Food, diftributed to the Ailembly an Ox, cotapofed of 
Honey, Flour, Frankincenfe, Myrrh, and Other Spices of 
great Value. 

Others, who had lefs Ability^ or perhaps lefs Vanity, 
were contented to feaft only their own Friends, or proba- 
bly were fometimes fealted by thefn ; and perhaps by the 
Eiums themfelVes, the Superintendants of the Olymfick ' 
Games. Fot fo much {eettis to be intimated by Pau/anias^ 
who fays, that in the PryfaAeum, or Town-Hall o( Ofympia^ 
there was a Banqueting Room fet apart for Ae entertain- 
ing the Olympick Ccfnquerors. At thefe Entertainments, 
whether ptibliclc or private, were frequently fung by a 
C^raj, accompanied with Inftrumental Mufick, (trch Odes 
as were cdmpofed upon that Occafion in Honour of the 
Conqueror. But it was not die good Fortune of every 
Conqueror to have a Poet fyr his Friend ; or to be able to 
jay the Price of an Ode, which the Poets rated very high, 

[2] Pixid. Olymp. Ode 5. and the Sckoliaft. 

[3] Athc»iDeip. L.i. [4] Itid.&Lacrt, iahliLife. 

M 4 accojd« 
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according to the following Stoiy related by the ScholinJI 
of Pindar [5]. The Friends of one Pytheas, a Confturor 
in the Numam Games, came to Pindar, and defired him 
to make an Ode upon the Occaiion ; but the Poet de- 
manding a large Sum [6] of Money for his Performance, 
they replied, it was better to have a Statue of Brds 
ere Aed for that Money^ than a Copy of Verfes, and went 
their ways. But fome Time after having changed dieir 
Opinions, they returned to Pindar and paid him his Price: 
who, in Allufion to the above-mentioned Tnn&Sdoa, 
begins his Ode with fetting forth, that he was no Statuajf 
no Maker of Images that could not ftir from their Pe- 
deftals, and confequently were to be feen only by thofet 
who would give themfelves the Trouble to go to t3o^ 
Place where they were eredted j but he could make ^ 
Poem, which fliould fly over the whole Earth, and publi^ 
in every Place that Pytheas had gained the Croivn in tf^' 
Vernon Games, ^c. Pindar, as was natural, gives tf^ 
Preference to his own Art, Poetry ; fo did the Friends ^ 
Pytheas: and Pindar's Works are now, after two thoufan 
Years, remaining flill, to prove that they were neither c^ 
them miflaken. 

Thofe Conquerors, who could not attain to the Honou^ 
of an Ode on their particular Viftory, were obliged Xx^ 
take up with one made by Archikchus in Praife of Her^ 
cuUs, which, as we learn from Pindar [7] and his Scbo* 

\ ^ ] Nrm. Ode 5. [6] See hereafter the Note on the 2<> fflhmian 
OHr of /*/W«ir. [7] Olymp. Ode 9. 
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mfi^ it was cuitomaiyto fing three feveral Times to the 
"onqueror, vix, in the Sta£umy as I fuppofe, at the 
^ime of his being proclaimed Conqueror ; in the Gjm^ 
afium ; and in his own Country, at the Solenmity of his 
'riumphal Entry there. Of this Ode nothing has come 
bwn to us but the two iirft Verfes, preferred by the 
cboliaji oi Pindar: the three firft Words of which, viz. 
I KoMiVtxi, %a»(gi, O glorious Viffor^ hail! feem» by the 
Account which the Scholiaft gives of this Ode, to have 
leen the only ones applicable to the Olympick Qmpuron 
the refl belonging to Hercules) and were fometimes, per- 
haps, the only ones made u/e of^ eipecially when the 
"Umrus conMed of none but the Friends of the Omfueror: 
vhich, as many of thefe Conquerors were not rich enoi^h 
o iMre a Band of Singers and Muiicians, muff have of- 
en been the Cafe. To fupply the Want of a Mufidan, 
ircbilochus framed a Word in Imitation of the Sound of a 
Elarp, which Word (Tenella^ Tv»XXa) when there hap- 
pened to be no Mufician prefent, the Lea^ of the Chorus 
dianted forth, and was anfwered by the reft of the Chorus 
in the Words of the Ode, O YJOO^muiy O glorious ViSor^ 
EsTr, at every Comma, or Paufe of which, this Burden 
Hras again repeated, as Pindar s Scholiaft informs us, from 
whom I have taken this whole Account. 

To perpetuate the Glory of thefe Fi^ories, the Hellano^ 

dicks entered into a fublick Regifter the Names of the Con 

querors ; fpecifying, without Doubt, the particular Exer- 

cife and Clafs, whether of Men or Boys^ in which each 

4 had 
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. j^cuiernith thtf Nosbcr of rttr 

^wy t:iken Notice, in azodicr Plar:. 

...k^uii paid to the CsfT'Tsttrcrs ic in: 

^ ..ic c>/rin;^ii^ with their Names, an 

. aiing of it here, but fiiall proceec 

^ .jc :he lead Honour granted by dtf 

. ^.n*(ttgr7rs ; and this was the Pri\Tlf5? 

..^ti \<i up in xhcJ/fhj OT /acred Gn-'vt 

. *!.Macrors thcmfelves, their Friends, and 
wountr)' [8], were at the Expence of 

.. .icrc they retrained by the Olymfidt 

...^■.ng diat too common Vanity of mif- . 

ML'c and Stature [9] of their Bodies^ and 

'.heir Suitues no bigger than the Life - 

\:Kch, fays Luciano the Hellancdicks wer^ 

' examining the Candidates themfelvef* 

.. WW in this Particular offending againfl 
^i> hcd them very properly with throw^^ 

a his Life o{ Chahiasy fays, that ii^ 

.•.•icrat, who had caufed his Statue tc^ 

. . \i: Attitude, cxprefling a particular 

^v; . :>^" the Invention and Ufe of which 

wv. obtained a confiderablc Vidlory, it 

, .\ ;he Ccv^ueron in the Games, ifc» 

[0] Lutian. Is.ag, 

to 
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to reprefent in their St/thas tlio jtiiimkt, SUith bfc. in 
ivhicb they l^id gained the Crdwa, 
. Thtt3 for Inftance, the Statue o£ Damammli'}, who 
was t^ txi that obtained the Fi£lmy in the Ract of mrmgd 
Afev, is defcribed by Faufianas with a ^bUU, %Hibmt^ uA 
fiuflum^ die proper Equipage of thofe who contended in 
thatExerdie: and that of La^ (an eminent JS«»r^nuido 
by Myrwy as emin^t a Statoary, was formed in the very 
Adion of Running ; and kcaa^ according to the Ac- 
count giren of it in a veiy beautiful Gnd Epigram [2]* 
. 10 have exprefled not the JtHtmk of the Sody only, but 
that of the Mind aHb (if I may b ^pcak) the Htfer, die 
Bxfeffittwij the Affkrtma of die Vi^ory, in fi> lively a 
Manner, that it is going diis Moment, cries the Poet, to 
kap fix>m its ftdefid and feize the Crown. 

But the Conquerors were not contented to confecr^te 
^Ikmfelves only in this Manner to Fame and J^fitir ; they 
(boietimee fet up the Statues of their Cbarietmrs^ and even 
of dieir Horfesy as may be feen in Fau/amas [3] ^ and 
(bmetimes they dedicated die very Chariots themfdves in 
wbick they had gained the Yidtory : an Inftance of which 
I have quoted in a former Se^on, from . FindarU fifth 
Fyih. Ode. 

It is plaTn, however, from a Paflage in Flnhfirmtus^ 
cited by fab. :^«»r. lib. iii. c. 12. diat this Frvotlege oi z. 
Statue was not granted to thofe Coapurors who were of 
mean Occupations,or hadexerdiedanyHandicraftTrade. 

[i] Pauf. L. vi, [*] Aathol. L,iT, [3] Lib. vi. 

In 
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In the fixth Bo(^ tXFmtfiodas may be feen alargeLtft 
iDf Statues erected in the Ahis of Ofymfiam Jt^ter^ in Ho- 
nour of thofe CutfuenrSf who had difBnguUhed diem< 
felvcsy either by the Number or the Sbgularity of the 
ViSories. A Li0Lf though too large to be inferted, yet 
proper to be mentioned in this Diffkrtatioit ; as tending 
not only to confirm what has been faid relating to die 
Statues of the Ohfm^ck Cottfinrorst but alio to give the 
Reader an Idea of the Magnificence of Ofympia i where, 
befides the numerous Temples, Altars, and Images of 
Gods, there was to be feen, even in the Times of iW 
fiimasf an almofl incredible Quantity of Statues of MeD« 
Boys, Horfes, £«fr. many of diem made by thofe greet 
Artifts, whom no one fince hath ever pretended to excdL 

We muft now take our Leave of Oljm^a, and pafi 
with the Ctmquerors to their feveral Countries, where we 
fliall iind flill more Honours, more advantageous Privt* 
leges, and more fubiUntial Rewards conferred upon 
them. 

The publick Honours paid to them upon their retoxi*^ 
ing into their own Countries were very extraordinaky; 
and fuch as not only equalled the Glory, but re(embled 
alfo the Pomp of a Roman Triumph ; which I doubt not 
indeed was originally derived from the iplendid Etari$s,o[ 
thefe /acred Conquerors into their own Cities. 

In the Account [4] which Xspbiline, the Abridger of 
Dio CaJfiuSf hath written of the. triumphal Entry of Ner9 

£4] PlOvCaiT. ia Nero, 

into 
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into Rome, after his Vidories in Greece^ axe contained moft 
of the Particnlars of this Ceremony. I Ihall therefbrt 
give a Tranflation of the whole Paflage, adding to it fuch 
farther Circumflances as I find mentioned in other Au- 
thors., 

" When therefore he [Ngrti] made his fuilici EfUty into 

" JRome, Part of the Walls was thrown dewm^ and a large 

*' Breach was made in the Gates, upon an Information gi* 

*' ven him by fome People^ that it was cufiomary to have 

** both thofe Things done for fuch who had obtained the 

** Crown in the /acred Games. The March was begun by 

'' thofe who carried the feveral Crowns which the £m- 

*^ peror had gained. Theft were followed by others, 

'^ who bore upon the Tops of Spears little Tmbiets, where- 

** in were fpecified the Gatnes, the particular Contefl, 

** againft whatJntagomfis, hy whaX Pisces ofMsfoJi, and 

^* in what Playsl^^, he had come off vi£U)rious } to each 

** of which was added. That Nero Qe/ar was the Jirft 

** Rosnan, from the Beginnmg of the World, who hadheeu 

*\froclasmed Vi&or in tins Contefi, Afterwards came the 

** Emperor himfelf, in a triumphal Chariot (the very fame 

*' which Auguftus had made ufe of in his Triumphs for the 

** many glorious Vidlorious he had gained) in a Robe of 

" Purple [6], embroidered with Stars of Gold, crowned with 

^* the Olympick Oli've, and holding the Pythian Laurel in 

** his Handy and with him rode the Harper Diodorus. In 

*f this Manner, attended by the Soldiers, the Roman 

(5] Suet, in Nero, [^] Ibid, 

Knights, 
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** Kmghtsy and the Sumtt^ he proceeded Arbngh d^ 
*' G'mir[7] (an Arch ofwhkh he had canfed to be de- 
'* moliihed] and the Forum up to die d^ttoi^ and fitmi 
•* thence to the PaAkt [8] and the Timpk of j^mSV: ditf 
*' whole City in the mean Time lighting np Ltutfim 
'* itches f wearing Crttxms tm^ lUUma, and burliingir- 
** cenftlg] s while all the Multitude, and the Sgmatmm 
*' porticiilar, tried out [i] Oiw, Ofymfick Camporor! Chut 
*^ Pjthkm Cmtfuenr! Augi^s t Aagajhuf Ttf Nef9 Htr- 
«• €uks! To Nero Jfollof How Jhtgular [2] xx'^fy Ghry! 
** The onfy otto, wlw bath fajjfed throtigb tbg nvhok Grtk tf 
" Gofires, ami eame of viaorious in them ail! 7he cnfy on 
^*from tho Bt^tmng of the World! Ai^m, Amguftm! 
" ^wV^ [3] DMm! Hafff mn tixy thai har thee! k 
" many Places as he pailed along there were FtOtm-flm : 
" the Streets were feveral Times ftrewed with [4] SafioHf 
«* and Birdf, Rthhonsy and CoaftHiont were caft into thctaii 
«* After thefe Things he appointed Gjoriot-JUces iir Ac 
•" Qrcus, whither he bronghSC all the Crontm that he had 
«* gained [5], and placed them round the ^gypikm 

[7] Suet. inNeio. [gj Ibid, [9] Aid. 

[i] So it b in the Original, a Word of Exclamation, importing, as 
tppcars frotti this PalTage, the fame as Huzza in Engli/h, 

\%] The Word in the OrigiBtl is ni/jw/ev/itnf, which Mnn6t be ren- 
dered into EngUJb but by a Periphrafis. 

[3] Alluding to the Viftory he obtained in the Mufical and Poetical 
Contefts in the jPyr/t/Vn Games. 

[4] Suet, in Nero. Ingifiaqut Ave^, Lmnifci et BeHaria, 

I5J Dio CaiT. in Nero. 

VOhiliJk, 
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^' Ohelijk. Thefc were in Number One thoufand Eight 
" hundred and Eight." 

That it may not be imagined, that the greatefl Part of 
the Circumfiances attending this magnificent Proceffion 
were peculiar to Nero^ as Emperor of the World, I (hall 
make it appear from feveral Infiances, that Nero was in 
all Probability governed, as to the Ceremonial of thig 
triumtihal Entry ^ by what was done on the like Occafions 
by his Brother Confuerors of Greece. He furpafled them 
undoubtedly in Splendour and Magnificence. He had 
the Wealth of the Roman Empire, the triumphal Chariot of 
AuguftuSy the Pratonan Bandsy the Knights and Senators of 
Romef for his Attendants ; and the Metropolis of all the 
World for the Theatre of his Pomp, 
, That it was cuftomary for ^efacred Conquerors to make 
their Entry through a Breach in the Walls, is evident not 
enly from the above-cited Paflage of Z>m Q^. but from 
another in the Sympojiacks of Pbitarcb [6], where a Rea- 
fon is affigned for that Cuflom, wk» That a City, <wiich is 
inhabited by Men, who are able to/ght and conquer, hath Hi- 
tk Occafim for Walls , 

Vitrwuius informs us [7], that the Conquerors in the 
Sacred Games, *viz. the Otympick, Pythian, Ifihndan, and 
Nemean, were accuilomed to make their Entries in Chariots 
drawnhyfour Uor/es; ztid Diodorus Sic. [8], fpeaking of 
Ex^enetus oi Agrigentum, who in the 92^ O^gmpiad came off 
yi^rious^ in the Olympick Games, fays, he entered Agri-^ 

[6] Se« «lfo Suet. \h Nero. [7] Lib, ix. init. \%\ Lib. xiiL 

gentum 
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gentum in a Chariot drawn by four Horfesy attended by a 
great Multitude of his Fellow-Citizens ; among whom 
were three hundred mounted in fo many dfoHots, drawn 
each by a Pair of white Horfes. 

That the Olympick Conquerors wore embroiJend GarMOih, 
may be colle6led from a PaiTage in Ludan [9] ; though 
it is not fo clear what Colour the Ground of thofe Gar- 
ments was of: Faber [i] thinks they were at firft of one 
Colour, either White or Purphy and that they were not 
work'd or embroidered 'till about the Time of Lucim, 
But as Neroy in the Ca'vakade above-defcribed, (eems to 
have been governed in every Particular by the Pradliceof 
the Greeks on the like Occaiion> and as we find him diefled 
in a PurpUy or Scarlet Robey embroidered nmtb Stars o/Golif 
we may very faWy conclude that a Purpky or Scarlet Rtii 
embroideredy though perhaps not in the fame Pattern ma 
with fo rich Materials, was the triumphal Habit of an 
Qlympick Conqueror, before the Times of Ludan, 

Though the Degree of Servility and Adulation, to 
which the Romans were at this Time arrived, may be ftip- 
pofed to have, carried them to fome Excefs in the Ho- 
nours paid by the whole City of Rome to Nero at his 7W- 
umphal Entry ; fuch as burning Incenfcy faying ViBimsy 
freeing the Streets t/jith Saffron, (sfc, as he pafTed along : 
Honours which might well be thought due to him, whom 
the Senators in their Acclamations dignified, and as it 
were deifed, by the Titles of Hercules and Jpollo ; and of 

[9] Xn VitaDemonac. [i] A^cn. L, ii. c. ix. 

which 
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which I cannot find aAy Infbmces among the Gmks: yet 
the Guilom of canying lighted Lamfs^ or Torcba^ before 
^efaered ConpurtrSf is mentioned by Chrgfoftmi [2] 1 and 
that of the whole City's wearing Crowns and RiUem, is 
(hewn by Pa/cimliM H], to have obtained ttniverfaU/y 
among the Gmh in particular, upon all Occafions of 
pablick Feftivity, among which are to be reckoned thefe 
triun^bal Entries of the fiuted Conpierors, In the fame 
Author likewife we may learn, that it was nioal to caft 
upon the CanfneroTi as he pafs'd along,- Herisf Leaveig 
Fkwersj ChapktSi and Ribbons^ or Fillets (rauia^) which 
two laft, <zifff. CbapUts and RihhnSf were fbmetimes pre^ 
fented to them on thefe Occafions by their private and 
particvlar Friends^ 

We have feen above, that Nero's Qrvalcade proceeded 
firft to the Capitoh uid then to the Temfk of Apollo i 
where, doubtlefs, he offered Sacrifices to Jnpiter^ the 
Patron of the Ofyn^ci, and to JfoUo, the Patron of the 
Pjthian Games, And in this I think it highly probable 
(thongh I cannot at prefent fupport my Opinion by any 
pofitive Authorities) that he imitated the /acred Conjurors 
of Greece; whofe triumphal Cavalcades I cannot help con- 
fidcring z%. religious Proc^ffimuy ending with Sacrifices of 
'[hankjg^ng^ either to the Tutelary Deity of the Place, or 
to the Patron of thofe Gamesy in which they had gained 
the Victory, and perhaps to both. If we look upon them 

[2] Apod Fab. Agon. L. ii. c. lo. [3] Dt Corona, L. U. c. i z^ 
L. vi. c. at. 

Vol. II. N in 
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in this Light, and remember at the famie Time that thef 
Country of the Qmqtteror fhared with him in the Glory ac- 
cruing from his ViOery^ we ihall be the lefi furprized aC 
£ndijig thefe ^riwnfhi accompanied wkh To much Solem-' 
nity and Pomp. They were indeed pnblick Feftivalfi, a 
which the whole State was concerned ; though I fnppoTe 
the Magnificence, with which they were cdebnted, bore 
always fome Proportion to the Wealth and Di|;iuty of 
the Conquerors themfelves or of their Friends, or to that 
Degree of Eftimation in which they fiood >nth didr 
Fellow-Citizens. To one or other of theie at leaft thef 
were indebted for thofe Odgs which were written par- 
pofely for them, fet to Mufick, and fimg by a ChGrm[^k 
either during the Proceflion or in the Temples of 4^ 
Deities, or at the fvmpttious Entertainments made oft 
thefe Occafions either by the Conquerors or their FiiflJfc 
If neither the Conqueror nor his Friends were able or iwH* 
ing to procure a particular Ode in honour of his VidofjTi 
he was obliged to content himfelf with that made by 
Jrchilochids^ Or perhaps with a Part of it j as I have be- 
fore obfei-ved in the Account, which hath already b^** 
given of this Ode from the SchoUafi of Pindar, 

How fumptuous thefe Entertainments (called by *^ 
Greeks vixi^vpiat, /. e. Teafts of Viaory) fomedmes W^^ 
and with, how much Emulation the Friends of the (^^ 

I4J Inftances of what I here advance relating to the fcveral Pl^ 
tvh^re thefe Odes were fung, fhall be given in roy Notes oa the Odc^. ^ 

f«3^ 
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^tteror contended wi^ each other for the Honour of en- 
tertaining him, may be coUefted from the following Story 
told by Pitttarch in the Life of Phocton : Phocus^ the Son 
of that great Man, having obtained a Vidlory in the 
Pamahenean Gamesy and being invited by feveril of his 
Friends to accept of an Entertainment on that Occafioii^ 
Phocton at length ended the Difpute by f ifdiing upon one, 
to whom he thought that Preference was due. But when 
he came to the Feaft, and faw the extravagant Prepa- 
rations that were made for it, and among other Things 
large Veflels filled with Wine and Spices fet before the 
Guefls when they came in, to wafh their Feet, he faid to 
his Son, PhocuSf wohy don t you make your Friend dejtft from 
ifionouring your Vi&ory ? 

I Ihall finilh this Account of the puhlick Entries of the 

Qonquerorsy with obferving, that as among the Remans 

every Viftory did not entitle a General to the Honour of 

\^riumphy fo neither among the Greeks did ia Vidory in 

any Games (of which the Number in Greece cannot eafily 

be reckoned) entitle the Conqueror to the Honour of a 

ttthlick Entry. This Privilege was confined to a few only, 

^nd at firft probably to thofe only which were called fa- 

Oft/, namely, the Olympick, PytJnany Jfthrnian, and Ne- 

9nean, The Number of thefe Games (from this Privilege 

blamed Ifelaftici Agones y i. e. G^wfi entitling the Conqueror 

to- a triumphal Entty) feems to have been afterwards en- 

Cteaftd by the Authority of the Roman Emperors [5]; 

* [«;} .Sw.F/iiiy's Epiftlc to J'rajufi, De JfelaOlcis, with tlic Emperor's 

N 2 vvho. 
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who, befides that Privilege, annexed others to them of 
the fame kind with thofe anciently, and perhaps onff- 
nally, appropriated by the Gruis to the FoMrJacruiGmmu 
What thefe were I ihall now proceed to ihew. 

The moft confiderable of thefe was the Stifemd, otSs- 
iary\ tJlottcd to the /acred Conquerors by their re^^edive 
Cities, which became due, according to the Regnlatioa 
made by Tr«/«v, from the Time of their paUick £iiC7> 
and was continued to them for the Remainder of thdr 
Lives. It appears indeed by Plh^^s Letter to that Em- 
peror, that the Confuerors demanded their Salaries fima 
the Time of their gaining the Vi6lory ; and perhaps dicy 
founded their Demand upon the ancient Prance of die 
Greeks. What their Stipends or Salaries amounted to at 
their firfl Inflitution is no where faid ; but they ieem to 
have increafed in proportion as the Fondnefs, or Madnefi 
rather, of the Grecians for xko^t /acred Conquerors increafed, 
*till there was Reafon to apprehend that they might be- 
come burthcnfome to the Publick, either from their Ex- 
cefs, or firom the Number of thofe, who w^ entided ta 
them. To put a final Stop to this growing Evil, among 
his own People at leaft, Solon [6], the great Lcgiilator of 
the Athemansy made a Law, by which he limited the an- 
nual Allowance of an Olympick Conqueror to five hundred 
Drachma^ or fixteen Pounds two Shillings and eleven 
Pence [7] ; that of an Ifthmian Conqueror to one hundred 
Drachma only, or three" Pounds four Shillings and feven. 

{6j Lacrt. A Plut. in Soloae. [7] See Arbvth. Tables. 

Pence: 
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Pence ; and Co of the others in proportion ; which by the 
way fhews the great Preference given to the Olympick 
Crotvn, 

In Sfarta indeed^ from whence Lfcw^gus had bani(hed 
Gold and Silver, there was no pecuniary Reward allotted 
to thefe Conquerors y nor any publick Allowance of Pro- 
vifions, as there was in all the other States of Qrua^ and 
even at Athens ^ *till it was either changed by Solon into 
Money, or rated by him at the Sams above-mentioned. 
The Government of Sfarta was calculated for a military 
People only, and indeed was properer for a Camp than a 
City ; the Rewards were of the fame kind, rather ho* 
nourable than lucrative. What that was, which was 
conferred upon zfacred Conqueror ^ and how highly it was 
valued by thofe enthuiiaftick Lovers of military Glory, 
w31 appear by the Anfwer of a Spartan [8], who at the 
Olympick Games having been tempted by the Offer of a 
large Sum of Money either to decline the Contdl, or 
jrield the Vidtory, refiifed it 1 and being queftioned, after 
he had with much Difficulty fubdued his Adverfary, what 
lie ihould gain by that Vidory ? anfwered with a Smile« 
I Jhall have the Honour of being tofted before my King in. 
Battle. 

It ought not to be concluded from what has been faid, 

that the Olympick Olf'ue was lefs valued at Sparta than at 

. jithens or any other of the Greek Cities. Lycurgus, th^ 

JLawgiver of Sparta^ is by fome Authors faid to have 

p] Plu^ in Lycurgo, 

N I joined 
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joined with IpUtus in reftoring the Olympid Games ; which 
Account, if true, puts this Matter out of all Queffion ; 
and if falfe, could never have gained Credit, had the 
Spartans treated the Oljmfick OU<vi with Contempt. Ad4 
to this, that in the Lift of Ofympick Conqturmrs are to be 
found the Names of feveral Spartahs ; and in Paufiudas an 
Account of many Statues eredked dXOfyfi^a in honour of 
^eir Vidories *, but we may learn what Opinion the 
Spartans in general entertained of the Glory of an O^ 
^ck Vidlory, by this Saying of a Spartan Woman [9], 
who, while fhe was engaged in a publick Proceflioii, 
hearing that a Vi6lory had been obtained over the Ene- 
mies of Spartay and being told at the fame Time that her 
Son was dead of the Wounds he had received in the Bat* 
tie, inflead qf pulling the Chaplet from her Head, and 
ihcwing any Signs of Grief, gloried in the News, an4 
faid to her Companion, How f/mcb more honourable is it 
for him thus to die in Battle^ than to li^ve and gain an Olym^ 
pick Cro^-wftf as if fhe had faid, An Olympic^ FiSotyvt 
cileemed the highefl Honour, but I think it more glori- 
. ous for my Son to die in Battle fighting for his Country., 
And indeed fhe gave the Preference where it was due. 

Another Reward conferred upon the /acred Conquerors 
was, the Honour of the Jirji Seat at all publick Spe^* 
cles. This Prerogative is mentioned in a Poem writtea 
by XenophaneSi and quoted by Athenaus ; in which alio, 
bcfides an AIl(m'ancc, of Pro^'ijtons, Notice is taken of a 

[9] Plut. in Apophth Lac, 

Pre. 
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?nfiitt [i] nja4e to them by the Pablick, to ferve as a 
Monument of their iGlory. What thefe Prefents were is 
]K)t faid j it is probable they were different in different 
Places. In Comehas Nefos [zj we read of Cr<yvtms of Gold 
given at Jtbens to the Olyn^ick Conquerors: perhaps a 
Cronun of Gold was the ufual Prefent of that City, the Var 
lue of which was limited by the Law of Solon above- 
mentioned; for that Law may as well be underilood xq 
relate to the Prefents as to the yearly Allowance of Pro*- 
vifions made to the /acred Conquerors: and it is evident 
from the Words of Xenvphanes, cited by Athenaus^ that 
4hey were entitled to both. 

The laft Privilege granted to the facred Conquerors, 
which was an Immunity from allCiifilOj^ces, feems tp have 
been owing to the Rofnan Emperors i who not only prc; 
fcrved to them their ancient Rights, but added others 
from Time to Time : among thefe was the Exemption juj^ 
mentioned, of which I can find no Traces among the an- 
cient Greeks, Neither was this . Exemption granted to all 
the facred Conquerors, but to thofe only who had gained 
Three Vidories ; as appears from the following Refcript 
of the Emperors Diocletian and Maximian : Athletis it a 
demumyfiper onmem atatem certafjenty coronis quoque non minus 
trihus certamims facriy in quibus 'vel femel RomtCy feu anti^ 
fiig Gracia merito coronati, non iemdis corruptis ac redemfiis 
frohentUTy ci'Vilium fnunerwn tribui folet n)acatio. This Re- 



[i] De-pnl L, x. c 2. 5 ^wgov, c 01 xH(A.}i\tn i7ri* 


[2] In Al- 
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ferifi is as it woe the Tex^ whidi gtve occafion to the 
long and letrned Wofk of ?ttrm fJhtt^ ViartikFnrp 
wMedAg^m/Umti which, as Monf. SMnM [)] oUcrvei 
(whofe Words I have here tranfltted) may wdl pa& ftr 
an ample CommtMi i^n a Law ccfaceiYed in fo few 
Woids. 

Theie are all tiie Honoors and Privilqjes, as far at I 
can find, to wUck die.^KfWGMpirirx were cntided eid^ 
hy the Laws or Cnfioms of thidr rd|iedive Cbontries. 
To diefe indeed were fi>metimes added Stmhut, or od^r 
MtmrnmUs of Gloiy, hfiriftwu, and even Jltan, upon 
which Sacrifices were ofiered to them as to HmuQt 
Dmi^G^dt: of which laft three Inftances are recorded in 
Hiftorjr. Tht6AwuPhiSf6f(>9imm;MnOfymfieiCQai^ 
queror, and the moft beantifbll Man of his Hmei Mr 
whom the Egiflans after his Deadi ereded nniermdtMlfit 
tuimiMt, and offered Sacrifices $ though according to Ifr- 
fwbiuj [4], who relates this Stoiy» he (eems to have owed 
thefe extraordinary Honours rather to his Beau/jf than to 
}ds Ofyfi^Jt Fiaofj. 

The fecond is Euiiymus ofLocris, an JtbJ^e hmomhr 
his Strength, and for having always come ofiFviQorioiia 
in the Cfftus at Ofyn^^ without being ever vanqnifhed. 
To this Conqueror were erected two Statues, one at £t- 
mi, the other at Ofymfia, which were both ftradc with 
Lightening in one and the fame Day. To him hisk 
Countrymen the Lfcriam, in Obedience to the Commai^da 

[3] 3 Mem. for let Athletes. [4] Terpf, C« 4y« 

of 
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of an Oracle, oiFered Sacrifices not only after his Death, 
tut even while he was yet alive : in all which Story, (ays 
'Pliny [5] thie Naturalifty who relates it, nothing appean 
to mp fo wonderfull, as the Gods having vouchia^ to 
appoint thefe Sacrifices. 

Theagenes of the Ifland of Thafus was the third of thefe 
Heroes y or Demi-Gods ; of whofe Actions and Vidories, 
amounting in all to fourteen hundred, as alfo of his Dei- 
f cation i Femfamas £6] recounts many Wonders, with which 
I fhall not trouble the Reader. It is fufEcient for my 
prefent Purpofe to obferve fiom that Author, that he was 
, wor/hipped after his Death, not by the Tbafieau only, hot 
by many other People as well Greeks as Barbarians ; who 
fet up Images of him in many Places, and afcribed to 
them the miraculous Power of healing aH Manner of 
' Difeafes. 

As thefe Honours were in themfetves veiy extraor« 
binary, fo were they very uncommon ; and feem, if well 
confidered, to have arifen radier from fome peculiar Cir* 
cumftance or Incident, which either the Superfiition of 
the People, or the Artifice of thofe who managed the 
Oracles, denominated miraculous, than from any Opinion 
commonly entertained, that divine Honours were really 
due to the Merit of thefe admired Conquerors, They were 
indeed all of them treated with great Reverence and 
Diitindion, fet above all other Mortals, and almoft equal- 
led (0 the Gods, as Horace intimates in thefe Words : 

[5] Lib.i. c, 47, [6] Lib.vi, c. tr. 
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And liddi thefe Honotirs and Rewards, I dare fay: 
t)e dionght, they kad more than fuf&cient Reafon 
conteoted. 



SECTION xvn. 
Of the Utility of the Olympick Games. 

HAVING in the preceding Sedions given d 
and fulleft Account, that I have been able .4 
le^ of the origiaal Rftahlifhmcnt, the Laws, Ord^i 
QeGOttomy of the O^M^i Games, together witkf 
vera! Hotmfrs, PrMl^u, and Riwards conferred J9§ 
facred Conquerors in their refpedif e Countries, I fk 
this endeavour to point out fome of the principal 
laments, accruing to the . whole Grecian Name fitN 
great Political Infiitution ; which under the Titl( 
Sandioh of a Religious fefiivaly attained to fuch a £ 
of Reverence and£fteem, as enabled it to fubiifi: al 
thoa£ind Years $ a Duration exceeding that of any 
910ft famous Empires and Conmionwealfehs of the a 
World. If during this long Term, the Grecians d 
aj^tear to have availed themfelves of all the Advai 
offered to them by the Law^ and Conftitution 
Ohfm^ck Games y it cannot from hence be concluded) 
no fuch Advantages wer^ either originally indud 
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that Ltftitutiony or could afterwards have been grafted dH 
it : fince the Greciansy though they feldom wanted a fof. 
^ient Number of Lawgivers axid Philoibphers^ whoie 
Sagacity enabled them to difcover^ as their Virtoo 
prompted them to purfue whatever might conduce to the 
publick Good, paid but little Deference to the Politickf 
of thofe fage Counfellorsy and generally kept their Au 
tention fixed upon the particular Views^ which the i&» 
parate Interefts of the feveral littl« States^ into which 
they were divided, or the Fadions, which rent thoie little 
States into different Parties, fuggeded; and by which 
they were either fo blinded as not to fee, or ib disjointed 
as never unanimouily to concur in following thoie wife 
Schemes, which tended to unite them all in one great 
9ody> under one common Name. Such apparently was 
the Tendency of that Law of the Olympick Games, which 
excluded all who were not Greciofis, from contending in 
them ; as of that other alfo, which enjoined a Ceilation 
of Hoftilities among all thofe States of Greece, which 
happened to be at War with each other, under the Penalty 
of Jbeing refufed the Liberty of performing their Sacri- 
fices to Jt^ifer at Ofymfia, upon that his folemn Feflhtal. 
Of the Wifdom and Policy of thefe Laws the Grecians, 
indeed, feem to have been fo little feniible, as to have 
drawn 6rom them fcarce any of thofe great Advantages, 
which they were calculated to produce; though they ea- 
gerly and univerfally laid hold of fome far lefs impor- 
tant^ fuggefled to them by other Parts of this Inftitution. 

Thefe 
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Thefe were the Gynma/Hek and Equeftrian Games ; to the 
Conquerors in which the Ohfn^k OH*oe being ofiered as an 
honorary Reward, foon, kindled among the feveral States 
of Greece fach an Emulation and Ardour to excell in all 
the various Exerdfes, of which they confifted, that there 
was icarce a Town of any Note, either in Greece itfclf, or 
in the Colonies of Greek Extradtion fettled along the 
Coafb of Afia and Africa^ in the loman and JSgean Iflands, 
in Sicih^y liafy, and many other Parts of Europe, in which 
there was not a Gymfofitm, or School of Exerci/e main- 
tained at the publick Expence, with a View of training op 
their Youth in a Manner that beft fuited, as they imagined, 
to make them ufefiill to their Country. Neither were 
they withheld from concurring with this Part of the great 
Political Infiitution of the Oiympici Games by the pardaf 
Confiderations above-mentioned, ariiing from thediflerent 
and inconiiftent Views and Interefts of the feveral States, 
into which Greece was divided ; fince, though the Citizens 
of every Grecian State were equally admitted to contend, 
if duely qualified, for the Olympick Qvwn, yet was every 
State left at Liberty to purfue its own particular Schemes, 
whether of Ambition or Security, notwithflanding the 
temporary Obedience which they all agreed to pay to the 
Olytnpick Laws, during the Celebration of that Fejihjat. 
And therefore, as by training up their Youth in the Gym^ 
vaftick Exercifcs^ the feveral States of Gr^^« perceived they 
were able to qualify their Citizens for obtaining the Ofym* 
pick 0/i've, upon which they came by Degrees to fet a 

great. 
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jpeat, and perhaps too great a Value, and render tken 
at the fame Time ferviceable to the Commonwealth in 
thofe Wars, whether offenfive or defenfive, in which 
every State, either from its Strength or Weaknefs, was al- 
moft perpetually engaged: it is no Wonder that tho 
Gymnafiick Exercifes were fo cultivated and enconrafed 
by the Gredam ; and came to be efteemed by them at 
the principal Fart of the Ofyn^ick Jnfiitution. In which 
Light I fhall now confider them, and begin thofe Ob* 
ienrations, which I here propofe to make, on the UtiHtf 
rfthe Ofymfici Games, by ihewing what Advantages die 
GreeAs in general derived from the Gynmallick Exenifa^ 
To this purpofe I fhall prefent the Reader with a Tnm* 
flation of a Dialogue of Lucian^ in which this Subjed is 
ftUy treated, under the Charader of Solon the great Legi- 
JUitor of i^e Athenia/Ut and one of the mod renowned of 
the Grecian Sages, Who Anacharfis, the other InterlocaUor 
In this Dialogue, was, and for what Purpofes he came 
into Greece, will appear fix)m the Dialogue itfelf ; which 
I chufe to give oitire, though it contain feme Matters not 
firidly relative to the Point in Queftion, becaufe thofe 
Matters, I am perfuaded, will afford the Reader boti\ 
Entertainment and Inflrudtion, The Scene is laid in 
Athensy in a Gymnafium, or School of Exercife ; an exaft. 
Plan and Defcription of which, from Vitru^ius^ may- be 
feen in Mercurialis de Arte Gymnaflicay but which b too 
long to be here inferted. It may be fufficient to obferve, 
that thefc Gymnajmms, or Schools of Exercife, were very 

ipacious 
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^MCKMu Buildings of a fqnare or oblong FoMi, fimonnd^ 
od on the Ontfide with POitiooesy snd containing on dke 
Infidc a large open Aiea for the Exerdfes^ cnccdnpflfid 
likewife with Porticoef, covered Flares fef Exercifeiii 
bad Weather, Baths, Chambers ibr 03, Sand, (fc, i 
BtmSum^ and Grores of Trees, with fevetal Seats and 
Benches up and down ; all contrived for the Fleafind 
and G>nven]etoce of thofe who freqnented' iheiny eithef 
on account of exercifing themfelves, feeing the Bxerdfik 
«tf others, or hearing die Rhetoricians, PhSofbphers, and 
other Men of Learning, who here read dieir Leditfes, 
held their Dictations, and recited their fevttal Pcf- 
ibnnances whether in Frofc or Verfe. 
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Of Gymnaftick Exercifes. 

A DIALOGUE, tranflated 

From the Greek of L U C I A N. 

S L o N and An A c H A R s I s. 

Ana. T^ELL me, Solotiy what thofe young Fellows 
4^ are about, who are grappled and locked 
together in that Manner, and endeavouring to trip up one 
another; and thofe others, who roll and tumble in the 
Mud like fo many Hogs, and fqueeze and throttle each 
other 'till they are almofl fbangled. But juil now I iaw 
them ftrip, anoint and rub one another by Turns, vciy 
peaceably and like good Friends ; when all on a fuddeoy 
and without any Offence taken as I could perceive, thqr 
fell together by the Ears, threw their Heads in each 
others Faces, and butted like two Rams ; and now one 
of them, as you fee, has lifted his Antagonifl off hit 
Legs, ^daihed him. upon the Ground, and falling upon 
Jiim, will not fuffer him to rife ; but on the contraiy* 
drives him deeper into the Mud, and twifling his Lcgi 
:J>out his Middle, and fettmg his Elbow in his Throat, 
iccms determined to fuffocate him ; while the poorWretcli 
at the fame Time fbikes him gently on the Shoulder, 

begging 
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begging Quarter^ as I fuppoTe, and befeeching him not 
to ckoak him in good earneft. Neither can I ohiervc» 
that they are in the leaft (hy of dirtihg theinMvesy nb^ 
withfianding their being rubbed all over with Oil : and 
indeed they Px)n hide it with Mud ; by th« Hdp of 
which, and a pretty deal of Sweat, they become fo flip- 
peiy, that I cannot forbear laughing to fee them Aiding 
like Eels out of one anothers Hands. Yonder too are 
others, doing the fame Thing in the open Air, with this 
Dil&rence, that inftead of Mud they arc covered over 
with Sand, which they dig up and caft upon one an- 
other, while each Teems to receive it very willingly ; and 
indeed, like a Parcel of Cocks and Hens, they (pread 
and throw it carefully all over their Bodies, in order, is 
I fnppofe, to prevent their efcaping fo eafily out of each 
others Embraces ; while the Sand, by diminifhing and 
drying up the Lubricity occafioned by the Oil, gives 
each of them a f*rmer and better Hold upon his Adver- 
fary. And now being fufficiently fanded over, they fall 
to it with Hand and Foot, without either of them endea- 
vouring to throw down his Antagonift. And one of 
them fcems to be fpitting out all his Teetli, with a whole 
Monthfull of Sand and Blood, occafioned by a terrible 
Blow which he has juft now received upon the Jaws. 
Neither does that Magiftrate [i] there part them, or put 
;m End to the Battle ( for I take him to be fome Ma- 
gifirate or other, by his being cloathcd in Purple) on the 

[l] ThQ Cyr:::a/:^rcJ\, QT Prcfjdcnt of t)ie Cyrrriafum. 

contrary. 
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cbtitraryi he encourages them to proceed, and pfufes 
that Fellow who flmck the other on the Month. In 
other Places too I fee others, who are in the fame Man* 
jier covered oVer with Sand> and who ipring up as if they 
were running, and yet they remain upon the fame Spot, 
and then leap Up all together, and kick about their 
Heels in the Air. Now I would Bun know to what 
Furpofe they do all this ; for to me it appears fo likc^ 
Madnefs, that no one ihall eaiily convince me, that they 
who do this are not befide themfelves. Sokn. No 

Wonder, Anacbarfisy that thefe Things appear fbange to 
you* coniidering thi^y are foreign, and totally different 
fiom the Manners of tibe Scythians i who on their part 
Kave undoubtedly many Cuiloms, that would in like Man- 
ner to a Grecian Spe6bitor feem as ridiculous and abfurd 
as thefe do to you* But fatisfy yourfelf, my Friend, there 
is nothing of Madnefs in what you fee i neither do thofe 
young Fellows fhike, tumble in the Mud, and cover one 
another over with Sand, from a quarrelfome and abuiiv^ 
Spirit.' Thefe Things have their Utility and Pleafure> 
and give, befides, no finall Strength and Vigour to our 
Bodies. And I quefHon not, if you continue any Time 
in Grace, as I fuppofe you intend to do, but you willr 
ihortly make one among thofe dirty Fellows, that are 
fineared all over with Mud and Sand ; fo pleafant and fo 
profitable will the Thing appear to you. Jna, Far 
from it, Solon f You may keep your Pleafure and your 
Profit to yourielvcs j for if any of you was to put me into 
Vol. U. O ^^^^ 
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ruch a Pickle, he fhould know that I do not wear a 
Sword to no PurpoTe. Bat tell me^ what Name do y(Hi 
give to thefe Things, or what muft we fay thefe FeUfiws 
are doing ? Solon. This Place, Jnacbarfis^ is by ai 

called a GjmHafiwn, and is dedicated to ^ZAi iheLjfdmii 
whofe Image yon there fee leaning upon a Column, and 
holding his Bow in his Left Hand, whUe his Right Hand 
bent up over his Head, feems to denote Wearinds and 
Repofe after long Labour and Fatigue. And as ibr the 
Exerdfesy that are performed in this Place, that which it 
pradUfed yonder in the Mud is called the Pali, or Wr^- 
Ungt as is that alfo in which thofe young Fellows in the 
Sand are now engaged % but they whom you fee ftandtng 
upright, and beating and buffeting one another, axe 
named PancraHafts, Beiides thefe Exercifes, we heve 
many more of the like Nature ; as the Exercifes of the 
Cajiusy of the ^^V, and Leaping. Of thefe conM onr 
Gamesy in which whoever comes off Conqueror, is deemed 
the befl Man> and obtains the Prize. Aia, Pny* 
what may thofe Prizes be? Solon, In the Ofynfiik 
Games, B, Crown made of the Branches of a ^'A/Oimri 
in the Ifihmian, of the Branches of the Pine Tree ; in the 
Neman, o£ Par/ley ; in the Pythian, of Laurel [2] i and 

[2] In the Original it is w9o7 h fM\a rSv U^mt ti Bcif* Bat as 
the Learned are not agreed upon the Meaning of f4.ii>a in this and other 
Paflages, and as a Crown of Laurel^ in Pindar and other Attthora, it 
given to the Conquerors in the Pythian Games, I chofe to fttbftitute 
that infiead of traoilating th« above-writteo Words. 

with 



THE OLYMPICK GAMES, an 

With us, in osxx Panatheiuean Gamesy a Jar of Oily made 
from the Olivi confecrated to Minerva. What do you 
laugh at, Anacharjis ? Is it becaufe you think thefe Prizes 
trifling and ridiculous ? Ana, Oh, by no means, 

Zokn. On the contrary^ you have reckoned Op a Parcel 
of magnificent Fri«gs ; fuch as give their Donors good 
Reafon to value themfelves upon their Liberality ; and 
iiich as are extremely worth all the Pains and Labours 
that People undergo to obtain them. ^ohm. But, my 
good Friend, we do not fmgly regard the Prizes them- 
felves, but confider them as Tokens atid.£niigns of the 
Fiaoryi the Glory attending upon which is of tlie utmoft 
Value to the Conquerors, For this, all thofe who feek for 
Honour from their Toils, think it glorious to be kicked 
and cuffed, fmce without Trouble it is not to be obtained : 
on the contrary he, who would attain to it, muft prcvioufly 
undergo many Hardfhips and DifHculties, and expe^l 
from his Labours only an Event fo delightfull and advan- 
tageous. Ana, What you call advantageous and de- 
lightfull, Solon, is for thefe Conquerors to be cro^wned in the 
View of all the World, and to be praifed for their Vido- 
ries, who jufl before were the Objefts of Pity and Com- 
panion on account of their Wounds and Bruifes : and yet 
it feems they think themfelves happy, if in Return for all 
their Labours they can get a Branch of Laurel or a little 
Parjley, Solon, I tell you, Anacharjis ^ you are ftill ig- 
norant of our Cuftoms : but in a little while you will 
have another Opinion of them ; when you ^^^ to our 

O z great 



Circumftance of all, that they do not fuflbr thefe In 
in the Sight of a few People only, but in the Prefei 
fiich a Number of Spe^tors, fo many Witne£es oi 
Shame ; who undoubtedly muA eileem them very h 
when they fee them fbeaming with Bloody, or i 
ifarangled by their jfntagomfis, for fuch is the Felidt 
attends tibcfe Viftories. But I muft tell you^ So/on 
amongft us Scythtansy if any Man (bikes another^ t 
him down, or tears his Garment,. he would be grie 
fined by the Elders, though the Injury was done 
Prefencc of but a few Witnc/Tes ; and not before 3 
Multitude of People as, you fay,, come together 
Jfihman and Ohfmfiek Games. F^r my part, I caanc 
pitying the Combatants for what they undergo, and 
dering at the Spectators, who, you tell me, come 
ther from all Parts to thefe Fefti'uals, negledHng thi 
ceflary [Bufmefs, and keeping holiday upon no b 
Pretence than this. Neither can I conceive what 
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iirhat paflb there would inifarud you, diat it k not with- 
oat good Reaibn that we concern ourfelves fo ferionily 
'With thefe Matters. For it is not in the Power of Lan- 
guage to give you fo fbong a Relifli of the Pleafure 
arifing from Jthefe Spe&acles, as if, feated there in die 
middle of the SpeAators, yon yourfelf beheld the Courage 
of the Combatants^ the Beauty of their Bodies, their fur- 
prizing Health and Vigour, their admirable Skill, their 
indefadgable Strength, their Boldnefa, their Ardour and 
Emulation, their unconquerable Refolution, and un- 
wearied ApplicadoB and Solicitude to obtain the Vidory. 
I am certain you would Jiever ceafe praiiing, and applaud- 
ing, and clapping. Jm. And laughing, andhoodng 
too, Solofiy I can afibre you. For all thofe 'fine Things 
that you juil now reckoned up, their Courage, their Vi- 
gour, their Beauty, and their Refoludon, I fee all thrown 
■away for nothing; not to refcue their Country from 
2>anger, their Lands from Pillage, or their Friends and 
Families from £apdvity and Oppreilion« The braver 
:dierefbre, and the better thefe Fellows are, the more ridi- 
culous they to fufler fuch Thii^s, and endure fo much to 
ao Purpoie ; to difgrace and foil with Sand, and Knobs^ 
and Swellings, the Comelinefs and large PropcMtion of 
Aeir Bodies, that they may^be Maflefs of a Bit of Laurel 
and Wild OMve, fix 1 never can forget diofe fame noble 
Prizes. JBut tell me, are thefe Prizes given to aU the 
XimBataHts? Solon. By no means they can fall to 
die Shaie of. but one amongft them all. dna. They 

O 3 tsto 
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take all thcfc Pains then, So&fi^ upon an uncertain and 
doubtful Profpcfl of Viftory, knowing that there can be 
but one Conqueror, and many conquered ; who, poor 
Wretches, muft have nothing for their Labour but 
Wounds and Bruifes. Solon. You feem, Anacharju, to 
have no Idea of a well-conflituted Government, or you 
would not have thus turned into Ridicule fome of our beft 
and wifeil Cuftoms. But if ever you come to confider 
how a Commonwealth is to be framed, and how her Ci« 
tizens are to be ordered for the beft, you will then approve 
of thefe Exercifes, and the Emulation wherewith we en- 
deavour to excell in them; and will nnderftand diat 
there is much Profit mingled with thefe Labours, though 
now you think them ufelefs and impertinent. Ana, In* 
deed, Solmy for no odier Reafon did I come fh)m Stydnm 
to Greece^ traveriing fuch a Traft of Country, and paffing 
over the broad and ftormy Euxine, but to be infhndled in 
the Laws of the Greeks ; to obfervc their Manners, and 
Hudy the beft Forms of Government. For the fame Rea- 
fon, among all the Jthemans, and all other Strangers^ 
have I felefted you for a Friend, out of regard to the Re- 
putation I had heard of your having compofed a Set of 
Laws, invented the beft Rules of Life, and introduced 
among your Citizens wholefom Difciplines and Regu- 
lations ; and framed indeed the whole Syftem of their 
Commonwealth. Wherefore you cannot have (o gftat 
an Inclination to inftru£^ and take me for your Difciple, 
a^ I fhall have Pleafere in iittbg by you, even hungry 

and 
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and thirfty as I am, and hearing you difcourfe as long as 
you can hold out, upon Laws and Government. Solon, 
li Is no eafy Matter, my Friend, to go through all in a 
Ihort Time ; but you (hail be inftruf^ed, by Degrees, in 
ibme Particulars, concerning the Worihip of the Gods, 
the Duty to our Parents, die Laws of Marriage, Vc. 
And as to what relates to our Youth, and the Manner in 
which they are ordered, as foon as they begin to under- 
fland what is right, are growing towards Men, and can 
endure Labour and Fatigue, all this will I now explain 
to you, that you may underftand for what Purpofe theib 
Bxercifes have been prefcribed to them ; and wherefore 
we oblige them to inure themfelves to Toil, not with a 
View to the Games only, that they may obtain the Prizes ^ 
ibr to them btit few out of many can attain, but that they 
may by thefe means be enabled to acquire for themfelves 
and their Country a much greater Good. There is a Con- 
tefi^ Anacharfisy of another kind, and of much more ge- 
neral Concern, in which all good Citizens ihould be en- 
gaged ; and a Cronrni, not made up of OHve^ Pine, of 
Parfifff but comprehending theHappinefs and Welfare of 
Mankind ; as Liberty, private andpublick. Wealth, Ho- 
nour, the Obfervadon and Enjoyment of the holy FefU- 
▼als of our Country, and the Safety and Security of our 
Friends and Kindred ; in a Word, all thofe BleiBngs that 
we aik of Heaven. All thefe Things are interwoven in 
6iis Crown, and are the Refult of the Contefi I (peak of; 
and to which thefe Exerdfes and thefe Labours are net a 

O 4 little 
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litde conducive. Ana. Are not you then, Zokn^ % 
firange Man, when you had fuch Prixts as thefe, to tell 
me of Launl^ and Parjky, and Branches of WUdOUvet^ 
and Pine TrasF S$l(m. Neither will thefe Prixis$ 

Anacharjisy appear trifling to you, when you have heard 
what I have to ixf ; fince they arife from the fame Prin« 
ciple, and axe only leiTer Parts of diat^yv«r<r Cantift^ and 
that Carvwuy that beatifick Qww I fpoke of. But my 
Difcourfe, I know not how, has over-leaped all Medio^i 
and led me tp mention thofe Things firfi, which ar^ 
tranfaded in the IftbmUm, the Ofj/mfick, and the Nmitm • 
Comes, But however, as we are both at leifnrei and yoiii 
as you fay, are defirous of hearing, we may eafily nm 
back to the Beginning, to that great fubUck Cmufi ^ Ar 
the Sake of which, I nuuntain, all thefe Things were on* 
finally infUtuted, Ana, Better do fo, Solm ; befidea 
the Difcourfe will run hSxx off when reduced to Method, 
And perhaps I may be perfuaded in a little Time nottp 
laugh, when I fee a Man valuing himfelf upon his OBv§ 
or ParJUy Crown, But if you pleafe, let us go into that 
Jhady Place, and iit down upon thofq Benches, that we may 
not be troubled with the Noife of thofe who are hollow- 
ing to the Combatant^, BeMes, I muft confeis that I 
cannot very well bear this hot fcorching Sun, darting ip 
diredtly on my bare Head ; for I thought it advifeable to 
leave my Bonnet behind, that I might not appear to be a 
Foreigner by my Drefs. It is now alfo the Seafon of ti|e 
Year/iQ which that hott^ft of ConfteUations, by you 

call^ 
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ptjled tke Dog-Star y fets every fThbg on fire, and makes 

the Air itfelf dry and parching ; efpecially when the Sua 

fpll South, and diredly over our Heads, darts upon ut 

his intolerable Beams : wherefore^ I am furprized to fep 

fhat you, who are now in Years, neither fweat with Heat 

as I do, nor feem at all diihirbed at it, nor look about for 

a fliady Place to get under ; but on the contrary, with 

great Eafe and Contentment receive the Sun. Soiut^ 

Thefe unprofitable Toils, Jnacharfi, thefe continual RoU 

^gs in the M^d^ and thefe Hardihips and Labours tha( 

ire endure in the open Air and in the Sand^ ferve to arm 

and fortify us againfl the Darts of the Sun ; and make us 

want no Bonnet to keep his Beams from our Heads ; but 

}et us go. In this Converfadon, however, you muft not 

look upon all I fay as Law, and fo reft fatisfied with it ; 

|>nt whenever you fhall think me wrong, contradiiE): me 

imd fet me right : in which Cafe I fhall not fail of at« 

taining one of thefe two Things, either thoroughly to 

convince you, or by your Objedions to be myfelf made 

jenfible of my own Errors. Upon which Occafion the 

whole City oi Jthens will not fail to acknowledge her 

Obligations to you, (ince in infhii£ling me you fhall per- 

^ve you oblige her ; from whon^ I fhall fecrete nothing, 

Ibnt throwing aU into the publick Stock, wfll fay to the 

Peo|de, Ye MeaH>{ Jthens^ I indeed gave you Laws, fuch 

as I believed would be mof): ferviceable to the State ; 

but this Stranger here, pointing to you, Anacharfis^ this 

icftbtoHt who is a wife Man, hath over-thrown all my 

Knowledge^ 
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Knowledge, and hath taught me better Do£faines and 
better Inflitutions : wherefore let him be recorded ai a 
Benefadlor to your State, and let his Statue in Brafs be 
eredlcd near the Image of Mtner^va^ among thofe Heroes 
from whom our Athenian Tribes derive their Names. 
And afTure yourfelf, that the Athenians will never be 
afhamed to learn, even from a Foreigner and l Scftbian^ 
what (hall be expedient for them. Ana. This is what 
I have always heard, that you Athenians were much p- 
ven to Irony. For how fhouki I, a Wanderer, who have 
always lived in Waggons, perpetually moving from Place 
to Place, who never dwelt in any City, nor ever faw one 
till now, how ihould I be able to difcourfe upon Gorrem- 
ment, and teach a People, as old as the Earth they live 
on, and who for thefe many Ages have inhabited tiiit 
moil ancient City, under good and wholcfome Laws f 
Much lefs can I inilruft thee, Solony who from the very 
Beginning, as they fay, have applied yourfelf to that moil 
ufefuU Science, of knowing how a State may be bcft ad- 
miniftered, and what Laws are fitteft to render it flourifh- 
ing and happy. But however, I will obey your Orders 
as a Legiflator, and contradidl you where I fhall think 
you miftaken, that I myfelf may be more thoroughly in- 
formed . Btt fee, we are now got out of the "Sun into Ae 
Shade, and here, upon thefe cold Stones Jwe may fit very 
pleafantly and with great Conveniency. Now begin 
your Difcourfe, and tell me how, even from Childhood, 
you manage and exercife your Youth, fo as out of this 

Mud 
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Mud and thefe Labours they come forth good and valiant 
Men ; as alio how this fame Sand, and thefe TttnAlings 
and Rollings J can conduce to make them virtuous; for this 
is what I have all along principally wanted to know. 
For the other Matters, you fhall teach me as Occafion 
oilers. But pray remember, SoIoh, that you are talking 
to a Foretgner ; by which I mean, that your Arguments 
muft be neither intricate nor long ; for if they run into 
any length, I am afraid I fhall not remember the Begin- 
ning. Solon. You YO\xr(t\U -^fiacharfis^ will be better 
able to judge when I become obfcure, or wander idly 
and unpro£tably from my Subjed ; in either of which 
Cafes you have full Liberty to interrupt me, to put in 
vhat you pleafe, and to cut me ihort. But if I fhoot 
neither beyond nor befide . the Mark, you will have no 
Reafon to objed to the Length of my Difcourfe. This 
is the conftant Pradtice of the Court of 'the Areopagus^ 
which takes Cognizance of capital Caufes. For when 
the Judges are fitting on the Hill oi Mars upon any Trial, 
relating to Murther, wilful! maiming, or fetting fire to an 
Houfe, the Parties have Leave to plead, and fpeak by 
Toms, both the Plaintiff and the Defendant themfelves, 
or Orators whom they hire to plead for them. And 
i^e they fpeak to the Purpofe, the Court, fuffers and 
heairs them patiently. But if any one pretends to make 
a kmg Preamble to his Speech, with a View of inclining 
the Judges to his Caufe ; or attempts to raife Compaffion 
cr aggravate Matters from any CircumiUnce foreign to 

the 
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the Poiiit m QodBon (a Pnidke very fieqnent among 
yoQtlifiill Oiafeon) the Ciyer goiiig to him» filences him 
ibithwiiht not fiifferiiig him to trifle with the Coint, or 
invohre the Ciuie in Words i that the Judges may havt 
nothing befofe them hot the plain and naked Faft. hi 
like Manner, Ammdmrju^ I conftitote yon my Jndge vpa 
this Occalion; agreeably therefore to the Fndice of a^ 
ownCwrf, gire me a patient heaiingy or« if yon find ak 
playing the Orator upon yon, command me Silence. Ai 
long as I keep ftridly to my Subjed, there sidll be ao 
harm, if I draw oot my Difconrie into (bme Length, bt 
we aie not now converfing in the Son, that yon need be 
imeafy fhonld I be a little tedious. This Shade is diick; 
and we are entirely at leifiire. Awa. What yon ok- 
fenre, Zokm^ is very r^ht, andl am mnch obUgod to )fO« 
^r your (hort Digreflion, by which yoa have ^t ^^\t&^ 
me with the Pradice ^ iSor Areopaffu \ a Pradice trodf 
admirable, and becoming upright Judges who purpofe to 
£tve Judgment according to Truth. But now to the 
other Matters : and fince you have confiitated me a 
Judgi^t I ihall in hearing yon obferve the Method follow- 
ed by that Court, Solon. It is neceiTaiy in the M 
Place for you to hear, in a few Words, what we undeiv 
fiand by a City and Citizens. By a City then we do not 
mean the Buildings, the Walls, the Temples, and the 
Harbours ; all thefe we look upon as a kind of Body, 
Hable and immoveable, fitted for the JReception of the 
Inhabitants, in whom, as the animating Soul, we place 

the 
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t&e whole Power and Authority of fulfilling, ordering, 
commanding, and preferving every Thing. Upon diis 
Perfndion we take care, as you fee, of the Body of the 
City, to render it within as beautiful as may be, by adorn- 
ia^ it with Buildings ; and to fecure it,* as much as pof- 
fible, horn without by Walls and Ran^arts. But our 
Arft and princ^al Concern is how to make oar Citizens 
virtuous in Mind and ftrong in Body ; for fnch Men are 
moft likely to live decently and orderly together in Time 
^ Peace, and in War to guard the City,, and preferve it 
free and happy. The Care of them in'tfaeir Infancy is 
left to their Mothers, their Nurfes and Tutors ; with Di» 
ke^ons to bring them up and inftrud them in all the Parts 
of a liberal and ingenuous Education. But as foon as- 
Aey come to undexftand what is right and commendable,^ 
when a Senfe of Shame^ Baihfulnefs, Diffidence, and a 
Love of Virtue,, begins to fpring in their Minds j and 
when their Bodies are become fufficient to endure Toil 
«ad Labour, their Joints and Members compad, and 
more firmly knit together, they are then taken and in- 
Aru^ed as to their Minds in other Branches of Learning, 
and taught in another Manner to accufiom their Bodies 
to Hardfhips and Fatigues. For we ase by no means of 
Opinion, that it is fufficient for us to be, either in Mind 
er Body,, thofe Things only that Nature made us. Either 
Fart of u» ftands in need of Difcipline and Inftrudion, by 
means of which the Good that is in us may be rendered 
much better,, and the Bad amended and redrefled. An 

Example 
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Example of our Proceeding may be taken from the 
conilant Pradice of GardeneiSy who, while the Planti 
are low and tender, cover and fence them roaad, to keep 
them from being injured by the Winds ; but when their 
Stems grow large and ^rong, they prune away their Su* 
perfluities, and expofe them to be (haken and agitated by 
the Winds, in order to render them the more froitfull. 
To roufe land exercife their Minds we begin with teach- 
ing them Miifick and Arithmeticky to form their Letters in 
Writing, and in Reading to pronounce them clearly and 
exadUy. As they advance, we rehearfe to them the Say- 
ings of wife Men, the Adtions of former Times, and 
other ufefidl Leilbns, drefled out in Metre, that they may 
the better retain them in their Memories. By this meani 
hearing perpetually of brave and virtuous A£lions, they 
are incited by Degrees, and provoked to a Defire of 
imitating them, that their Names in like Manner may be 
fung and admired by Pofterity. In which kind of Poetiy 
we have many Pieces written by HcJlod^xA Homer. When 
they now draw towards an Age fit to be admitted into 
publick Offices, and it becomes expedient for them to 
think of concerning therofelveS'With the Affairs of Go- 
vernment — But thefe Matters perhaps are foreign to my 
Purpofe, which was to explain the Intention of the Bodily 
Exercifes, in which we think proper to employ them, and 
not thofe of the Mind; wherefore I impofc Silence upon 
myfelf, without waiting for the Cryer, or the Orders of 
you my JuJgt ; who out of Civility and Refpcd, as I 

fuppofc, 
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fuppofe, fufier me to go on prating thus idly abo^t Mat- 
ters nothing to the Purpofe. Ana, Tell me, ^olon^ 
hath the Court o£ itit Jreofagus found out no proper Pu- 
niflunent for thofe who pafs over in Silence fuch Things 
that art moft neceiTary to be known ? So/on, 1 cannot 
guefs.why you afk me that Queflion. Jna. Becauie, 
omitting to acquaint me with the particulars relating to 
the Mind^ which I efleem the moil excellent and the beft 
worth heaiingy you are going to relate Matters of much 
lefs Importance^ Bodily Toils, and Gymnaftick Exercifa. 
Solon, Calling to mind, Anackarfis, what was faid at 
the Beginning of this Converfaiton, I was not willing to 
wander from my Subjefl, left by faying too much I fhould 
perplex your Memory ; but, if you think proper, I will 
run over.thefe Matters in as few Words as poflible; 
leaving a more exadi Difquifition of them to another Op- 
portunity. In order therefore to give their Minds a pro- 
per Tone and Harmony, we inftrud them in our Laws » 
which being written in a large and fair Character, are 
publickly expofed to the Perufal of every one, who from ' 
their Ordinances may learn what is to be done, and what 
to be avoided. Wc then introduce them into the Socie- 
ties of good and worthy Men (fuch as we call Sophifts 
and Pbikfipbers) from whofe Converfation they learn to 
ipeak pertinently and properly, to a£l fairly and juftiy, to 
live together like Fellow-Citizens, to attempt no mif- 
becoming Adtion, to purfue what is commendable, and to 
refrain from all kinds of Violence. Beiides all this, we 
Z tarry 
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carry them for their Inftruftion into the pubUck TheatK^J 
where in the Fables, both of Tragedies and Comet&es, ar^ 
fet before them the Virtues and Vices of former Times; 
that they may avoid the one and emulate the other. To 
our Comtek Writers we allow the Liberty of ridiculing 
and abufmg fuch Citizens, as they know to be goilty of 
any bafe or unworthy Adtion. And this we do as well 
for their own Sakes, who by fuch kind of Reprimands 
may be made better, as for the many, who may be warn- 
ed by their means to avoid the Cenfure due to the like 
Offences. Jna, I have feen thofe fame T'ragedtoMS 

and Comedians^ as you call them, SoloHy thofe Fellows with 
heavy, high-heePd Bujkins^ and Robes all over laced with 
Gold ; who wore moft ridiculous VtTMrs^ with monflroas 
gaping Mouths, within which they make a moft horrid 
Bellowing, and flrut about in thofe odd kind of Shoes, I 
can't imagine how, mthout falling : this, if I miftake 
not, was at the Time, when you celebrated the Fefli*vat 
of Bacchus, Your Comedians were fhorter, not mounted 
up fo high, and more like men ; neither did they roar (b 
loud : but their Vizors were more ridiculous, and fet the 
whole Theatre a laughing. Whereas when thofe other 
tall Fellows appeared, the Audience liftened to them with 
mofl difmal Faces, pitying them, as I fuppofe, for drag- 
ging after them thofe monftrous Shackles. Solon, It 
was not the Adors, good Anacharjis, whom they com- 
miferated ; the Poet in all likelihood had fet before them 
fome old melancholy Story, and put into the Mouths of 

his 
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Ills TrageMans fome doleful! Speeches, by which all tlio 
Aadience was moved to Tears. You obferved, perhaps 
It the fame Time, fome People playing upon Flutes, and 
^lers ftanding in a Circle^ and Singing ; which Mufick 
and Songs, Anacharfisy are by no means ufelefs ; for all 
thefe Things tend equally to whet and animate the Minds 
of our young Men, and make them better. As to our 
Manner of exercifing their Bodies, which you feemed 
defirous of knowing, it is this : As foon as their Bodies 
artt become a little compad and firm, we flrip them 
naked, and accuftom them in the firfl place to the open 
Aify familiarizing them with all Seafons, that they may 
neither grow uneafy or impatient with Heatj nor fhrink 
and yield Co the Extremity of Cold : After this we anoint 
and mollify them with OiU to render them more fupple ; 
it being, in pur Opinions, ridiculous to imagine that our 
Bodies^ whUe they yet partake of Life, (hould receive no 
Benefit from the Oil, when Leather, that is nothing but a 
dead Hide, by being rubbed and foftened with it, be- 
comes more tough and durable. On the oth;:i jiand, 
contriving various kinds of Exercifesy and appointing Ma- 
ftcrs in each of them, we caufe our young Men to learn, 
fome of them the Exercile of the Caftus, others th-'t of the 
Pancratium f that they may be accufiomed to enc »re Pain 
and Toil ; to brave a Blow, and not turn their B •r!:*' for 
fear of being wounded : whence there arife two very ..on- 
fiderable Advantages, for in the firft place our Youth by 
tbefe means become more intrepid' and bold in Danger, 
Vol. II. P JUid 
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and lefs careful! of their Perfons ; and are in die next 
place rendered more healthy and vigorous. Thofe, who 
are inftrufted in the Exercife of WrtfiUngy learn fron^ 
thence to fall without any Hurt» to rife nimbly, to pnfflr 
and grapple with their Adverfaries, to twill and torn 
them, tofqueeze them 'tillthey are almoft ftrangled> and 
lift them from the Ground. Qualities, that without 
doubt have their Ufes ; the chief of which is, that their 
Bodies thus kept in continual Exercife become more re* 
buft and lefs liable to be injured. The fecond Advan- 
tage, and that no inconfiderable one, is, that being per-^ 
fedl and expert in thefe Matters, they will not be at a 
Lofs, (hould they ever have Occafion to make oTe of. 
them in War. For it is evident that fuch a Man, if W 
be grappled with his Enemy, will by his Skill in trip- 
ping more readily throw him down ; or if he be fallen 
himfelf, will know how to rife again with great Eafe and 
Celerity. For all thefe Exercifes, Anacharjisj are eftablifh* 
cd with a final View to that Contefty which is decided by 
the Sword ; fince through their means we flatter ourfelves 
that wc fhall be fupplied with better Soldiers, efpecially 
as by foftening their naked Bodies, and inuring them to 
Labour, we not only make them healthier and fbonger« 
but lighter alfo, and more lithefome to themfelves, though 
heavier at the fame Time and more unwieldy to their 
Antagonifts, You guefs by this Time, I don't queftion» 
what Sort of Fellows they are like to prove in Anns» 
who even naked are wont to firike a Terror into their 

Enemiei;^ 
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Enemies; whofe Bodies are neither overloaded with 
Fleih, pallid and unaftive, nor meagre, white, and livid, 
like thofe of Women, almoft putrificd by being kept al- 
ways from the Air, (hivering, apt with the leaft Motion 
to run dewh with Sweat, and panting beneath the Burthen 
of an Helmet, efpecially if the Sun fhine hot, as he doet 
at prefent, fivm the South. Fine Soldiers thefe for 
Service, who can neither endure Drought nor DuHf; 
whom the Sight of Blood throws into Diforder ; and who 
die away with Fear before they come within the Reach 
of a Spear, or feel the Sword of the Enemy ! whereas 
om* tawny. Sun-burnt, hard-favoured Youth, that feem 
foil of Spirit, vital Heat, ind manly Vigour, have their 
Bodies in fuch proper Order, as on the one hand to be 
neither dry nor (hrivelled, nor too ihifFed or heavy on 
the other; but keeping them within due Limits they 
Waile away, by fweating, all fuperfluous and ufelefs Flefh, 
and ftrenuoufly preferve, without the Mixture of any Un- 
foundnefs, whatever conduces to render them fb-ong and 
aftive. For thefe Exercifes operate upon our Bodies like 
a Winnowing-Fan upon Corn i blowing away the Chaff 
and Straw, and feparating, cleaning, and heaping up the 
Grain; the Confcquence of which is, that they become 
healthy, and able to go through a great deal of Labour 
and Fatigue. Befides, that fuch a one is a long lime 
c*er he begin to fweat, and is feldom or never faint. 
For, to return once more to our Compnrifon of the Com, 
let any one take Fire and cafl it into (he Grain, and into 
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the Chaff and Straw, I dare by the latter would take i 
much the fooneft ; while the former woald ksndk b^ 
Degrees neither producing any great Flame nor 1 
up at once, but burning ilowly and at Bottom^ would 1 
a confiderable Time before it was all confnmed : fiidi ; 
ConAitution of Body, in like Manner attacked by 
Toil or Sickncd, would not be foon sJMbtd by it, 
eafily fubdued : the inward Part) being all toumi and in 
good Condition, and the outward fo well fortified agamft. 
all Attacks of that kind, as not eafily to receitre any In- 
jnry from the AHanlts either of Cold or of the Son bbii* 
felf A nd as to their enduring Fatigue, a conflaat Stream 
of inward Warmth, coUedted zt it were kmg bdbir^ 
and kept in Re{erve againft a neceflary Occafion, fiirmihe» 
them with a plendfnil Supply of Spirit and Vigomv wni 
renders them almofl indefatigable : for their having pre^ 
viouf]/ ir.urcd themfclves to Toil and Labour, increali» 
iriAe&d cf diminifhing their Strength ; which by beii^ 
agitated, condantly grows the fader. Befides all this, we 
exercifc our Youth in Rumang^ accufloming them not only 
to hold out through a long Courfe, btit to perform it with 
the utinoil Expedition ; for which Purpofe we endeaTom* 
to make them light and nimble. Neither are thefe Rous 
performed upon hard or folid Ground, but in a deep 
Sand, which Hiding away and yielding perpetually to the 
Tte^d, allows them no fure Footing, either to rife upon 
their feet or to (tt them down firmly. They are exer- 
cifcd alfo in leaping over a Trench perhaps, or whatever 
z happens 
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Imppens to be in their Way ; in performing of which, 
they fill their Hands with great Pieces of Lead: after tliis 
they contend with each- other mDarting^ and trying who 
,ihall cafl has Spear the fartheil. You faw lying in the 
Cynmafmm a Lump of Brafs^ circular and not unlike a 
Adall Shield, but without a Handle or Thong. Yott 
tried to take it up, and found it very weighty, and dif- 
■ficnlt to be laid hold of by reafon of its Smoothnefs ; 
diis they tofs into the Air, and try who (hall throw it to 
the greateft Diflance, and furpafs the reft of his Compe- 
titors ; and this Exercife not only fbengthens the Shoul- 
ders, but gives a Spring and Vigour even to the extreme 
Parts. Now as to the Mud and S^dy wiiich at firfl ap- 
peared to you fo mighty ridiculous, you ihall hear. Ana- 
.(barfisy wherefore they are fpread in the Place of Exer- 
.cife. The firft Reafon is, that the Competitors may fall 
foft and without Danger ; who might hurt themfelves by 
fdling upon hard Ground. The next is, to promote 
that Slipperinefs occaiioned by a Mixture of Mud and 
^weat, which made you liken them to Eels, and which 
is neither ufelefs nor ridiculous, but exceedingly condu- 
cive, on the contrary, to render them ftrong and vigorous. 
For under thefe Circumilances they are necefTitated to 
-take a faft and firm Hold of one another, to prevent their 
flipping away ; and you muft by no means think it an 
eafy Matter to lift from the Ground a Man who is all 
over Oil, and Mud, and Sweat, by the Help of which 
•he. is conftantly endeavouring to fall and glide aw&y fi'om 
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your Embraces. All thefe Things, as I faid before, are 
of ufe in War ; whether it be neceflary to take up ipcedi- 
\y and bear out of the Battle a wounded Friend, or ieize 
upon an Enemy and cany him pIF in your Anns ; {or 
this Reafon the Exercifes we propofe to them, are always 
carried to an Excefs ; that, having been accuAomed to 
harder Things, they may perform eafier Matters with Icfi 
Difficulty. The Sand we make ufe of for a quite dif- 
ferent Purpofe, namely, to take away the Slipperinefi 
occafioned by the O//; for as in the Muitkcy are pra£tifed 
to hold fail an Adverfary, afiifled by the Lubridty of his 
Body to efcape i in the Sofu/ihey learn to get away, even 
when they are fo ftrongly ^d fo firmly held, du|t one 
would think it almoft impofiib}e to break loofe. We re- 
ceive alfo this farth^ Benefit from the Saudi for being 
thrown over our Bodies when they are in a Sweat, it not 
only prevents iinmoderate Peripiration, and by that 
means enables us to hold out the longer, but keeps us alfii 
from being injured by the Winds blowing upon us while 
our Pores are open ; befides, it carries away with it all 
kind of Filth, and renders the Body more fleek ^nd (hin- 
ing. And indeed I ihould be glad tp fet before you one 
of your white-ikin'd Fellows, that has always lived on* 
der Cover, and any one of thefe, who have been bred 
here in the Gymnajtum, wafhing off his M^dxid Satui^ and 
afk you which of the t>\o you would wiih to refemUe. 
I am confident you would chufe at firft Sight, without 
piaking any Experiment of the Deeds of either; you 

would 
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^wonld chafe, I fay, without a Monient*s Hefitation, that 
.compad and well-ordered Frame of Body, rather than 
diat other delicate Complexion, foftened and melting al- 
iHioft with Luxury and Cockering, and looking white, as 
well from the Scarcity of Blood, as from its retiring all 
.to the inward Parts. 

Theie, Afmcbarfisy are the Excrcifes in which we edu- 
iCate our Youth, and by the means of which we hope to 
.make them ftrenuous Defenders of their Country ; under 
whofe Protedtion we ourfelves may live in Liberty, get 
the better of our Enemies if they attack us, and become 
ib formidable to our Neighbours round, that they may all 
fland in awe of us, and the greateft Part of them pay ub 
Tribute. In Peace too we doubt not but to find them 
the better for our Inffarudions ; neither inclined to emu- 
late one another in bafe and (hamefull Actions, nor 
through the Want of Employment turning themfelves to 
Riot and Debauch : thefe Exerdfes affording them con- 
tinual Occupation, and filling up all the Vacancies both 
of their Thoughts and Time. And in this, Anacharjisy 
.confifts the publick Good and Happinefs of a State, to 
Jiave its Youth perpetually bufying themfelves in ufefull 
and commendable Employments, fo as to be equally fit- 
ted and prepared either for Peace or War. Am, 
Therefore, Bolm^ when your Enemies come to attack 
you, imearing yourfelves over with Oil and Sand, you 
inarch forth in that Manner to afTault them with your 
Fifts ; and moft certainly they have great Reafon to be 
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afraid and run away, left, as they ftand gaping, yon may 
chance to fill their Mouths with Satti/i or jumping round 
them you may get upon their Backs, and then twifting 
your Legs about their Bellies, choke them with placing 
your Elbows upon th^ir Throats underneath their Helmets. 
And fuppofing they fhould, as they will undoubtedly, at* 
tack you with their Bows and Spears, thofe Weapons can 
have no more EfFedi upon you, than upon fo many Statues, 
becaufc of your being fo burnt and hardened in the Sun, 
and fo abounding with Blood. For being neither Chaff 
nor Straw, you will not be fpon fufceptible of a Wound ; 
;ind if you fhould, after a coniiderable Time and with 
much Difficulty, bp wopnded, it muft be a deep and grie- 
vous Gafh indeed, that draws a little, and but a little 
Blood upon you. This, I think, is what you Cay, unleft 
I entirely miflake your Argument. Or perhaps qpo|i 
fuch an Opcafion, you will arm yourfelyes witji all the 
Equipage of your Tragedians and Come4iam j and, if you 
go forth to Battle, pi^t on their grinning lUad-PieceSy to 
make yourfelves terrible to your Enemies, and fcapp 
them with your frightfull Faces. And pray don't forget 
thofe fame high-heeled Bujkins, which will prove very 
light for you, fhould you have Occafion to run away. 
Or if you are in Purfuit of the Enemy, it will be impof- 
fible for them to efcape you, coming after them with fuch 
mighty Strides. Confider then, Solorty whether all thef^ 
pretty Things be not trifling Amufements, fit only for fuc]l 
young Fellows as love Idlenefs, and have notjiing better 

^9 
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10 do. To be really free and happy, you ftand in need 
of other kinds of Schools, and of the only true Exercife, 
ifaat of Arms. Neither miiil this Contefl be carried on in 
Sport with one another, but with an Enemy, where Dan- 
fja may teach you Courage. Wherefore laying afide 
your O// and Samfy inftrudl your young Men in the Ma- 
nagement of their Bows and Javelins : not putting into 
their Hands fuch light Darts, as are to be carried away 
with every Puff of Wind ; but a weighty Spear, that 
whizzes as it flies, or a Stone that is as much as they can 
lift; and a Sword, a Target on their left Arms, a Breaft- 
plate, and a Helmet. As you now are, your Safety 
feems to me owing to the Favour of fome God, who has 
iaved you hitherto ^m periihing by the Attack of a few 
light- armed Soldiers. Should I now draw the little 
Sword that I carry here at my Girdle, and fingly fall 
^pon all your young Fellows there, I leave you to gucfs 
whether I could not make myfelf Mailer of the Gym- 
nafium^ merely by fhouting, while they would all fcamper 
away, not one of them daring to look upon a naked 
Sword ; and I in the mean Time fhould die with laugh* 
ing, to fee them creeping round the Statues, hiding be- 
Jiind the Pillars, weeping and trembling. Their Bodies 
would not then appear fo ruddy as you fee them at pre- 
fent, but turn pale, and take a Tindture from their Fear. 
Such are the Effedls of your profound Peace, that you 
cannot iland the Sight even of the Plume of an hoflile 
Helmet. ^ohn* TheTiraaanij^fUichar/tSyyfliO headed 

by 
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by Eumolpus made War upon us» and thofe Amasumm 
Horfe of yours, who under the Condud of Hippo&ta it* 
racked our City, and all thofe other People who hive 
tried us in the Field, never /poke of vs in diis Manner: 
neither, my good Friend, ought yoa to have imagined 
that we go out unarmed to Battle, beeaofe our Yonth 
perform their Exercifes naked, in which as fomi •• they 
are perfed we teach them the Management of their 
Arms ; uid they handle them, I can aflure jrou, not * 
whit the worfe for having learnt the other. j§na. And 
"where, I pray you, is the School in which yon teach die 
Exercife of Arms ? for I have feen nothing like it in the 
City, though 1 have been all over it. SoIm, Bat if 
you continue among us for any Time, Atuicharfis, jtm 
will find that every Man is well fumifhed with Arm^f 
which we make ufe of when there is Occaiion, as weQ 
Helmets as Caparifons and Horfes, and Horfemen too$ 
almoft one fourth Part of the Citizens confifting of Horfe- 
men. Though we think it needlefs in Time of Peace 
always to carry Arms and wear a Sword. On the coa- 
trary, whoever is difcovered with Arms, either in the City 
or in the Affemblies of the People, is liable to be fined* 
You Scythians indeed are to be excufed for going always 
armed, confidering that you not only dwell in an open 
XJountry, in which you are perpetually expofed to fuddeft 
Invafions and Surprizes, but are conflantly at War with 
one another. An Enemy, before you are aware, may 
fell upon you in your Sleep, drag you out of your Wag- 
gons, 
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Ipmsy and cut your Throats. Thus your mutual Diilruft 
of one another, and your not living together under any 
ceitain Laws or Government, makes it neceflary for you 
always to cany Anns, that they may always be in a Rea- 
dinefs to defend you in cafe of an Attack. Am, You 
dcffn it therefore, ^ohn^ quite needlefs to wear a Sword 
wl^en there is no Occaiion, and are for faving your Arms 
left they fliould be Spoiled by handling; for which Rea- 
ibo you lay them up carefully 'till you want to ufe them : 
and yet, without being compelled to it by any urgent 
Aeafon, you exerdfe and batter the Bodies of your young 
Men, exhauft them with continual Sweatings, and pro- 
digally ponr into the Dirt and Zand that Strength, which 
you ought to hufband and referve againft a neceflary Oc- 
pifion. ZaUm, You feem, ^ff^/^oj;^, to confider bodily 
Strength in the fame Light as you do Wine, or Water, or 
any other Liquid ; and to be afraid, left in the Agitation 
of thefe Exercifes, it ihould leak out ef the Vefiel imper- 
ceptibly, and leave us nothing but a hollow, dry, and 
empty Body. But the Cafe is quite otherwife : the more 
you draw it off in Exercifes, the ^er it flows in; ac- 
cording to the Fable of the Hydra (if you have ever heard 
it) who in the room of one Head that had been cut ofi> 
had always two others immediately fprouting^ up. A 
Body indeed never inured by Labour, nor bracad by 
Xxereife, and that has not a fufficient Strength ofiCon- 
ftitudon, would quickly be impaired and deftroyed by 
Toil* Between which and the former there is the fame 
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DHFcrencc as between a Fire and a Lamp i the former 
is kindled and increafed, and fet into a Blaze, by ^ 
fame Blail of Wind by which the latter, for want of be- 
ing fuftained by a due Supply of Fuel, is foon extin- 
guifhed. Ana. I do not rightly uaderfiand yoo, S9lm ; 
your Arguments are too fubtle, and require a more acco- 
rate Attention, and a (harper Penetration than I am Ma- 
iler of. But this I would fain know, what is the Reafon 
that in the Olympicky Ifthmauy Pythian, and your other 
Gamsy at which, you tell me, tjiere is always a great 
Concourfe of People to fee the Youth perform their Ericr- 
£ifes, you never have a Combat of armed Men ; but bring 
them there naked, for the Spedators to fee them kicked 
and cuffed about, and then to 'the Conqueror you give % 
Branch of Laurel or Wild OU've, The Reafon why yoa 
do this is certainly worth knowing. Solon, We imagine, 
Anacharfisy that they will apply themfelves with more Ea- 
^ernefs to their Gymnaftick Exerdfesy if they fee thofe who 
cxcell in them honoured upon thefe Occaiions, and pro- 
claimed Conquerors in the Prefence of all Greece. For the 
fame Reafon, as they appear there naked, they take care 
that they may not be difgrr.ced, to have their Bodies in 
good Order, and to render themfelves in all RefpedU 
worthy of the FiSiory: neither are the Prizes, as I faid be- 
fore, mean and trifling : To be applauded by all the 
Speftators, to be diflingui^hcd and pointed out, as a Man 
that has proved himfelf the beft among all the Youth hift 
Rivals, is furely no inconfiderable Reward. Hence alfb 

many 



THE OLYMPICK GAMES. 237 
aumy of the Speflators^ who are of an Age proper for 
theie Exercifesy and whofe Hearts are not a little animated 
with thefe Things, return home enamoured of Toil and 
Virtue. And indeed^ AnacharJtSy if you take out of hu- 
man Life the Love of Glory, what Virtue can a Man 
exped to findf or who will be fond of performing any 
fplendid Adion I And now you may be able to form fome 
Judgment to yourfelf, what fort of Men they are like to 
prove in Arms, and fighting for their Country, their 
Wivcsj their Children, and their Gods, who for the Sake 
of an OUm or a Laurel Crown contend even naked with 
ib much Eagemefs for the Vidlory. What would you 
fly, if you beheld the Battles of our ^uai/y, and our 
Fighting Coch, and the no fmall Eameilnefs with which 
we attend to them. You would laugh moll afluredly, 
eijpecially when you were informed, that we do this in 
Obedience to a Law, by which all our Youth are ordered 
to be prefeat, and to view thefe little Birds maintaining 
the Battle to their latefl Gafp. Neither is it ridiculous, 
confidering that in the mean while there deals imper- 
ceptibly into our Hearts a certain Promptitude to face 
Danger, that we may not ihew ourfelves lefs generous 
and lefs intrepid than Cocks, and yield the Vidory 
through an Inability to bear Wounds, and Toil, and 
Hardfhips. But far be it from us to make Trial of our 
Youth in Arms, and fee them wounding one another ! 
for, befides that it is barbarous and favage, it would be 
TCiy^ill Husbandry indeed to malFacre thus in Sport, our. 
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beft Men, whofe Valour might better be employed agaifill 
an Enemy. But fince yon tell me, Anacharfii^ that yoa 
intend to travel over all Greece, remember when you come 
to Laceditmoti, not to laugh at the Spattdm, nor condtxl^ 
that they are labooring in vain, when you behold theni 
in the Theatre fighting and banging one another for s 
Bal/, or in a Place encompafled on all Sides with Water, 
dividing themfdves into two Battalions and attacking each 
other naked, *till either the Troops of Heradet or thofe of 
Lycurgus (for fo thofe two Battalions are called) drive the 
other out of the Inclofure, or force them into the Water* 
After which there is Peace between them, and no MaA 
flrikes a Blow. But more particularly have a Care of 
laughing, when you fee the Children whipt at the Altar^ 
and flreaming down with Blood, their Fathers and their 
Mothers being prefent all the while, and, indead of 
grieving at fuch a Sight, urging their Children with 
Threats to bear the Lafties, befeeching them to hdld out 
as long as poflible againfl the Pain, and endure their Mi 
feries with Courage. And indeed many have died under 
the Trial, difdaining to give out in the Prefence of their 
Relations while they had any Life left, and to fhew any 
Weaknefs for their Bodies. And in Honour of thefe 
have the Spartans ereded Statues at the publick Charge. 
Wherefore, when you fee all this, conclude not that 
they are mad, nor fay that without any Neceffity they 
torment themfelves, not compelled to it either by a tyran- 
nical Mailer or an Enemy, h^curgusy their Lepflator^ 
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€0uld without doubt have given many good Reafons, why 
he cfaofe to afHi6t them in this Manner, having no In- 
tentions^ either as an Enemy or out of Ill-will, to waftc 
snd confume their Youth. His Defign on the contrary 
was to render thofe, upon whom was to depend the Safety 
of their Country, as hardy and brave as poffible, and fu- 
perior to all kinds of Evil. And certainly you yourfelf 
may well imagine^ without being told it by Lycurgusy that 
ftich a Spartan^ if he fhould happen to be taken by the 
Enemy in War^ would never, for the Apprehenfion of the 
Lafh, divulge the Secrets of his Country ; but fmiling 
would endure the Torture^ and ftrive with the Execu- 
tioner which fhould be firil tired. Jna, Pray, Solotiy 
was Lycurgus himfelf fcourged in his younger Days, or 
did he produce thefe pretty youthfull Inventions of his at 
an Age, that excluded him from undergoing them him- 
lelf ? Solon, He framed his Laws in his old Age, af- 
ter his Return from Crete, where he had refided for a 
confiderable Time, having heard that the Cretans were 
governed by excellent Laws, given them by Mims the 
Son of Jupiter, Ana, Why then, Sokn, do not youf 
follow the Example oi Lycurgus, and fcourge your Youthr 
for thefe are wholefome Things, and worthy your Imi- 
tation. Solon^ Becaufe, Anacharfis, the Exercifes we 
have, are (bfficient for our Purpofe, and of our own 
Growth; and we do not think fit to borrow from 
Strangers. Ana. That is not the Reafon ; the Truth 
h, yo» are fciifibk what it is to be fcourged naked, with 

your 
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your Hands raifed up above your Head, and that wkfS^* 
out any Benefit accruing from it, either to yourfetfc^ 
your Country. Wherefore if I fhould happen to be a^ 
Sfm-tay at the Time of their performing thefe Difciplines/ 
the People, I doubt, will immediately knock me on the 
Head for laughing at thofe Fools, who fuflfer themfelve» 
to be whipt like a Parcel of Knaves and Thieves. And 
to fay Truth, a Government that can allow of fuch ridi- 
culous Things, Hands in need of a good Dofe of HeUe^' 
bore. Solon. Think not, however, my good Friend^ 

becaufe you plead without an Adverfary, of prevailing^ 
againft them in their Abfence, and condemning thetii un- 
heard. You will find Men in Sparta able to reply to 
your Objedtions, and give you a reafonable Account of. 
their Proceedings. But fince I have gone through, at 
your Requeft, many of our Cuftoms, which however you 
feem not entirely to approve, it cannot fure be thought 
unreafonable, if I defire you, in return, to explain to me 
the Manner, in which you Scythians exercife your Youth ; 
what Schools you have for their Education, and how you 
make them good and valiant Men. Ana. Your Re- 
queft, Solon, is very reafonable : you (hall have an Ac- 
count of our Scythian Cuftoms, plain and iimple ones per- 
haps, and very much differing from yours ; for we do no^ 
fo much as fh-ike a Man a Blow upon the Face, fuch 
Cowards are we. But be they as they will, you Ihall hear 
them. If you pleafe, however, we will adjourn our Con- 
verfation *till Tp-morrow, that I may not only think at 

leifux^ 
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leifore upon what you have faid, but mufter up in my 
own Mind all I have to fay to you. For the prefent let 
us £nifh here, for it grows toward Evening. 



FROM what is fet forth under tlie Charafter of 
Solon in the preceding Dialogue, the Reader may per- 
ceive with what View the Founders of the Olympick Games 
propofed their OU've Chaplet as a Reward to thofe, who 
excelled in any of the Gymnaftick Exercifes, How well 
they were feconded by the Legiflators and Governors of 
the feveral States of Greece^ may be collefted from the 
great Honours, Privileges, and Immunities beftowed on 
the facred Conquerors in their refpedive Countries ; all 
which demonftrate the high Opinion entertained by all 
the Grecians of the Utility of the Gymnaftick Exercifes, Of 
this Flato himfelf was fo feniible, that he delivers it as his 
Opinion, that every well-conflituted Republick ought, 
by offering Prizes to the Conquerors, to encourage all fuch 
Exercifes as tend to increafe the Strength and Agility of 
the Body, as highly ufcfull in War. That fuch was the 
general Tendency of the Gymnaftick Exercifes will eafily 
be admitted ; and that the two Qualities juil mentioned 
were very proper to be cultivated in a Soldier, will, I be- 
lieve, as eafily be allowed by thofe, who confider the 
Manner of Fighting praftifed among the Grecians. Their 
Annies for many Ages confifted chiefly, if not wholly, of 
Infantry; Cavalry, eithey from the great Scarcity of 

V»L. II. ' Q^ Horfes, 
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rendering the Bodies of their Citizens healthy androbaft 
was by foxne of them carried even to a idcious Excefi ; 
fo far as to lead them to negled or overlook fome other 
Matters, of at lead equal, if not fuperior Importance to s 
Well'Conftituted Government : Inftances of which might 
eaiily be produced from the famous Infiitutwus of L^cur- 
puy and even from the no lefs famous Commmveakb rf 
Plato: in both which many Abfurdities, Indecencies, and 
Immoralities^ even of a very heinous Nature, were allow- 
ed of, merely for the fake of fiimifhing the State with a 
Race of ffax)ng and healthy Citizens, 

But in purfuing this Point of the Gymnaftick Exerdjit^ 
cileemed b beneficial to the Publick, and for that Reafim 
fo cultivated and encouraged in all the Great Games of 
Greece, as well as in thofe celebrated in eveiy S^te and 
City, the Grecians at length fell into an Error, into which 
many States and Communities, as well as private Pe6ple, 
both before and fince have fallen, even in Matters of 
more ferious Concernment. They came to miftake th« 
Means for the End, For by over-rating the Viaories ob- 
tained in the Gymnafiick Exerctfes^ and rewarding tht 
Conquerors with greater Honours than were in Reafbn due 
to them, they in Time caufed thofe Viaories to be con- 
sidered, by the Multitude at Icafl, as the final Objeds of 
their Ambition. Whence it came to pafs, that NumbeiS 
among them, inflead of being made good SoUiers, be- 
fpame only eminent Athletes ; and that Courfe of Edu- 
cation, which was fet on Foot with a View of making 
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creiy Man ufefull to his Country, tended to render maMy 
not only ufelefs on thofe Occaiions, in which the Exi- 
gencies of the Commonwealth might require the Af- 
fiffamce of all its Members, but even burthenfome to 
the Publick : every City being, if not by Law, at leaft by 
a Coilom grown in length of Time equivalent to a Law, 
obliged to maintain the Gymnaftick Conquerors for the reft 
of their Lives. But this was not the only, nor the heavi- 
eft Inconvenience that arofe from the too great En- 
conragement given to the Jthletes : by which Term I un- 
derftand thofe who followed and pradtifed the Gymnaftick 
Bx9rcifes as a Science and Profeffion : An Abufe which be- 
gan in Greece a little before the Times of PlatOy as we 
learn from G«/ot[3], who every where inveighs moft 
bitterly againfl it : infomuch that he will not allow the 
Jtbletick [4] Art a Place among thofe which are ftyled 
Sterol, and even refufes it the honourable Title of Gym^^ 
mafticJt ; a Tide in which fome People alFcdled to drefs it 
out. The Reafons of the Indignation, which this learned 
Fhyfician exprcffes againfl xh^' Athletes, are principally 
founded on the pernicious Efleds of the Regimen ob« 
ferved by them, many of which he enumerates ; and con- 
dudes all with iaying, that Mankind ought to hate and 
deteft a ProfeJ/tony the Excellency of which confifts only 
in difordering the natural Conftitution of the Body, and 
raining that kind of Strength and Vigour, which quali- 

[3] Ad Thrafybul. c. 33. [4] See Moaf. Burette's i Mem. 

§ai le< Athletes. ^ 
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£es a Man to be ufefull to his Country, by introducing 
one of another kind, which can only tend to make him 
a Burthen to it. He adds, that upon many Occaiions hq 
Had found himfelf a great deal flronger than fome AthUtu 
of Eminence, who had gained fpveral Prizes : this fort 
of Men, contiimes he, not being £t to undergo either the 
J'atigues of Travelling or thofe of War, ^nd ftill lefii 
proper for civil Employments or the Toils of Agricul^^ 
ture : in fhort, neither good for Counfel nor Execution. 

Euripides in one of his Satyrical Pieces^ a Fragment of 
which is prefer/ed hy Atbemeu5[^']y fpeaks of the JtUoes 
with the fame Virulence and Contempt : and Phaanh. 
compares them to the Pillars of a Gymnajtum, as well fbv 
the Qualities of their Minds, as for thofe of their Bodies s 
and in one Place [6] he confeiTes, that nothing had (b 
much contributed to the Effeminacy and Servility of die 
Greeks as this Abufc of the Gjmnaftick Exercifes^ which had 
rendered them unfit for military Duty, and had cauftd 
them to prefer the Qualities of an excellent u^//&/p/^ to thofe 
of a good Soldier. 

But I muft here repeat what I hinted at in another 
Place, on occafion of a PafTage there cited from the fame 
Author, in his Life o^ Philopiemerty that this heavy ChargfC 
againft the Athletes fails with the greateft Weight upon 
thofe, who exercifed themfelvcs in the Cajius and Paucra^ 
tiuwy their Regimen being the moft liable to all the per- 

[5] Deip. L. X. c. 2. [6] Dc SaJiit. tucnda. 

3 ' niciouf 
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Bicloas Confequences enamerated hyGaUtt, and the moll 
Ofpofite to that of a Soldier. 

But without taking into the Account all the Inconve- 
suences juft now iniifted on, in many of which ikt Athletes 
were joint Sufierers with the State, it was certainly a con* 
fiderable Prejudice to the Publick, to have any Number 
of Men called off from their own Occupations and Af- 
C^rSy from all Duties Civil and Military, from Conunerce 
aind Agriculture, not to mention the Study of the Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, to the Pradice of a Profejffion, in which, 
to arrive at any Perfedlion, they muft confume their 
Ycfuth, their Health, and Fortune, and become charge- 
^le to their Friends and Country (over which, fays La£r» 
ims [7], they feem by their Vidories to triumph, rather 
4uui over their Antagonifb) and by which they contributed 
to the lowering the Value of a Crouun^ originally intended 
fix the Encouragement of thofe only, who by the fame 
Qualities, which entitled them to it, were rendered 
&rviceable to their Country : a Crown, for the obtaining 
of which, however glorious 2sAfacredy a Man of a noble 
and ingenuous Spirit might well difdain to enter the Lids 
with a profeffed Prize -Fighter, And by thefe means 
yere all the falutary Views of thofe, who firft inllituted 
die Puhlick Games, in great meafure difappointcd ; and 
tJie Benefits naturally growing out of a proper and mo- 
derate Ufe of the Gymnaftick Exercifes, converted into 
Mifchiefs by the intemperate and fliort-fightcd Folly of 

[73 In Solon, 

QL4 ^ 
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the Greeks ; who^ to borrow a Metaphor from Pindar, 
negledling the Mark, and aiming to throw their Arrow 
too far, over-Ilraincd and broke the Bow. An Evil, 
which feems to have been forefeen and provided againft 
by Solon and Lycurgusy the wife Lawgivers of their two 
greateil Cofnmomxealths^ Athens and Lacedamm. The 
former of whom, by limiting the Reward of an Ofymfick 
Conqueror to no very confiderable Sum, endeavoured to 
check the immoderate Ardour of his Countrymen for the 
Gymnafiick Exercifcs ; and the latter not only forbade his 
Spartans to contend in the Cafius and Vancratittm^ but by 
rewarding a Vidlory in the Olympick Games with a militaiy 
Poll of Honour, made it neceifary for thofe, who afpired 
to the Olwe Crown, to qualify themfdves for obtaining 
it in fuch a Manner, as might render them at the faino 
Time worthy of the honourable Rank annexed to it. 

Thtie Abufes however did not grow up all at once ; 
and probably did hot arrive at the vicious Excefs above 
defcribed, 'till the Greciansy having been firft fubdued by 
the Macedonians y and afterwards by the Romans y loft toge- 
ther with their Liberty every Sentiment of true Virtue 
and Glory ; and having no worthier an Objedt than one 
of the Four /acred Cro-iins left them to contend for, turned 
all their Ambition and Application to the obtaining an 
Honour, which in the moft flouriihing Periods of Gre- 
cian l,iberty and Glory had ever been regarded with the 
highcft Eikem and \^cncration. 

But 
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' But be that as it will, it is evident from the Authori- 
ses above cited, and the Reafons before given, that the 
Cymnaftick Exercifes were for many Ages confidered as be- 
neficial to the Publick; and fo undoubtedly they were, 
while they were kept within due Bounds, and diredted to 
the Purpofes for which they were originally intended ; 
in which Point of View all political Inftitutions, Syftems 
of Religion and Government, and the prevailing Cu- 
ftoms and Manners of any People, ought principally to 
be confidered by every one, who is defirous of fearching 
cut their original Caufes, and drawing any Advantages 
from the Wifdom of remote Ages and diftant Countries ; 
the Abufes in any of thefe being generally to be charged 
upon the Ignorance or Corruption of After-times ; and 
never to be urged as Arguments againft the proper U/e^ 
for the fake of which they were at firft received, and af* 
terwards continued and maintained. 

I ihall therefore now proceed to point out fome farther 
Advantages of sl Ci'vil Nature, ariiing from the Gymmfiick 
Exercifes ; one of which was hinted at in the preceding 
Dialogue. This is the Employment fumifhed by their 
means to the Idle of all Ages and Conditions. By the 
Idle I do not mean the Indolent and SlothfuU, but thofe 
Ivho, either on account of their Youth, or for other Rea- 
fons, were not engaged in the Service of the State; 
thofe, whom a competent Supply of all the NecefTaries of 
Life exempted from Labour and Buiinefs; and thofe 
whofe Occupations allowed them any confiderable Portion 

•f 
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of vacant Time. Such Cidzens, and of fuch there is al. 
vjrays too large a Number in every populous and wealthy 
Community, are always dangerous to the Peace and Or- 
der of a Commonwealth ; which, merely for want of 
fomething to do, they are too apt to difturb and break by 
riotous and fadious Enormities. To thefe the Gymna^ 
fiums^ or Schools of Exercife^ eredled in every City, and 
fumifhed with Maftcrs, {ffr. at the publick Coft, were al- 
ways open I and thither they were encouraged and in- 
vited to refort, not only from the Influence of a prevail- 
ing Failiion, wliich had made the learning the Gymna/lick 
Exercifcs a part even of a Liberal Education, or the Hopes 
of attaining one Day to the great Honours and Rewaida 
teftowed upon the Conquerors in the /acred Games, but 
even upon the Score of Amufement and Health : there 
being many Exercifes taught and pradlifed in thofe 
Schools, which, though not admitted into the publick 
Games, were nevertJiclefs of great and frequent Ufe, and 
tended equally witli thofc, of which I have been hitherto 
{peaking, to render the Bodies of the PraAitioners 
healthy, vigorous, and adlive. Thefe were the feveral 
kinds of Dances ; feme or other of which were condantly 
introduced on all Occalions of Feftivity, private and pub- 
lick, as Marriages, Religious Feftivals, &c. and were 
performed by a Chorus, confilUng of a certain Number of 
Citizens. Thofe calculated principally for Amufement 
were feveral Sports, perfomied with Balls of different 
Sizes. Oi all wliich, comprehended likewife under the 

general 
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general Name of Gymna/Hck^ the curious Reader may 
find a particular Account in three Pieces written by Monf« 
Burette^ and printed in the 2^ Volume of Memnres di 
Literature de r Academe Rpyale des Infcriptionsy &c. Of 
thefe feveral Exercifes the Phyficians likewife took Ad- 
vantage, frequently prefcribing one or other of them to 
their Padents, in fuch Proportions as their different Cafes 
required ; as may be feen in Mercurials, and others. 
The Ufes% indeed laft-mentioned were only collateral, 
neither proceeding by dire£k Confequence from theGamesp 
nor immediately relating to them. But as the Gyrnna- 
^ck Exercifes owed the great Vogue and Reputation 
which they acquired, principally to the Olympick Games^ 
and the other l^bree Inftitutions of the fame kind ; and aS 
the Gymnafiumsy with all their Apparatus of Maflers of 
ferer^l Sorts, Baths hot and cold, open and covered 
Places for Exercife, £ffr. were originally founded and 
maintained, with a View of preparing the Afceticks for 
ihofe Gamesy we may very fairly place to their Account 
all the Profit accruing to the Publick from every Specie^ 
of the Gymnafiick Exerci/esy and from all the various Ufes \ 
of the Gymnafium: which latter may be confidered as a 
kind of State Hofpitaly where that great Branch of Phy- 
fick called ProphylaSiic, or Pre«vefiti«ve, (6 much cultivated 
1^ the Ancients, though entirely neglefted by the Mo- 
dems, was pradifed with great Succefs on all the Mem- 
bers that compofe the Body PoHtick ; which, by the Regi- 
j&en there prefcribed, not only found its natural Health, 

Vigour, 
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VigouTy and Spirits fortified and augmented, but was kepC 
fiom Ming into many dangerous Maladies proceeding 
from Idlenefs and Luxury, thofe morbid Principles of 
political, as well as natural Corruption and DifTolution. 
And diis leads me to consider another Point of no fmall 
Importance ; namely, the Tempirance and Sobriety, which 
all, who aimed at any eminent Proficiency in the Gym* 
mafiik Exercifes, were neceflitated to obferve. This f| 
taken notice of by Horace in thefe Verl'es, 

^m Jhdei optatofn curfu contingere metam, 
Mmba tulit fecit que puer ; fudavit^ £«f aljit ; 
Ahfiifudt 'vetiere to* niino [8]. 

A Youth, who hopes th' Olympick Prize to gain. 
All Arts muft try, and ev'ry Toil fuiiain ; 
Th* EAtrcams of Heat and Cold muil often prove. 
And ihun the wcak'ning Joys of Wine and Love. 

Francis. 

And to this St. Paul alludes, in his Firft EpiiUe to the 
[9] Corimbiam (in whofe Territory, and under whofe Di- 
re&ion, the Ifthmian Games were celebrated) in the fol- 
lowing PafTage : " Kno^ ye not that theyy nvho nm in tbe 
** Stadium, or Foot-Race, run all, and yet but one recei<veth 
** the Prize ? fo run therefore, that ye may obtain. More" 
** o^er, every one that contendeth in the Games [muq ^\ 
« aymxipyLmc) is temperate in all Things. They indeed, 
*' that they may obtain a corruptible Crown ; hut ixfc, oh 

[8] Art. Poet. vcr. 4i2« [9] C. ix. ver. 25. 

** ittcor* 
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*' incorruftibU, Wherefore I for «ry part fi nm, as not to 
*' pafsfijundiftinguijfhed (J? eti d^^Xu^) fo fight (wsl«v«) 
" not as beating the Jir (i. e. pradlifing in a feigned Com- 
** bat, without an Adverfary) hut I bruife and mortify nt^ 
** Body {vTFumct^u) and bring it under SubjedHon, lefie^er 
" having ferved as a Herald (x»j^t/|a?) to others (by intro- 
*' ducing them into the Chrillian Stadium) I tn^elffhovXd, 
** come off without Honour and Approbation (a^«ifw^ 
yrFw/xat)." Though there are but two Expreffions in thi» 
Paffage that relate to the Point in Queftion, yet I thought 
proper to tranflate the whole, that I might (hew and ex- 
plain the feveral Alluiions to the Gamesj here made uAi 
-of by St, Paul; and make the Reader underftand the full 
Force of the Argument urged by him upon the Corinihia^, 
Converts, to incite them to the Praftice of thofe Virtues^ 
which (he tells them) would be rewarded with a Gvwn 
of everlafting Glory 5 and which, for the fake of a fad- 
ing and perifhable Crown, were pradtifed by their unbe- 
lieving Brethren. 

To what a Degreee of Stri£hiefs thefe latter carried 
their Temperance and Continency of all kinds, with re- 
gard efpccially to the two Pleafures mentioned by Horace, 
Women and Wine, may be feen in many Inflances col- 

[i] »f ax *>u'x«c may alfo fignify in this Place^ as if I was not «a- 
feefiy not unobjervedi i. e. as if I was in the Prefencc of the Judge of 
the CameSi and of a great Number of Speftators. But this, as well a* 
ither Parts of my Trandation of this Pallagc, I fubmit to the mo» 
learned Reader, 

ledcd 
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lefbed by Faker [zjf to whom I refer the Reader : and 
how much thofe Virtaes may be fiq)pofed to have contri- 
buted to the Heahh and Vigour of their Bodies (to fay 
nothing of their Minds) may eafilybe conjedbired, front 
the wretched and deplorable £fie6b occa£oned by theif 
contrary Vices; of which evfcry one's Experiehce canhdt 
hSi of fuggefb'hg to him but too many Examples among 
People of all Ranks and Conditions in this debaudied 
and luxurious Age. 

But as this flridl Temperance was necefiary only t9 
ihofe, who were ambitious of excelling in ^e Gynomftiek 
Exerdfes^ fo it may be imagined to have been obferved bj 
H very (mall Number ; but if it be remembered, that be^ 
fides the Four Sacred Games fo often mentioned, there 
were others, almofl innumerable, of the fame Nature, ce* 
lebrated in every Grecian Town and City, in which the 
Prtxes were fome of them lucrative, and all of them' ho- 
nourable, it may on the contrary be prefumed, that th« 
Number of thofe, who afpircd to the Honour of a ViAoiy 
in any of thefe Games , were pretty confiderable; efpecially 
before the Athletick Art came to be embraced and follow* 
cd as ^iProfejlJion: confequently many People in every Grr- 
€tan State were for many Ages kept fober, temperate, and 
chafte, at leaft to a certain Degree, by the meer Influence 
of an Ambition j which through the Encouragement of 
the Publick, and by the various Means of gratifying it 
<jffer^ to People even of the loweft Condition, may not 
[%1 AgoD, L. lit* c, 4« 
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Hmrcafonably be fuppofed tohave been almoft aniverfal : 
and this could hardly fail of rendering thofe Virtaes 
fafhionable, and thereby recommending them to the 
France of all thofe^ who feek for no other Rule of Life 
but the Example of others. It may not indeed be eaQr^ 
at this Diilance of Time, exactly to determine how £lr 
this Influence operated ; and I may perhaps be thought, 
by fome People, to have given it a larger Sphere df 
A^on, than either Reafon or Hiftory will juftify. All 
therefore that I ihall at prefent infifl upon is, that the 
CynmafHck Exercifisy from the feveral Caufes above af« 
figned, muft have had a confiderable EfFedt upon the 
Manners and Morals of the Greeks , in proportion to the 
Degree of Extenitvenefs and Care> with which they were 
cultivated and encouraged. 

As a farther Difcouragement to Vice and Immorality, 
'tiic Reader may be pleafed to recoUedt^ that no one, who 
%as guilty of any flagrant or notorious Crime, or was de- 
praved in his Morals, could be admitted to contend for 
the Oljmfick Crown, however otherwife well qualified to 
ebtain it. To this End e\^ery Candidatey at the Opening 
xX the Games, was condu£led along the Stadium by a 
Herald, who with a loud Voice demanded, whether there 
was any Perfon in all that numerous Aflembly,who could 
accufe fuch a one (naming his Name, CfTc J of any 
Crime ? or charge him with leading a profligate and vi- 
ciou3 Life ? neither was it fufficient for the Candidate 
•himfelf to have ft Chara€^«r f|^ from any grofs and fcan- 

dalotts 
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dalous Imputation^ unlefs he could alfo in fome particulai 
Points clear thofe of his Parents and Anceftors, by (hew- 
ing there was no Baftardy nor Adultery in his Lineage, as 
I have obferved in a former Seftion. The Sandtity of 
the Olymfick Games, coniidered as a Religious Feftival, 
imdoubtedly gave Occafion to this (hid Inquiry into the 
CharaAers of thofe who were admitted to contend in 
them : and in this Particular, as in many others, it is pro- 
4bable the Example fet by the Ekansj was followed by the 
Superintendants of the Pythian, Iftbndan, and Henuatt 
Camesy all which were efteemed in like manner /acred. 
And fo indeed were all the Games, thofe at leaft that were 
celebrated at certain and flated Periods, throughout 
-Creece ; of which the Number was very confiderable^ 
though the Title of /acred feems to have been appro- 
priated by way of Eminence to the Four above-mentioned. 
I><ow, if it be fuppofed (and I fee no Reafbn why it may 
not be fuppofed) that every Man of an infamous and vi- 
cious Charader was, upon that account, excluded as a 
profane Perfon, from contending in any of thefe Gatnes^ 
the greateft Part of which were founded in Religion, it 
muft be allowed that thefe In/litutions could not but have 
checked in fome Degree, and for fome Time, the Growth 
of Vice and Immorality among the Grecians i Weeds fo 
natural to the human Soil, that it requires the greateft At- 
tention, and the utmoft Force of Culture, that is, not 
only good Laws, but a ftrift and diligent Execution of 
thofe Laws> to keep them under. The Laws of the 

Oiympick 
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Ofympici Inftitution were good, by which I mean, werei 
calculated for the Service of the Publick. And if they 
failed of their proper Effefts for want of having been due- 
\y executed, we are not to regard and cenfure them as 
ufelefs, 'till we can find a Country or a Society, in which 
the Adminiftratiori of the Laws comes up to tlxe Intention 
of the Legiflator. 

I have here purpofely omitted faying any Tiling of the 
tquefirian Games^ having in thofe Seftions, which treat of 
the Horfe-Racesy endeavoured to point out the Utility of 
that Part of the Olympick Inftitutiony by fhewing that it 
was intended to encourage the Breed and Management of 
Borfes ; of which noblfe and ufefull Animal there was for 
many Ages a great Scarcity in Greece, What Succefs it 
met with may in fome meafure be colledled from fome 
Inftances produced above, of the great Number of Chariots 
contending at one Time in the Olympick Hippodrome, Whe- 
ther the EqtteJlriaH Candidates were fubjedled to the pub- 
lick Inquiry into their Charaflers, mentioned above, I can- 
BOt pofitively fay , though I think it moft probable that 
they were : fince the Reafons taken from the Sandlity of 
that Religious FeiHval affed tkem equally with the Gym- 
Kofiick Candidates, But this Point I fhall leave with the 
Reader; and now, having fhewn how much Vice in ge 
neral^ as well as what particular Species of it, was check 
«d and difcountenanced by the Gymnafiick Exercifesy and 
by fome Laws of the Olympick Irfiitutiony I fliall proceed 
to point oufwhat Virtues, or what Principles of Virtue, 

Vol. IL R were 
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were encouraged and inculcated by others. In enir- 
merating thefc, I fhall pafs over fuch as properly belong 
to the GymnaJIick Excrci/es, and of which fufiicient Notice 
hath been already taken, fuch as Temperance, Fortitude,- 
Patience, fcfr. and confine myfelf to fpe A of diofe only, 
which have an immediate Reference to the Ofympick 
Games, 

The firff and mod obvious of thefe is the Love of Glory ^ 
nvhicb (to ufe the Words of Solon in the foregoing Dui* 
HgtteJ if you take ofuoay out of human Life^ what Virtue fialt 
five have left among us ? and^who will be asnhitious of fer^ 
forming any Jplendid JSion? How. powcrfull an Incentive 
the Love of Glory is to all generous and noble Deeds, is * 
fenfibly experienced by great and ingenuous Minds j and 
may eafily be evinced by numberlefs Inflances in the an- 
cient Hiftories of the Greeks and Romans: among whom, 
as Glory was the principal, if not the fole Reward of aH 
Virtuf , Civil as well as Military, fo was the Senfe and 
Love of Glory perpetually Simulated and inflamed in 
the Breafte of Men of all Orders and Degrees, by many 
Marks of Honour bellowed on the Deferving ; fuch as 
the feveral Military Crowns,. Supplications, Ovations, 
Triumphs, Statues,. Medals, ^r^ among the Romans : and 
among the Grecians, Statues, Infcriptions, Crowns, fome- 
times of Gold, with many other Teftimonies of the Ap- 
probation and Gratitude of the Publick, differing accord- 
ing to the different Cuftoms, or Genius, of each particu- 
hs State. Of the fame kind was the Olympick 0/ive, thc^ 

Pyfhim 
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i^ythian Laurel, &c. which, having no intriniick Value m 
Ihemfelves, could be of no Ufc to the Conquerorsy but 
merely as Emblems and Evidences of their Viftories, and 
as fuch entitling them to the Efieem and Applaufes of 
thdr Countrymen; By the Meannefs oi thefe Prizes^ 
therefore, were the Grecumt given to uhderftand, that 
Praife and Glory were the proper Recompences of worthy 
A^ons. A Dodbine indeed which great and worthy 
Minds alone can perceive^ by the inward Light of their 
Own native Virtue ; but which^ by the Force of Edu- 
cation and Example^ may be inculcated into narrow ^nd 
groveling Spirits, 'till by Degrees it becomes the favourite 
Sentiment even of a whole People ; and Men of all 
Ranks," Orders, ^nd Profeflionsj from the King to the 
ipweft Servant, and the moft inconfiderable Stibjcd of the . 
State, ihall think themfelves Well paid for any Service 
done the P^lblick (and even the meaheft in fome Shape 
or other may be ferviceable to the Publick) by any Mark 
6f Honour bellowed upon them on that Account. A 
Rccompence fo cheap, and yet at the fame Time fo ef- 
ficacious, and fo productive of Excellencies 6f all kinds, 
that they, who negleft to make ufe of it in the Admi- 
iiiftration of a Commonwealth, may well be fuppofed to 
have no fenfe of it themfelves ; to know little of the true 
Arts and Ends of Government, and not to deferve to be 
entmfted with it. 

I fhall conclude this Article with a Paffage from Hiro- 
dHus [5], who in his Hiftory of the famous Expedition of 

[5] Lib, viii. c. 25. 
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Xetxes againft the Gr^cians^ relates the following Ind' 
dent> which happened when that mighty King, attended 
by Millions, was now far advanced into Greece, 

" Some Arcadian Fugitives, being in great want of Ptt>- 
•' vifions, came to offer their Services to the King, and 
*' being admitted into his Prefence were interrogated by 
** the Perjiamj and particularly by one Perfonj who, 
" among other Queftions, afked them. What the Grecians 
*' were then doing ? To which they anfwered, that the 
•* Greeks were at that Time celebrating the Olymfick 
** Tefii<valy and exhibiting a Spedade of Gynmafiici and 
** Equefirian Games. Be^g again afked. What was the 
** Prixe for which the feveral Antagonifis contended? 
•* they replied, A Chaplet of nviU Olive. Upon which 
*' Tigranesy the Son of Artahanus^ broke out into an Exda- 
" matlon, which, though interpreted by the King as the 
** Effeft of Cowardice, was certainly an Indication of a 
•* brave and generous Mind. For hearing that the Prize 
•* contended for by the Grecians was a Chaplet y and not 
** any pecuniary Reward, he could no longer keep 
" filence, but in the hearing of all the Perfians faid, Alas^ 
'* Mardonius ! againfl *what kind of Men have you led us 
*' here to fght ! Men, ivho engage in a Conteft ivith each 
*' other y not for Gold and Si her, hut only for a Superiority of 
" Virtue and Glory r 

Another great Motive to virtuous and noble A6Uon^y 
fuggefted to the Candidates for the Olyntpick Olive, and 
through them recommended to all the Grecians^ was a 

due 
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dde Regard to the Reputation of their Families and 
Countries. This was intimated by the Cuftom of join- 
ing to the Name of the Candidate^ both before the Contejt 
and after the Viaory, the Nihne of ]m Father^ together 
with that of the Qty or Country where he was bom, or to 
which ke at that Time belonged* By which Cuftom the 
clo& Union and Connexion, which Nature and Reafon 
lud made between a Son and Father y a Citixen and the 
^ate^ was, as it were, rati£ed and declared by the Au* 
^ority and Voice of the Publick ; and every Man was 
taught to coniider himfelf, not as a iingle zxA independent 
Individual, but as making Part of a Family and Society ; 
to whom, as participating in fome meafnre of his Glory 
or Difgrace, he was accountable for his good or bad De- 
meanour. That the Confideration juft mentioned is capa-r 
Ue of operating very powerfidly, both in retraining Men 
&om infamous Anions and exciting them to good, needs 
sot here be proved. The Force of it is felt and under- 
iatSKA by all, and frequently urged as a Topick either of 
Encouragement or Dehortation, pven in common and or- 
dinary Life ; in which, if it is of any Efficacy, as it often 
is, it ought furely to ailedt, in a much Wronger manner, all 
Peribns of a noble and illuiirious Parentage, and all the 
Member* of any City, Society, or Kingdom, that make a 
confiderable Figure in the Eyes of Mankind, efpecially on 
great and publick Occafions : as in a battle, for Inftance, 
in which every Individual ought to remember, that the 
{ionour of his Country, as well as his own in particular* 

R 3 that 
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that of his Family, or of the Corfs to which he belong^^ 
is interefted in his Behaviour; the Glory of a Vidx^* 
and the Difgrace of a l>efeat, being generally placed to 
the Account of die whole Nation ; and the V^o^r or 
Cowardice of a Peoph? too oft^ meafored by that of thei; 
Troops, who in thofe Cafes are looked pppn as their 
Reprefentadves, 

There is al(b another Circppiitanpe, in ^hich a £nglc 
Man, thopgh not a^ing in any publick Chara£to, may 
yet have it in his Power to do Honour or Di&redit to hi# 
Country : ^d this is the Cirpuioftance of a Man travel? 
ling into Foreign Nations ; where, tfaqingh himielf aii4 . 
his Family may happei^ both to be equally unknown, his 
(Country may not. . .In this Cafe he will be confidered 
only in a moienaf JUgbt, if I may fo fpeak, and a general 
Charadcr of his Countrymen will be formed, from tli^ ' 
Specimen he is fuppofed to give of it in his particular 
Manners and Behaviour. Ii; this Situation many of die 
Candid^iej, thofe efpecially who came from remote Grecinfi^ 
Colonies fettled in Jfia, Africky Macedoniay Sicily^ kc. 
muft in fome fort have appeared in the 0/ympici Stadium ; 
which may be looked upon as a kind of fuhlick Tbeatn^ 
where every private Grecian might have an Opportunity 
of producing and fignalizing himfelf, and his own pard- 
cuiar City, Town, and Family, in the Prefence of all 
Greece, From whence, though neither of them fhould 
Jifive gained any other immediate Advantage, befidcs that 
pf beiwg drawn out of Obfcurity , and made known to the 

reft 
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reft of their Brethren, yet a Foundation was here laid for 
many more ; a Spirit of Emulation, a Senfe of Glory, 
and a Zeal for the Honour of the Publick, which is always 
increafed by eveiy new Acceffion of Reputation acquired 
fo it, was infttfed into al) the Members of the Conunu* 
fiity : who rejoicing with their Fellow-Gtizen on thefe 
Occafions, and beftowing upon him puUick Marks of 
Diftindion,. both &lt and acknowledged at the famp 
Time, that the Glory of any one Member redounded to 
the Credit of the whole Body ; and were thereby taught 
|nfen£ibly to reg^d, in dl their A^ons, the Dignity and 
Service 0/ the State. A Principle^ to which in con- 
jundUon with the L^vi of Gkry^ fpoken to in the forego* 
ing Article, miy principally he afcribed all the Virtue^ 
Valour, Wifdom, [with many ExceUendes of an inferior 
^ind, which adorn and dignify the Grttk and Roma^ 
Name. By both which People, but more generally by 
|)ie formert were thefe two great Principles, fo fruitfull in 
Merit of all Sorts, cultivated with the utmoft Diligence 
and Care, and hy many various MeAods diileminated 
throughout all Orders andProfeffions of Men. 

Concord and Union among themfelves was a}fo plainly 
in(inuated« and flrongly recommwidcd to all the different 
People of Griecf, by another Law of the Ofympick Games $ 
that I mean, by which all, who were not of Greek Ex^ 
f ration, were ^eluded from contending in them. By 
^s Law they were i^mmded of their being Brethren, and 
ijocorporated as it were into one Nation, und^ one com* 

Jl 4 mon 
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mon Name. Had due Attention been paid to this wife 
and politick Ordinance, under the Sandion of which 
they were invited to meet together every fifth Year, in 
order to join in facrifidng to one and the fame Deity, the 
common Father and Protedor of the whole Grecim 
Name -, and in celebrating Games, in which all Grecians^ 
and only GrecioHSt were equally admitted to contend, for 
a Crgnm equally reverenced by them all : to this Or- 
dinance, I fay, which may be confidered as a facred Band 
of Union, had due Attention been paid by the feveral 
States into which the GredoHt were diifaibuted, they need 
not have dreaded either the Romatt Commonwealth or the 
Perfian Monarchy 2 the latter of which was checked and 
humbled more than once, and at length entirely fub- 
dued by no very confiderable Part of the Gnciau Boif 1 
and the former prevailed over them more by means of 
the inteftin? Feuds and Divifions, which had for many 
Ages weakened and disjointed the Forces of Greece, than 
from their own intrinfick Strength, or from any Supe- 
riority either in Valour or in military Skill, which the 
Romans poiTelTed over their Grecian Antagonifts. But 
what avail the moft falutary Laws, or the beft firamed 
Syftems of Government, without a fufficient Authority to 
enforce the Execution of the one, and to keep together 
the feveral Parts of the other, to give each its proper Mo- 
tion, dnd to make them all concur in one Operation, and 
mutually unite their Forces to (brengthen and fupport the 
Common Caufe ? This was always wanting to the Greeh, 

who 
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who never but once, as I can remember, a£ted in Con- 
cert under the Dire6lion of a iingle Perfbn; and that was 
in their very early Times, when they lived not in Com* 
monwealths, but under limited Monarchies, I mean in 
their Expedition againft the City of Troj^, nndtx jfgamem^ 
non, who fcems to have been invefted with no other 
Powers, but fuch as were barely necefDuy for the General 
of an Army ; and to have been raifed to that Authority, 
chiefly on account of his being princijially concerned in 
a War undertaken folely to revenge an Injmy done to his 
Family in the Perfon of his Brodier Memlmu. In the 
Ferfiim War indeed, the chief Command both by Land 
and Sea was yielded to the Laeedamomam, whofe Pre- 
tenlions to it were founded more upon their own Pride, 
and fubmitted to rather from the preffing Neceffity of die 
Times, than the Strength and Greatnefs of their Repub- 
lick. The Jtbmansy who had as good, and perhaps a 
better Claim to it, acquiefoed for that Time under the Sa* 
periority thus allowed to Sparta i and to this they were 
induced by a generous Concern for the common Liberty 
of Greece^ for which, to* do them Juftice, they always 
ihewed a more difinterefled Regard than their Rivals the 
Lacedanunians ; and upon that Occafion contributed more 
to preferve it. But no fooner were the PerJUms driven 
out of Greedy and Jthens a little recovered from the ruin* 
ous Condition, to which that War had reduced her, than 
almoft all the little States of Greece^ propexiy fo called, 
fell into a Civil War> occafioned by a Di^te between 

thofe 
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thofe two pqwerfiill Republicks for Dominion and Sover 
feignty ; whici^ had it been originally lodged in either* 
or in one fingle Perfon, and limited by jnft and equal 
Laws, might not ooly have guarded the Liberties of 
Pmci agai^ any foreign Invader, bnt even have ex- 
^lended their Empire farther than it was canied by the 
Arms of Jfpamder thi Great. By (uch an AuduMrity, at 
leaft, a)l the intcftine Feods and Civil Wars dnight have 
been prevented, which fo mlferably haraiTed the Grecians 
til the Time that tl^ey contimied to enjoy, under their fa- 
fourite Bemocra^lcal Governments^ the beloved Liberty 
of every State (1 ha4 almoft £ud, eveiy Man) cour 
fairing its own Separate and particular Intereft^ to the 
;^eg|e£k, ai^ rnd^ to. the final Peftruftion, pf the ge- 
neral Profperity and Freedom of the wbole Gr€jfi JMj' 

In fuch a State of Civil Hoftility aivd Coa&iion were 
tbe Inhabitants of the Peloponnefus, when Ipkitus King of 
EMsy fopportcd by the Authority of the Delpbick Oracle, 
inftituted the Olympick Games: to which inviting them ali, 
nnder the common Appellation of Grecians ^ he required 
Aem to fufpend their Animoilries ; and, by the exprefs 
Commands of the aforefaid Oracle^ proclaimed 2iCeJfaHm 
rfArms among all thofe States, who were then at War 
with each other. As by comprehending ali^ who were 
admitted to partake in this Solemnity, under the common 
penominarion of Grecians, he plainly intimated to them 
Aat ihey were Breibnn, fo did he oblige them to meet 
(together as fuch, by compelling them, under the Penal^ 

of 
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pf being fined, and excluded from racrificing to Ofyti^iwf 
Jufiter, to forbear all A^ of Hoitility during the Cele? 
jiiratipn of that i^fy Eefiiva/f and for fome Time brfora 
tTkd after ; thus lik^P a tnie Helianodick, or Judg^ andJrUr 
$tr of Greid, as the Word iinpprts, fammoning them» at 
it were, before hisTribunal, to end all their Quarrels bys 
the amicable Method of Mediation. For it was with the 
View of conftitpdng the fi^MHw JMSm&^ that 

^ey were commanded to abftain from War, as we may 
k^am from the Mowing Pafiage ci Pbligm: ** The 
^* Eliom after this [/'. r. after the Eflabli(hmttnt of die 
f< Olpf^k FfJtiwJ] being inclined to affift the Laced^* 
^* moniaxs, who were then la3ring Siege to Elify fent t^ 
f* Delphi to know the Pleafure of the God 1 who by his 
** Prieftefs axtfwered them in diefe Words : Defend ym^ 
^ mm Cnmiry ifeatathed^ kti refrmnfrom War, Ifeingjour-' 
** fehes the Examples and Arbiters rfAmiiy md CmKord i$ 
f< aUtheGrsdmns, ^Hll the Return ef the Fifth [or Olym- 
f ' pick] TeaTf nvhich brings Peace <mth it. In Obedience 
** to this Qrade thjB Eleam abfbined wholly from War, 
f and gave themfelves up tq the Superintendency of the 
f Oljmpick Games:' 

Con£dering the divided Condition of die Greeks, and 
their Aptnefs to quarrel with eadi other, one may eafily 
ponceive the great Advantage arifing from their having 
|me Nation among them thus fet apart, and confecrated, 
as it were, to the Office of a Mee&ator, by beirfg forbidden 
to intermeddle in any of diexr Broils^ or to moleft their 

Neighbours; 
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Neighbours; and being themfdves ffieltered from all 
Invafions as an Holy People, uncier the Protedion of the 
King and FatJjer of Gods audMen, as he was flyled by the 
Greeks. Who was the real Author of fo wife an IniH- 
tation» and how much Honour was due to him on that 
Account, the EUmss have plainly intimated by an Emhle* 
matical Figure of a Woman, named Ececbiria (a Greek 
Word iignifying an Armftice, or Jruce) crowning the 
Statue of fybitusf ere^d by them in the very Temple of 
Ofympian Jupitery as I have before obferved. To thit 
Medimorial Tribunal^ thus appointed and prote^ed by the 
Gods, the Grecians might have had Recourfe, whenever 
they were inclined to. terminate their Quarrels in an 
amicable Manner, But upon the Return of the Ofynfick 
Fejti'oai, they were all equally obliged, however deeply 
engaged iu War with each other, and. how aveHe ibever 
to Peace, to fufpend their Enmity, and meet together at 
Ofympiaj where, beiQdes the Pignity and Authori^ of the 
Mediator , every Thing tended to conciliate their Nlinds to 
each other; and introduce Amity and Concord between 
the contending Parties. The Place itfelf was facred to 
Peace ; the Solemnity was founded in Religion ; and in 
the Games (in which all, who were entided to the Deno* 
mination of Grecians, were equally admitted to contend, 
whether Friends or Foes, and from which all Rancour 
and Malice in the Combatants was excluded, under fe- 
vere Penalties) in the Games, I fay, was exhibited a 
Spedtade in itfelf highly amu£ng and entertaining, and 

attended 
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attended moreover with a perpetual Sacceffion of Ban- 
quets, and all other Accompaniments of FefUvity and 
Joy. And as the feveral Parts of this great Inititution 
drew to Olymfia an infinite Multitude of People from all 
Parts, fo did that numerous A/Tembly invite thither the 
Men of the greateft Eminency in all die Arts of Peace ; 
fuch as Hifbrians, Orators, Philofophers, Poets and Paint- 
ers ; who perceiving that the moft compendious Way to 
Fame lay through Olympian were there induced to exhi- 
bit theic beft Performances, at the Time of the Cele- 
bration of the Olympick Games, To this Aflembly Hero- 
datus [6] read his Hifloiy, to this AiTembly Aei$tt^ a cele- 
brated Painter, fhewed his famous Pidture of the Marriage 
oi AUxemder and Roxanai and for this AfTembly Hippies 
the Elean, a Sopbifi, ProMcus the Cean, Anaximenes the 
Chian^ Polu^ of Jgrigentumy and many other Sophifb, 
Hiftorians, and Orators, compofed Difcourfes and Ha- 
rangues ; and thither Diofrjfius^ the Tyrant of Sicily , fent 
a Poem of his own writing to be recited publickly, by 
Perfons hired for that Purpofe. From wheiu:e, fays 
Lucian [7], they reaped the Advantage of gaining at once 
the general Suffrages of all Greece ; every State having its 
Reprefentative, as it were, in that numerous and folemn 
Convention, and all who afiifled on thefe Occafions car- 
rying with them to their reipedtive Countries the Name 
^nd Reputation oi that Perfon, to whofe Glory the Coiyi- 
mon Seal of Greece^ if I may fo fpeak, had already been 

[6] Luciaa ia Herodoto, [7] Ibid, 
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fet at Ofyi^ia. By the Pleafare arifing from thefe Woiics 
Df Peace, and the Applanfes bcfiowed i^n them, the 
Minds of Men were infenfibly foffiened and diverted firom 
tiie Thoughts of War. Befidesi in fo nnmeroas an Af- 
fembly of the moftconfiderable Perfonsof Grwr/, there 
never could be wanting fome Patriots of Ability and Au^- 
thority to interpofe their friendly Offices, and incline the 
contending Parties to liflen to an Accommodation; as 
was once done by Gorgias, a celebrated JUfet$ncimi, who, 
having compofed an admirable Treatife upon the Snbje^ 
of Concord, read it publickly at O^wi^a to all the Gfv- 
dans, who were at th^t Time quarrelling among them^ 
felves. 

But befides die Relight^ Soletmdiy^ and the Gymtmfikk 
and Equijirian Games, Ipbitus alfo inHitfited a Fair [8], te» 
be held at Olym^a at the fame Time ; wjth a Vicw^ 
doubtlefs, of uniting the fevcral People of Greece fHIl dofer 
to each other, in a frieuidiy Intcrcourfe of mutual Com- 
merce, which can only flourifh in Times of Peacfe ; and 
which, by the many Advantages it brings along with it/ 
as well to the Fublick as to the particular Perfons en- 
gaged in the various Branches of Trade, naturally tends 
to call off the Attention of Mankind from War and Vio- 
lence, and, what perhaps is ftill worfe^ the ftupid and lazy 
Indolence of an uncivilized and favage Life, to the mor» 
pleafmg Methods of polifhing and enriching themfelvet 

[%\ VeU:ius Patcrc, L. v, 
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and their Countries, by caltivadng all the Bfefull Arts of 
Civil and Social Induiby. 

When the Grecians happened to be free fix>m thefe in- 
tefiine Diftraftions, to which they were too much fub- 
ytGtf their meeting together at Olympia every Fifth Year 
was highly beneficial to them upon other Accounts. For 
as they were, by their various Settlements on the Goafts of 
Jfoty and Jfrica, and in Europe^ difperfed and fcattered 
into very diftant Parts of Ae World, they had, at the Re- 
turn of the Olympick Feftival, an Opportunity of acquaint- 
ing themfelves exa^y with each other's Strength and 
Condition, by means either of the Candidates^ who came 
firom all Parts to contend for the Olympick Oli^ve^ or of 
the Deputies fent by eveiy Grecian City with Vi£lims and 
Ofierings to Olympian Jupiter, By the fame means alfo 
^ey might receive Information of any Danger, whicL 
feemed to threaten die whole Community of Greece, or 
thofe of their Brethren who were fettled on the Frontien, 
and expofed to the Attacks of their common and perpe- 
tual Foes ; whom, as well for DifHnfiion fake as out 6f 
Hatred and Contempt, they ftyled Barharians. Againft 
^efe, that is indeed, againft all the Nations that fur- 
rounded them, »id efpecially the Perfian, dieir neareft 
and moft formidable Enemy, it behoved them to be con- 
ftantly on their Guard, as all the Greek Inhabitants of 
Afia, whofe Number was -very eoniiderable, were in con- 
tinual and immediate Danger of being fwallowed up by 
thalP mighty Empire > and wkh their Sasf^ty that of their 

' European 
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European Brethren was fo clofely conne^led, that if the 
Banks, which kept the great Perjian Ocean within iti 
Bounds, fhould happen, for want of their Concurrence to 
ftrengthen and fupport them, to be once broken down, it 
was to be feared the Inundation would foon extend to 
Greece itfelf, properly fo called ; as they once experienced, 
to the great Hazard of the total Deflrudion of the whole 
Grecian Name, As their meeting therefore at Olympia 
furniftied them with an Opportunity of knowing their 
own Strength and Condition, as well as the Forces and 
Preparations of their common Enemies, fo were they en- 
abled by the fame means to provide in the moft elFedlual 
Manner for the general Security, by deliberating and 
confulting on the State of the Publick, ftrengthening the 
Union among themfelves, and mutually exhorting and 
encouraging each other, to guard and maintain their 
common Liberties, and in every Cafe to propoition the 
Defence to the Danger that threatened cither the whole, 
or any Part of the whole Community o{ Greece. Here too 
any particular State of Greecey that was opprefTed by a 
powerfull Fadtion of her own Citi?.ens, or by the In- 
vafion of a Sifter ^tate, might make her Complaints, and" 
plead her Caufe before the rell of licr Erethren, by whofe 
Interpofition fhe might be relieved from a Grievance, 
which her fingle Strength was not fufHcient to redrefs. 

As Oljmpia, from the Caufes before alFigned, grew xo 
be a Place of general Refort, Greece deri\^d from thence 
fome other Advantages, vyhich probably were not at firft 

forefeen ; 
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fcrcfeen, for in Procefi of Time Olympia became a kind 
rf publick Repofitory of, Hiftorical Monuments ; in 
which were kept» engraven upon Marble Columns, many 
folemn Treaties made between particular States oi Greece^ 
and there recorded as lafting Witnefles againft thofe 
who fliould infringe them : many Memorials of fingular 
and remarkable Events^ as well as of great and illuftrious 
Actions, were there ejdiibited in Trophies, Votive Statues, 
and other rich Donations, eftimated at the tenth Part of 
the Value of the Spoils, and fometimes even Part of the 
Spoils themfelves taken from the Enemy, consecrated 
chiefly to Olympian JupHir^ and accompanied with In- 
fcriptions, in which the feveral Events that gave Oc- 
cafion to them were fpecified, and the Names of the par* 
ticnlar States, and principal Perfons concerned, were de* 
livered down to Pofterity. In Olympia alfo, as in the 
chief Seat and Reiidence of Fame, if I may fo fpeafc, 
were eredled Statues in Honour of many eminent and il* 
lofbious Men $ of moft of which the Reader may find a 
particular Account in the Fifth and Sixth Books of Pau* 
famaSf to which I refer him, as it would be too tedious to 
enumerate them in this Place. By thefe publick Monu- 
ments every Grecian^ who reforted to Olympia, was in- 
fbudled in many great Points of Hiftory, relating as well 
to his own particular Country as to Greece in general ; 
xeminded of the glorious Exploits of hjs Anceftors and 
Countrymen, and excited to imitate their Virtues, in 
Jkopes of acquirmg one Day the like Honour to himfelf 
Vol. II. * S ^ 
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and his Country. And by thefc even Foreigners Wtt^ 
induced to entertain a very high dpiniofi of a I^eople^- 
aifaong whom they fbund fo many Inftances of Merit of 
every kind, and fo generous and general a Diipofitioti to 
preferve the Memory and Luftre of worthy Men, to fcrve 
as Examplfe8«and Encouragements to After-Age$. 

Thefe were fomc of Ae principal Advantages (fori 
do not pretend t6 hive confidered ail) accruing to Graa 
from the Inflitution of the Olympick Games ; which, tho* 
they were for above a thoufand Year^ ib highly rbvt- 
renced by the Grecians, and are fo frequently alldded Xx^ 
by all the Greek,, and by many Rofnan Authors,, ard yet 
but imperfe£lly known even to Men of Learning ; and 
have never, that I know of, been placed in the Light iv 
wiiich I have confidered them. A Lights by which,. I 
flatter myfelf, they Will now appear to have been cfta- 
blUhed upon great Political Views ; to have had a con- 
fiderable Influence upon the Manners and Morals of the 
Creeby and confequently to deferve the Notice of all 
^ofcjwho, for the fake of Knowledge and Improvement, 
read the Writings and Hiftoiy of diat great People, {(> 
abounding in Philofophers and Legiflators. 

The other 7hree /acred Games , namely, the Pythian, ^i- 
man, and Nemean, were of the fame kind, and cOnfifted 
of the fame kind of Exercifes ; to which were added^ ia 
the Pythian Games, and perhaps in the others. Poetical 
sad Mufical Contefis ; and in them, as alfo at Oiymfia, 
^tOrHtraldf or Cryers, and Trumpeters, were admitted to 

contend 
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contend with each other, though I cannot find that thefa 
laft mentioned Contelb were exhibited in the Stadium ; 
at leaft not at Olymfia, where there was a Place appro- 
priated to them, and where it feems to me that the Con^ 
qturors did not receive a Crvwn ; for which Reafon I did 
not think proper to mention them before. 

From what has been faid of the Utility of the Olympick 
Games f we may draw this general Inference : 

That even the Sports and Diverjions of a People may be 
lamed to the Advantage of the Publick. Or rather. 

That a wife and prudent Governor of a State may dif- 
jtofe the People to fuch Sports and Diverfions, as may 
render them more ferviceable to the Publick i and that 
by impartially beftowing a few honorary Prizes upon thofe, 
whofhould be found to excell in any Qmtefi he fhall think 
proper to appoint, he may excite in the Hufbandman^ 
the Manufa£hirer, and the Mechanick, as well as in the 
Soldier, and the Sailor, and Men of fuperior Orders and 
Profeffions, fuch an Emulation, as- may tend to promote 
Induffay, encourage Trade, improve the Knowledge and 
Wifdom of Mankind, and confequendy make his Coun* 
try victorious in War, and in Peace opulent, virtuous, 
and happy. 
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A 

DIALOGUE of PLATO, 

ARGUMENT. 

XSis fitce efFhtO, though sntkkd a Didogue, e9r0s ehiefy, 
if an Oration^ to •which theDiakgui nvas iutended tofewe 
mdyfor an hiroiuJEHon or Vehicle ; and is accordingly fvery 
Jhort* The SuhjeB of this Oration is the Commemoration tf 
all thofe Atheniana^ luho^from the Beginning of the Com- 
mppwealth to the Time ofFiaXOg had died in the Service of 
iheir Country;, a SuljeB that takes in fi confderahle a 
Portion of the Hijlofy of Athens, that 1 rather chufe to re* 
fer the Reader to thofe Authors nvho have treated at large of 
the Tran/a^ions of that State^ than to fit down the federal 
E*vents here aUudid tOy in Notesy ^whichnuouldfoon fwel! to a 
hulk much larger than the Oration itfelf. It may not however 
he improper to premife ajhort Account of the Cuflom^ *whicb 
gave hirth to this and many other Orations ^ fpoken hy fomg 
of the greateft Orators ^Athens i asfuch an Account may 
Und to put the Reader into a proper Situation of Mind to 
judp of th0 BimtHcs and Blemi/bes rftbisfamm Pahegy^ 
S 7 rickf 
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rid, hy kadtng bimas it were to Athens, iuui making him 
§ne of the AudUnct, ^ake it therefon in the Words of 
Thucydides thus troHflaiti. 
f^h the fame Winter [namely, in the firft Year of die Felo^ 
** ponnejian War] the Athenians, in obedience to the Laws 
** of their Countfy, firformed^ at the pubUck Expence, the 
** Obftqmes oftbofe Gtizens, whofrfiUfi their Id^es in this 
^* War : the Manner tf which is as follows* ^hree Daj^s 
•* before that appointed for the Funeral, they erea a Fa^ 
•* *viUon, underneath which they lay out the Bows of tht 
*^ Deceafed, allowing to their rej^i'ue Friends and Re^ 
•* lotions the Liberty of brining nvhatever they jm^e pro^ 
** per to add, by wof of JheFwing their particular Concern or 
** Regard for tbofe who belonged to them. On the Day of 
*' the Interment there are brought in Waggons (or Herfes) 
*^ fo martf Chefs (or Coffins) made ofCyprefs, one for every 
** l^ribe, in which are put the Bones of the Deceafed^^gach 
'* Man accorcUng to his Tribe. Bejides thefe there is an 
** empty Bier, properly covered in Honour of thofi, nuhofe Bo^ 
*' dies could not be found and brought awa^ in order for 
*' their Interment, In thefunertd Proceffion ivhofoever is 
** £fpofedy whether he he a Citizen or a Foreigner, has leanje 
** to march, together with the female Kindred of the De- 
** ceafed, who ajjiji at the Sepulchre, making great Lamen-^ 
** tations. After this they depofite the Bones in the publici 
*' Cosmetery, <which isjituated in the moft heautifuU Subwt 
*' of the Gty ; and here they have alivays been accufiomedr 
V tftfy Mwhofcdlin Battle, tbofe only excepted, who wei-9 

" Jlain 
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*^ JlcAn at Marathon, to njohomy as to Men of £JlingmJhed 
** atid uncommon Virtue y thiy performed their Obfequies in 
** the 'very Place 'where they loft their Lives, Asfoon as 
** the Remains are buried in the Ground, fome Athenian, 
** eminent as luell for his Wtfdom as his Digfuty, is ap' 
" pointed by the State to pronounce afmtable Oration in bo' 
** nour of the Dead, Afier tuhich the *wbole Compasff de- 
** part. This is the Manner , in nuhich the Athenians fer- 
*^ form the Funerals of thofe *who are fain in Battle, and 
*' this Cuftomthey conftantly obfer<ve in every War, as often 
'* as the Cafe happens, in conformity to a Lofw ttta&edfor 
" that purpofe'^ 
from this Account, and fome other Particulars mentioned in the 
enfinng Oration, it is evident thai theft Publick Funerals 
n^^ere performed ivith great PoTnp and Solemnity by the nvhoie 
Body of the Athenian People ; to vuhom therefore, conftdered 
upon this Occafion under tvoo Heads, namely, as Citizens of 
Athens, and as "Relations and Friends of the Deceafed, the 
Orator <was in reafon obliged to accommodate his Difcourfe : 
nvhichfrom hence he ijucls under a necejjity of dividing like* 
vnfe into tvoo Heads, Under the frft he vuas to apply him-' 
felfto the Citizens of Athens in general; under thefecond^ 
to the Parents, Children, and Kindred of the Deceafed in 
particular. For the Topicks proper to be injtfledupou under 
thefe tvjo Heads, he vjas left at liberty tofeleS fuch as he 
judged moftfuitable to the Occafion on vihichbevjastojpeak. 
The Occafon ivas folemn and moumfuU, Confolatories 
therefore *wer-e to be ddminiftered as vMto the Puhlltk, as to 
c Adivi^ 
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Jbidiwbab, win wen tber$ conn together to perfwm ih§ 
iajt Ojjias to their Fellow-Gtizem and Relations. To the 
Fublick no Tefkk of Confolation could he Jo effeSualas that^ 
muhich hy fitting before them the Glory and Jdimntages ac- 
€rmng to the Commonwealth from the Actions of thofe brave 
Citizens who hadlofi their laves in the Service of their 
'CoMntfy, tended to call off" their Attention from the Calamity ^ 
njohicb they were then ajjembledto commemorate. And this 
fTofick nvas very naturally fuggefied to the Orator by the 
many fublici Monuments ere^ed in honour oftho/e, vjho had 
fallen in Battle, and feat tered up and down the Place where 
he was to pronounce his Oration. PlatQ accordingly made 
choice of this Topick ; and hath dwelt t^on it with e^ual 
Judgment and Eloquence through the greater part of the fol- 
lowing PanegyricL But while I commend his Eloquence and 
Judgment in managing this SubjeSty I think it necejfary to 
frofefs that I cannot altogether approve of his Manner of in- 
troducing it. What he fays about the Athenians ipringing 
originally out of the Earth, the veiy Land in which 
they dwelt, &c. is far-fetched^ unphikfophicaly andabfurd\ 
mnd can only be defended by the fame kind of Plea with thai 
made ufe of by Paufanias, a great ColleQor of popular 
Legends and Fables ^ in excufeoffome G redan Antiquaries ; 
** ^hey are not ignorant (fays he) that many things, which 
" they relate 9 are far from being agreeable to Truth : they 
** think themfelves however obliged to relate them ; fince it 
'* is no eafy matter to prevail upon the Multitude to admit 
5' Opinions cotttrary to thofe which they have edrea^ re^ 

Vceived:i 
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*^ i« W." 7be PecfU of Athens ^ifitrt f9 ftmify ^mn qf 
ibis imaginary Original as toftyk thm^/ihii A»ToxJftoi'i^» 
that iSf horn of the Soil wUcb they iMhabittdt mdTMvytu 
Graihoppers ; *wbicb Inji& was hy thorn imaffsudto bo 
generated of the Earth. Accorfingly fom old Mm among 
the Atbexdans^ as nue ham from Thuqrdid^, nutro ac- 
fufiomedtQ nuear upon thoir Heads the Fifffre^frnGrq/hop- 
fer in Gold: an emUmatital Ornament dmotmgf accenUng 
to the wulgar Ofiniou, their Earthly Original. 
J'he remaining Part: of tUsfirfi I^fmfian eontmm an artfull and 
Moble Panegyrick in honour rf the S^ate and PeefU of 
Athens; n^Ucb (feme dm Mbmpmu baag jm/ifd$ t^ the 
Partiality of the Orator for bis natisoiCemU^) evidently 
froves, 'what indeed wU appear toasyone <wbo ^ftientfvefy ' 
examines the Grecian Hifoty, that the Aihemsms weM 
unquefionably thefirfi and greateft People of Greece. 
^be fecond Party in ^which the Orator euldrejfes bimfelfto thi 
Relations of the Deceafed^ is as heautifull aPiece of Oratory^ 
as is to be met with in aUJntiqmty. IJball not here fore- 
fiedl the Reader's Judgment or Pleafure by pointing out the 
particular Paffages ^worthy of Admiration, ^ey are fo 
firiking that he cannot fail taking notice of them i and the 
more tbtf furprize^ the more they rwillpleafe. IJhaU onfy 
beg UoFue to inform him that it tuas principally for the fake 
rftbis latter Part that I tranflated the 'whole Oration, fivitb 
a virw 'of adding to the noble and rational Entertainments 
ef a Perfouy njubom I Jhall enter honour and lament , and 
mboje admkabk Judgment ^ and e9cqmfit€ Tafie, the genuino 

PreduSi 
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know, are now making to celebrate their Obfeqnies at 
the puhlidt Exp«ace. Sec. Very true. Pray, wk>m 
have they choifen ? Men, No body as yet. They have 
adjourned that Confideration till to-morrow : but I fup- 
pofe either Dion or Jrclfinus wiil be appointed. Soc. 
Svace, Menexiftus, it mufl needs be a £ne thing for a Man 
to die in Battle ; for^ be he ever To pocM- and inconfider- 
able, he will have the good Fortune at leaft to be buried 
with Pomp and Splendor, and to have his Praifes fet forth 
by wife and/ingenious Men; not in crude and extem- 
porary Pancgyricks, but in Difcouries well confidered and 
prepared Ibr a long time before. And indeed ft> magni- 
iice&t» fo cdptoas, and even exuberant upon every Topick, 
and fo beautifully variegated with feie Names and Words 
art the Panegyricks which our Orators give us upon diefe 
Occaiions^ that they as it were bewitch our Souls ; and 
what with the Encomiums, which they fo plentifully pour 
out upon the City, upon Thofc who have at any time 
died in Battle, upon the whole Series of our Anceftors, 
even to the remoteft Ages, and what with thofe which 
they beftow upon the Audience, I myfelf, Menexenus, have 
often been animated with a generous Pride, and liftening 
in a kind of Extafy to their Flatteries, have for the Time 
imagined myfelf grown greater, more noble, and more 
iUuftrious, and have fancied not only that I myfelf ap- 
peared more confiderable in the Eyes of thofe Strangers, 
who at any time accompanied me upon thofe Occafions, 
but that tibey alfo were affeifted in the fame Manner ; and 

faadtd 
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jjfarfuaded by the Orator to look upon me and Attens witK 
more Admiration than before. And thb Senfe of mjr 
Own Digriity and Importance hath often remained ttpoH 
me for more than three Days. Nay, with fo powerful a 
Charm hath the Difcourfe and even the Voice' of the 
Speaker funk into my Ears, that for four or five Days 1 
have fcarce been able to recoUeft m)rfelf, or know in wha( 
Part of the World I was ; but imagined myfdf fometimte 
an Inhabitant of the Fortunate IJlands. So dextrous am 
our Orators ! Men, Socrates ^ you are always rallying 
the Orators. However, I am afraid the Perfon they ihall 
now pitch upon, will not come off fo wdl ; fbf as he will 
be appointed on a fudden, he will be neceffitatedto Q>eak 
without any Preparation. &o€. How fo, my good 

Friend ? This fort of People have Orations always ready 
prepared. Beiides, it is no difficult matter to fpeak ex^^ 
timpore upon fuch Topicks. Was a Man required to ce- 
kbrate the Praifes of the Atbemans in an Affembly of /V 
hpomtejiaas, or of the Fehponnefians ki an AfTembly tXAtbi' 
Tuans, he muft be an excellent Orator indeed to gain the 
Afient and Approbation of his Auditory. But when a 
Man is to perform before an Audience, whofe Praifes zxtr 
the Snbje£l of his Difcourfe, it feems to be no difficult 
Matter to make a good Speech* Men. Is that your 
O^vt^tifSocratesf Soc. Iproteftitis. Men, Do 
you believe that you yourfelf ihould be able to make a 
Speech, fuppoiing the Senate ihould nominate you? 
ioc, i£ I IbonM^ Minexems, it wodd be nQ great Wondeiv 

confidering 
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confidering I have been inftrudled by a Mlfbefs^ who is (b 
^ from being contemptible in Rhetorick, that fhe hath 
made many good Orators, one in particular who excelled 
all the Greeks^ Pericles the Son oi Xantbippus, iden. 
What Miihrefsdo you 4>eak of? I fuppofe you mean A/"" 
fafia. [i] 5af. I mean Her, and Connus the Son of 
tdetfMus alfo. For thefe Two are my Mafta^: He in 

[t] Soc. 1 mean Her and Cannut ^^ For tbefe Two were my Mg" 
fiers i He in Mufick, and She in Rbetorick,'] AJfaJia^ the lady to whom 
Socrates gives the Honour of the enfuing Oration, as well as of that 
fpoken formerly by Pericles oli the like Occafion, was born at Miletut, 
snd was indeed in great Favour with Pericles, as may be ieen in Pbtt^ 
torch. What is here faid of her having inftrufbed Pericles^ and many 
other good Orators befides Socrates, in Rhetorick, whether ftn€tly true 
•r not, ihews at leaft that /he had as great a Reputation for Wit, as for 
Beauty. But it appears firom this Paflage, that Rhetorick, which ig 
the /irt of Compojition, was not, in the Opinion of the Athenians, aloaft 
iufficlent to make a complete Orator ; Mufick, which, as far as it re^ 
lates to Oratory, and whenever it is put in contradiftinftion to Rhetorick 
(as in this Paflage) can only mean an harmonious Pronunciation, or a me» 
l^jous Modulation of the Voice \ Mufick, I fay, in the Senfe now men- 
tioned, was likewife deemed a Science neceflarj' to be learnt by all, who. 
intended to fpeak in publick. And hence I am confirmed in an Opi- 
nion, which I have entertained many Years, and in which I find I am 
not fingle, njix. That Accents were originally mujical Notes fet over 
Words fo direft the fcveral Tones and Inflexions of the Voice requifite 
to give the whole Sentence its proper Harmony and Cadence. The 
Names of the Greek Accents, 6Jt/V> /^«^«*<» 'Brs^irrrdfAtv^* acute, grave, 
and circumflex, fpeak their mufical Origin, and correfpond exa£Uy ta 
three Terms madeufe of in our modern Mufick, namely. Sharp, Flat^ 
and a Grave, called the Turn, confilling, like the Circumflex, of ^fharp 
and a/af Note. I /hall not here enter into the Queftion concerninf 
the Antiquity of Accents, which many learned Men take to be of mo* 
4iBni Invention -, though if they were ufed for xouiical Marks, as I am 
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Mhficky She in Rhctoricki That a Man thus educated 
(hould be a good Speaker is not very furprizingi fince it is 
not impoffible even for a Schdar of Lamfrius or Aiaiphon^ 
who either for Mufick or Rhetcrfick are much inferior ta 
my Matters j I fay, it is not impoffible even for fbch an 
one to gain the good Opinion of the Athenians ^ when he 
makes their Praifes the Theme of his Oration. Men. And 

perfoaded they were, they were probably a§ ancient as the Applkatioa 
^ that Science, from whence they were borrowed to form a right Pro* 
auDciation and harmonious Cadence $ which was as ancient at leaft aa 
the Time of Plato. It is no wonder, however, that many old Manu« 
ieripts and Infcriptions are found without Accents : As they werein* 
tended folely for the Inftmdion of thoie, who were defirous of readii^ 
and fpeaking properly, they were, in all likelihood, made ufe of only hy 
Maflers of Mufick in the Leflbns which they gave their Schohrs upon 
Fromtnciation. Neither is it furprifing that the ancient Gretki /hould 
defcend to fuch minute Niceties in forming their Orators, when it ia 
coiifidered that Oratory, from its great Ufe and Importance in their pub* 
Mck Aflemblies, wayin the higheft EAeem among them, and carried by 
them to its utmoft Perfection. 

From what has been iaid I am induced to beg leave to make an Ob* 
iervation or two. i. From not underftanding, or not attending to the 
original and right Ufe of Accents in the Grtek^ however tranixnitted 
down to theie Times, has aiiien one of the grofleft Perverfions and 
Abnfes, that Ignorance or Barbarifin itfelf could poffibly have intro* 
dnced into any Language j and that is, Reading by Accent, as it is cal* 
kd, and pradiied in moft of the Schools (Eaton excepted) and in the 
yniverfities of this Kbgdom, not to iay of all Europe. For by this Me* 
tliod of reading, in which no Regard is paid to the long or ihort 
Vowels or Diphthongs the natural S^uantity of the Words is overturned | 
and the Poets, who never wrote, and indeed arc never read^ and can ne- 
ver be read, by Jlectnt, muft be fiippoftd to have meafured the Langos^ 
by a Rule different from that followed by the Whten and Speakers in 
ProTe, that ii^ all the xcft of tfieir CoqntElxncn j which indeed is an 
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^ray what would you fay, were yoo to Q)eak ? ft^ 
From my own Stock perhaps Ihtle or nothing. Bnt yefler* 
day I heard A/Mfi^ pronounce a Funeral Oration npon the 
8nbje£k of thefe very Pcrfons'; for (he had juft heard, what 
you tcU mc> Aat the AthtKiam were ^ing to chafe v^ 
Orator for the Occaikm : upon which fhe iinmediatri|y' 
f$B over to me the Topicks, that were proper to be in- 
filled upon s and what ihe had formerly made ufe of^. 
when ihe compofed the Funeral Oradoo ^ken l^ Pm^ 
iks ; out of the Sorapft of which, I imagine, iha patched 

AbAirdity too great to be fuppofed | and tHetcfore, I tmngUi^ it wiH 
Ipt be pretended that th* ajodent Greiis fp6k% hy Accent t if thit 
tbeitfbre be an Abfufdity too great to be charged upon the indent 
Cmks, why (hould it be impofcd upon thofe who now ftudy that littb. 
fttage, and who, by this Method, are obliged, when they read PQd|y> 
to negleft the Accent, and when they read Profe, to difrcgard the Qvi»» 
tity : which is to make two Languages of one. Much more might be 
faid againft this prepoilerous Ufagc of Accents, which feems to me to 
have arifen at firft from the Ignorance and Idlencis of School-mafters, 
who not knowing the true Quantity of the Words, and not caring to 
acquaint themfelves with it, took the Aort and eafy Way of dii«diog 
themfehres and their Schobrs by thofe Marks which they law placed 
over certain Syllables. Thefe they took for their Guides in reading 
Profe, though in Poetry, as has been faid, they were neceifitatcd to ok- 
fervc a different Rule, w«. the Meafure of the Verfe, where knows, 
as that of Hexameters j lamhicksy Anapajky Sec. but in the great Variety 
of Meafures made ufe of by Pindar, and the Dramatick Writers, they, 
were iUll at a hh, and therefore, in reading thole Odes were obl%ed to 
have rccourfe to Accents, to the utter Subverfion of all Quantity and ' 
Harmony. If it /hould be thought worth the while to coireA this iQU 
terate Abufe in our Schools and Seminaries of Learning, it may be pra» 
per either to print fuch Books^ as are put into the Hands of young Be- 
lters, without Accepts, Qt to fub^tute ia their flead fuch Marks a» 
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tip tUs Difcoorfe. Men. Can you remember what i(ke 
fiiid i Soc. Elfe I fliould be mtich to blame, for fhe 
took the pains to teach it me herfelf ; and refrelhed my 
Memoiy with a few Boxes on the Ear, whenever I forget 
any thing. Men. What then hinders your repeating 

najkvFe to ihew the Q^Antity of tix fetcrd SyHi&let: to which tU 
IwovAd recommend to all faturt CompUars of Lexicons and Grammars^ 
to mirk, after the Example of many Latin Lexicographers, the Quaii- 
tMet of all tlie SyilaUes; nntfly of Which are rahicible to pneni 
IMm, and others nay U diibweftd md aicertabfed by cifefbUy cofli« 
paring the correfpondeit Meafureg of the Strophe, Aadftrophe^ £pode> 
&c. in the Greek Ode. 

The fectmd Ohftnratioii I htfve to make fhOl h$ teiy ftoft, fteoitift 
it has been made many Years ago, particularly by the learned and Inge- 
nioas Authors of the SpeSidtors, It is very furprifing, that in this our 
Nation, fo famed for Good Senfe and Learnmg, and where Oratory is 
appfied to fiicfa intettftfalg and htpnortant Strbjeds, as are. treated of in 
PaslMtment, in the Courts of JtiAke, and in the Pulpit, fo fittle, I had 
ah&oft iaid, no Attention ihould be paid to the forming a proper, at 
leafb, if not a graceful Manner of Speddng in thofe who, either by 
tkeir Birt& and Fortune^ or by thdr Prefcffion^ are defined to fpeak ill 
pttblick. In Greect we fee ajuft and harmonious Pronunciation wat 
t««ight by profefled Mafiers, and Socrates hlmielf did not difdain to 
iMttit. Why tfaerc^fluHilditaot le ttught atkdftinoiirgreat 
Sckods and Univerfities, in which £o many Noblemen and Gentlemen 
receive fcheir Educatiop ? Queen Anne, as I have been informed, was 
taogllft to read and ^eak graceA»Ily by Mr Benerton | and ttietbmlES Ic 
w^d be no improper aor unprofitable Employment for an Mor, who 
had gained a Reputation for /peaking wtil, to fet up an Academy for 
teite&itog yvung Oentlemeii to Read and Speak with Propriety and 
QfiKe. This ExampIjBy which I don't in the leaft doubt would meet 
with great £ncourageme|it, might put others upon the like Defign ^ 
and in Time farmih us with Maftcrs in a Sdesce, without which the 
biQft 'written Cempofillobs, when Mad or fpoken, Iqfe all tbdr Spirit 
ami. Grase, aad appai^ l^tp^uid aja4 iQfipl<l* 

T2 it? 
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it? Soc. Poffibly xtLj Miftrefi will be offended, xTf 
snake her Difcourfes publick. Mtm. Not in the leaft, 
I dare fay : However, Socrates^ oblige me fo far as to 
^ak what J/fafia faid, if you pleafe,i or any thing elfe^ 
no matter what, fo you will but ^eak» Soc. But you 
will laugh at me perhaps for playing the Pool in my Old 
age. A&v. Not at ail, Socrates : Speak, I intreat yon^ 
hjr aiH means. Soc. Well : I find I mud gratify you^ 
though you fhould even order me to fall a dancing. Be-^ 
fides, we are alone. Attend then. She came diredUy to 
the Point, and began her Oration, as I remember, with- 
nentioning the Deceafed, in the following Manner :. 



WH ATE V E R was requifite to be done for thefe 
brave Men, hath been performed on our Part : They 
have received their Dues, and are now proceeding on 
their fated Jcumeyj difmifled with thefe publick Hon- 
Cufs paid to them as well by the whole State, as by 
their own Families and Friends. But to make thefe 
Honours complete, fomething remains to be /aid; 
which not only the Laws require to be rendered to 
them, but Reafon alfo. For an eloquent and well 
Ipoken Oration imprefles. on the Mind, of the Au- 
dience a lafting Admiration of great and virtuous 
Anions. But the prefent Occafion demands an 
Oration of a particular kind *, an Oration that may 

at 
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at one and the fame time do Jullice to the De^d > 
animate and foothe the Living ; excite the Children 
and Brethren of the Deceafed to an Imitation of 
their Virtues ; and adminifter Comfort to the Fa- 
thers and the Mothers, and whoever of their remoter 
Anceftors are yet alive. And where fhall we find 
an Orator equal to fuch a Ta(k ? or with what To- 
pick fhall we begin the Praifes of thofe brave Men, 
who when living made their Friends happy by their 
Virtues, and with their Deaths purchafed the Safety 
rf all, who now furvrv? ? 

As They were in fome meafure indebted to Na- 
ture for their Virtue, it is in my Opinion neceffary 
to begin their Panegyrick with an Account of their 
Original : For that they were virtuous was owing to 
their being fprung of virtuous Anceftors. Let us 
then celebrate, in the firft Place, their noble Birth; in 
the fecond, their Nurture and Education ; and afters- 
wards, by exhibiting their A£Uons to view, make it 
appear that thefe alfo were virtuous, and fuch as cor- 
refponded to all thofe Advantages. Firft then, as to 
the Nobility of their Dcfcent : They are fprung frcun 
a Race of Anceftors, not adventitious, not tranf- 
planted from I know not where, but Natives of the 
Soil, dwelling and living really and properly in their 
own Country j niirfed, not like other Nations, by a 

T 3 Step- 
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Step-mother, but a Parent, the very Land whic 
they inhabited ; in which they now lye buried ; th 
Soil which bred, which nurfed them, and which, ; 
her own, has again received thiem into her Bofbn 
It is highly reafonable therefore to bcftow feme Ex 
comiums on this Mother; and the rather, becau: 
the Nobility of thefe her Children will at the fam 
Time, and in the fame Proportion, be illuftratedau 
adorned. This Country indeed deferves to be cel( 
brated by all Mankind, not only by us her Cbildjrei 
and that upon many accounts ; but principally bi 
caufe (he is a Favourite of Heaven, of which d 
Rivalry of the Gods, who contended for her, and.tl: 
Decifion that followed thereupon, is a clear Ev 
dence. And how can any Mortal reafonably pn 
tend to refufe Praife to that Country, which the Go< 
have vouchfafed to honour? Another Topick < 
Panegyrick is this, That at the very Time when tl 
Earth bred and produced Animals of all kinds hot 
wild and tame. This Country of ours preferved hi 
Purity ; refufed to bring forth favage Beafts ; ar 
among all Animals chofe to produce Man only, wl 
furpafles the reft in Underftanding ; and who alor 
h.ith inftitutcd Laws for the Obfervation of Juftici 
aiul the Worfhip of the Gods. To confirm whj 
1 here advance, that this Earth is the genuine Parei 
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ef our Forefathers, I muft ohkrre^ that every Thing 
that brings forth is provided with Nourifhment for 
what it has produced j and that a Woman is proved 
to be really and in fad a Mother, from her being fup- 
plied with native Fountains of Nouriftment for the 
Suftenance of the Child. The like fubftantial Evi-^ 
dence of her having brought forth Man, hath this 
tmr Country and Mother 1 for (he alone at the fame 
time, and fhe iirft produced the ufeful Grain of 
Wheat and Barley, the proper and the beft F*ood oJF 
Man ; fo that it is evident flie Was the Parent of this 
•Species of Animals ; and to her thefe Proofs hold 
tnore ftrongly than to a Woman. For this great 
Mother did not moft certainly in breeding and pro« 
dudng copy after her Daughters, but Th^ after 
her : Neither did (he grudge the World thefe her 
Fruits, but generoufly difpenfed • them to other Na- 
tions. For her Children (he in the next place 
f>rought forth the Olive, the Support of Toil ; and 
after flie had thus nonrifhed and reared them up to 
Manhood, Ihe brought them Deities for their Go- 
vemours and Inftru^rs ; whofe Names it is unne* 
ceffiuy to mention in this Place. We all know who 
fomifhed us with the Neceflaries and Securities of 
Life ; who inftni£led us in the Arts requiiite for our 
daily Supports who g^ve us, and who taught us the 
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life of Arms, for the Defence of our Country. Our 
Anceftors thus bom, and thus brought up, framed a 
Government, of which it may not be improper to 
fpeak a few Words. For Government is the Nuric 
of Men; a good one, of virtuous Men, a bad one^ 
of wicked Men. That thofe who went before us 
were educated under a good Government, is necef-* 
fary to ihcw ; for indeed it was owing to the Advan- 
tage of bebg bred under a good Government that 
both they and their Defendants, the Fathers of th^ 
Deceafed, became virtuous. The Form of Govern- 
ment then was, as it now is, an [i] Ariftocracy: 
Under this Form of Government we ftill Uve» and 
for the moft part have done fo from that Time to 
this. Let others call it a Democracy^ or by what 
Name they pleafe : It is in truth an Ariftocracy found- 
ed on the Good-will of the People. We have al- 
ways had Magiftrates invefted with kingly Power, 
^Ibme of whom were hereditary, others ele£Uve : but 
the People were generally the moft powerful, an(| 

[i] Ariftocracy^ in its primary und original Signifi- 
cntion, imports a Government lodged in the Hands of 
the hefty i.e. the moil: virtuous Men, though, in the Senie 
now commonly put upon it, it 4|tA0tes a Government 
lodged in the Nobility. Thus we fay of the State of 
Veniciy that it is an Ariftocracy. Plato here takes it in 
the firft Senfc ; how property I will not determine. 

tS^r^ 
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diey always beftowed the Authority and Power of 
the State upon thofe, whom they judged moft worthy. 
No Man was excluded for the Meannefs, the Ob- 
fcurity, or the Poverty of his Family ; nor advanced 
for the contrary Qualifications of his Anceftors, as is 
praSifed in other States. Their Choice was limited 
to one Point. Whoever was efteemed to be wife 
and good, he had the Authority, and he the Power;^ 
The Caufe of this equal Government among us, 
was the Equality of our Original. For other States 
are compofed of Men of every Country, and of dif- 
ferent Extractions ; whence their Governments are 
unequal; Tyrannies or Oligarchies ; in which one 
Part of the People look upon the other as their 
Slaves, and They upon Them as their Mafters. 
But we, who are all Brethren, born of one and the 
fame Parent, difdainto be the Slaves or the Lords of 
one another. On the contrary, the natural Equality 
of oy^ Births compelled us to feek after a legal Equa-» 
lity in our Government ; and forbade us to yield 
any Subjection among ourfelves, excepting only to 
the Wife and Virtuous. Hence it came to pafs that 
all our Anceftors, the Fathers of the Deceafed, and 
they themfelves, being thus nobly bom, thus nurfed 
qp in Liberty, exhibited in all their Conduct, as well 
priv^tje ^s publick, a number of great and glorious 

Anions 
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A&ioas for the Service of Mankind ; thinking it th^ 
Duty as well to proteA Grecians againfl GncianSy as 
to maintain the general Liberty of Greue againft all 
fiurdgn Invaders* How they repelled die Invafions 
of Eumalpus^ of the Amasunsy and of other Enemies 
before them^ and in what manner they defended the 
Argivts againft the ThthanSy and the Htrw&dit 
againft the Jrghes ; the Time will not permit me 
fuUy to relate : befides, their Virtues having been 
finely celebrated by the Poets in their melodious 
Soogsy the World hath already been made acquaint* 
cd with them ; fo that we (hould but difgrace our* 
mTes in attempting the fiune Subje^ in fimplePttfe. 
For diefe Reafonsy therefore, I think proper to pais 
over thefe Matters. Juftice hath been done to their 
Merits. But I think myfelf obliged to recall the 
Memory of thofe Exploits, which, worthy as they 
were, the Poets have not thought worthy of their 
Notice, and which are now almoft buried in Obli- 
vion; that by fctting forth the Praifes of the great 
Men who performed them, I may woo the Poets to 
admit them into their Songs and Verfcs. The chief 
of thefe are the Aftions of our Forefathers, the Chil- 
dren of this Soil, who held the Hands of thofe Lords 
of JJia^ the Ptrftans^ when they attempted to enflave 
Enr^pii whofe Virtue therefore in the firft place de- 

fcrves 
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ferves to be commemoratijed, and to be pralfed. To 
give their Merits its proper Luftre, we ought to take 
a View of it in that Period of Time, when all Afta 
was in Subjection to the third King of the Perfian 
Race. The firft of thefe was Cyrus^ ^o by bb own 
great Abilities freed his Countrymen, the ' Perjians^ 
enflaved the Medes his Mafters, and brought under 
his Dominion the reft of Afia^ as far as Mgypt. Hk 
Son fubdued Mgypty and as much of Libya as was 
acceffible, by his Arms. Darius^ the third King, 
extended the Limits of his Empire by his Land 
Forces as far as Scytbia^ and by his Fleets made 
himfelf Mafter of the Sea, and of the Iflands^ inib- 
much that no one durft ftand up in Oppofition to hint^ 
The very Opinions, of all Mankind feem to have 
been fubdued : fo many, fo powerful!, aad fo war- 
like were the Nations, which were bowed to the 
Pirfiam Yoke. This Darius accuiii^ us and the 
Entrians of an Attempt vfoa Sardisj made that a 
Pretence foi fending an Army of Five hundred thou- 
fand Men on board his Ships and Tranfports, and a 
Fleet of Three hundred Sail, over which he appoint- 
ed Datii to be Genera], ordering him, under the 
Forfeiture of bis Head, to bring back the Erttriant 
and Atbcttians captive. Datis failing to Er^tria^ 
againft a Natioiii which of all the Grids bad at tha|; 
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time the grcatcft Reputation for Valour, and was 
moreover very numerous, fubdued them in three 
Days ; and that none of them might efcape, he took 
this Method of fearching the whole Ifland, Caufing 
his Troops to march to the utmoft Limits of the 
Eriiriansj and extend themfelves from Sea to Sea, 
be ordered them to join their Hands, and fweep the 
Country, that he might be able to aflure the King, 
Aat not a Man had efcaped him. With the like 
Defignhe pafled from Bretria to Marathon^vmaa^^ 
ing he had nothing to do but to clap the fiune in- 
stable Yoke upon the Neck of the Athadans^ and 
cany them off as he had done the Eretrians. Dur- 
ing thcfe TranfaSions, part of which were accom* 
gifted, and part yet in Execution, no Nation of Ac 
Greeh offered to ftrr to the Afliftance either of the 
Eretrians or the Athenians^ except the Lacedamo-^ 
mdnsy and they did not join us till the Day after the 
Battle. The reft, ftruck with Terror, and prefer- . 
ring their prefent Safety, kept quiet at home. By 
thJs one may form a Judgment of the Bravery of thofe 
Men, who received the Attack of the Barbarians at 
Marathon^ chaftifed the Arrogance of jffta^ and were 
the firft who ereftcd Trophies for their Vi6h)ry over 
a barbarous Enemy ; by their Example inftrufting 
others that the Power of Ptrjiayn& not invincible \ 
2 and 
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and that Wealth and Numbers muft yield to virtue* 
I call thefe Men, therefore, not only our naturalp 
but our civil Fathers alfo, the Fathers of our Liberty^ 
and of the Liberty of all Europe. For the Grecians^ 
furveying this Day's Work, were taught by their 
Maratbonian Mailers to hazard new Batdes in the 
^Defence of their Country. Upon thefe, therefore, 
oug^t we in reafon to beftow the firft Palm, and 
give the fecond to them, who afterwards fought and 
conquered in the Sea-fights of Salamis and Artemijiunu 
He, who would go over the feveral Adions of thefe 
brave Men, enumerate the many Difficulties they 
had to ffauggle with, both by Sea and Land, and tell 
how diey furmounted them, would have much to 
fay* But I {hall only mention what appears to me 
to be die greatefl Exploit after that of Maro' 
thnu Tor by that ViSory the Greeks had been only 
taught, that upon Land it was poffible for a fmall 
Number of Greet am to overcome aMukitude of Bar« 
barians \ but that at Sea they were able to effeS the 
lame thing, viras not yet evident. The Perfiam had 
the Reputation of beinjg invincible at Sea, by the 
Superiority of their Numbers, their Riches, their na- 
val Skill, and Strengdi. Now what is mofl praife- 
worthy in thofe brave Men, who fignalized them- 
ftlves at Sea, is, that they did therdiy, as it were,^ 

loolec 
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Itxrfen thofe Bands of Terrour, which had held (he 
Grecians Co faSk bound, and caufed them no longer 
to ftand in av^ of Numben^ whether of Ships or 
Men. From thefe two Adions, this of Salamisy and 
that of MaratboHj all Greec£ was inftrufted and ac- 
cdlomed not to be afraid of the Barbarians, either 
by Land or Sea. The third great Exploit for the 
Deliverance of Greice^ as well in Order as in De- 
gree, is the A£lion of Pkttaa ; in the Glory of which 
die Lacedammans and Atheniam had an equal Part. 
This great, this arduous Enterprize, was atchieved, 
1 15qr, by thefe two Nations, and for thij their Merit 
arc they now celebrated by us, and will be by our 
Poftcrity to the lateft Times. After this, many 
States of Greece ftill fided with the Barbarian, and 
the King hhnfelf was reported to have a Defign of 
invading Greece once more. It would then be high- 
ly unjuft not to take notice of thofe alfo, who corn- 
pleated the Work of their Forefathers, and put the 
finifliing Hand to our Deliverance, by fcouring the 
Seas of e\'ery thing that had the Name of Barbarian, 
and driving them within their own Limits. Thefe 
were they, who were engaged in the Naval Fight at 
EurymedoHj in the Expeditions to Cyprus, to ^gyptj 
and many other Places. Thefe ought we, therefore, 
to commemorate^ and to acknowledge our Obli- 

gatign« 
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gfttion to them, for having taught the Great King to 
fear ; to attend to his own Safety, and not to be plot- 
ting the Overthrow of Greta. This War againft 
the Barbarians did our Commonwealth, with her 
own Forces only, draw out to the very Dregs, for her 
own Security, and that of her Allies. Peace being 
nade, and Athens being now in her higheft Glory, 
there fell upon her, what is moft commonly the Lot 
of the Sttccefsfull, firft a Rivalry in fome other States- 
of GrHtty. and from thence Jealoufy, which drew her, 
diough unwilling, into a War zgainAGraaans : upon 
the breaking out of which War, the jfthemans 
fought a Battle with the Lacedammiam at Tanagra 
for the Liberties of Bceotia. Though the Iflije of 
this Battle was doubfiill, yet the following A&ion 
proved decifive: For fome of the Allies of the Bce^ 
tioHs having deferted thoie, to whofe Affiflance thej 
came, our Countrymen having on die third Day af- 
ter obtained a Vidory, we recovered to a Senfe of 
their Doty tfaofe, who without Rcafor had fa!kn off* 
from it. Thefe bnr/t Men luving 'ought a?a:aft 
Gredems for the Liberties of Gredans, znd dcihertd 
thoTc, whofe Caufe they had undertaken to c . .'eruL 
were the fizft after the Perfi&n War, upon wilom u^ 
CoiQpiooweiJdL coofcned ue Honour of beios 
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buried m this publick [2] Coemetery. After this 
the War became more general; all Greece, kll upon 
US at once, and ravaged our Countiy, ill requiting 
Ac Favours they had received from this City. But 
the Athenians having defeated their Enemies in a Sea- 
fight, and taken Prifoners in the.Ifland of Spba^eria 
their Leaders the Lacedamontansy when it was in 
tl|dr Power to have put them to Death, fpared their 
Lives, forgave them, and made Peace with them; 
thinking, that although in a War againfl Barbarians 
nothing lefs than their utter Ruin fhould be aimed 
at, yet that in a War between Grecians and Greci- 
ansy the Conteft (hould be carried on as far as Vi£to« 
ry indeed, but that the conmion Intereft of Greece 
ought not to be facriiiced to any particular Refent- 
ment. Are not thefe brave Men, therefore, worthy 
to be praifed, who were engaged in that War, and 
who now lie buried here ? They, who made it ap- 
pear, if indeed it was a Queftion whether in the 

[2] Ccemetery.l The Greek Word is fMifAM\%, Monument i 
but as it appears from Paufamasy that there were many 
dilFerent Monuments, each with its particular Infcription, 
erefted in the Ceramicus, the Place deflined for thefe pub- 
lick Interments, I thought it better to tranflate it by the 
Word Cemetery 9 which fignifies a Place of Burial, left the 
Reader fhould imagine that all the AthenioMs who feU in 
Battle were buried in one and the fame Sepulchre. 

firft 
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firft Perfian War another Nation was not at leaft 
equal to the Athtmans: they, I fay, who made it sip- 
pear that ftich a Queftion Was entirely groundlefs. 
Thefe Men made the Superiority 6f the Atheniant 
fufficiently evident, by their coming ofF vidorious in 
that War, in which all Gnect tbok part againft them, 
and worfting in Battle, With the Forces of Athent 
only, thole who had fet themfelVes tip for the Chiefs 
of Greece^ though they could pretend to no more 
than an equal Share with the Athenians in their Vidlo- 
ties gained over the Barbarians. After the Peace 
arofe another hMrible and unexpected War, in 
which many brave Men fell, who here lie buried. 
Some of thefe erected many Trophies in Sialy ^ to 
which Country they had failed in order to protc£l 
the Leomtines in their Liberties, whom we were bound 
to affift by iblemn Treaties. But before they cou!d 
arrive, die Pafizge beirg long, the Ltmtinti vrerc 
reduced to Ejctremhies, and dlfab!ed from yielding 
them any Afife&nce ; for w^Jch Reafon they g«v« 
over Ac Atteai^pt, lai were u.*i<rf-:nai:t ; thcweh it 
mufi be ovzic^ ihai Enes^ci, tvs-fe 2^Jr,9: »-hc;3i 
Aey came tc* £-^3t, hthzrvi wld: f-xb \' jtut ijii 
Modcradcxi, tfcat tier drirrtrd ki z:*^cxi Yix-St, 
itaTL famr, "■*» were «:> Cvfifedrrzrti j: dax 
War. 0!i«n ^uJjzerc tiac&jvtri 5i tbc /£c2p- 
Voi.. IL U rpocz. 
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J^ontj by taking all the Ships of the Enemy in oofr 
Day, and by feveral other Vifbries. I ftyled this a 
horrible and unexpefied War^ becaufe feme of the^ 
States of Grene carried their Eranity to tliis City fo 
^u-, as to prefume to fend an Embafly to the King 
of Perfia^ their and our moft inveterate Enemy, ta 
mvite, upon their own particular Views, that Bar- 
barian into Greecey whom, for the common Caufe, 
they had formerly joined with us to drive out of Bu-- 
ropi% thus uniting in a League againft Atbgns all the 
Greiks and Barbarians. UpoA which Occalion the 
Strength and Valour of this State became moft con- 
fpicuous. For our Enemies looking «ponifit&/ffr as 
already vanquifhed, and having feized feme of ouz 
Ships at Mityleney Thefe gallant Men (for fo they 
confefledly were) whom we now commemorate, 
went to their Relief with fixty Sail, and boarding the 
Enemy's Ships, gained a Vi£tory over tfaem, and 
delivered their own Allies, but met with a Lot un* 
worthy of their Valour; for their Bodies were not,, 
as they ought to have been, taken up out of the Sea,, 
but had their Burial there. And furely they deferve 
CO be remembered ever with Praife and Honour. 
For by their Valour we came off victorious, not in 
Ait Engagqosent only, but throughout the whok 
IS^ aid thiou^ their Braveiy was it that our 
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Co^MMttWoUi gained the Eqiutatioa of hmg in* 
viaciU^dmif^ attacked bjr tke onitcdFiKCCS of all 
.Maakind. Nctfber hath this RcputaftiQtt been fid* 
fificd ki f aA. For we were conqueied, iM hj tmx 
y^^rjvT^j ^"^ Hr ^"'' ^^" nifl^nfirwc AstoTbem 
we pBupip invipcible even to this 0»y. But we 
b;ir^ ymifMHhfdj have iiibdwd ourfidvo. After 
ikof^ TianiaAioiifi a Calm eofiiing and a Peace be« 
tfrixl us and aH other Nations^ a Cml War broke 
oat, yfbifdk was carried on in fucb a Maa9er» that* 
if by AeDtooees of Heaven I>ifleiifioa8 muft necef- 
fynif {ui(e, » M^ would pray that his Countiy 
mi^ be U^ 9Qd no otherwiTe diftempered. For 
how eafily, how much like Friends ai|d Fellow* 
Citizm, did the People of the Pir^geusj and thofe 
of tbt Qipf9 nm into a RecondUation with each 
other! ^ with how much Moderation did diey lajr 
Mide thm HoftiliQF againft Ihofe of EUufaj contraiy 
to the £mie£btions of aU Greec$! All which k id 
be afcribtd to no other Cavfe dian their Coniangitt- 
/oity, the natural ]3afis of firm and real Friendfllip. 
We pught not tfaep-cfore tp p^^ over in SSeoce even 
l>pfe| who in t^ War were ilain on either Side, 
1^ gs £tf i9$ in u| licj^ qidiiavour to rieconeile diem 
4lf^ir)ch Q()Mir s prayiog and fiaicrificiiig upon thefe 
^cpfiaoi ^ tJM^Oam^ns who hsve the Command 
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and Diredion over them, in as much as we ourfelves 
are reconciled. For they did not attack each other 
out of Hatred and Malice, but from the Malignity 
of their Fortune. Of this we ourfelves are living 
Evidences; who being of the fame common Original 
with them, have forgiven each other, both what we 
did, and what we fufiered. After this the City had 
Reft, and enjoyed a profound Peace, eafily pardon- 
ing the Barbarians, who having been ill enough 
treated by this State, returned it but as they ought. 
But (he could not help refenting the Behaviour of 
the Greeks J when fhe called to mind the Benefits 
they had received, and the Retribution they made, 
by uniting with the Barbarians^ depriving us of our 
Ships, to which they formerly owed their own De- 
liverance, and pulling down our Walls, in Return 
for our having faved theirs from Ruin. The City 
then having taken the Refolution not to give for the 
future any AiHftance to the Greeks^ whether opprefled 
by Grecians or Barbarians, remained quiet : upon 
which the Lacedamoniansy imagining that Athens^ 
the Patronefs of Liberty, was fallen ; and that now 
was the Time for them to purfue their proper Bufi- 
nefs, the enflaving of others, fet immediately about 
it. I need not enlarge upon what followed. Thofc 
Tranfadlions arc neither of an ancient Date, nor 

perplexed 



A DIALOGUE OF PLATO. 309 

perplexed by the Variety of Adors. We all know 
in what a Confternation th^ chief States of Greece^ 
the Ar^giv$fy the Bceotians^ the Corinfhians, applied 
to this City for Succour ; and what was the greateft 
fAirsLci^ of ally that the King of Perfia himfelf was 
reduced to fuch a ftraight, as to have no hopes of 
Safety from any other Qiiarter, than from this very 
City, whofe Deftnt^on he I^ {6 eagerly purfued. 
And, indeed, if Jtbens cgn be jufily accufed of any 
thin^ it is^of haying been always too compaiBonate, 
too much inclined to falve the Wounds pf the Af- 
flided. For at this very Time ihe was not able to 
perfevere, and to keep to her Refolution, of not af- 
fifting Thofe in the Prefervatbn of their Liberties, 
who had malicioufly and defignedly injured her. She 
yielded, ihe affifted them, and by that AfSftance 
xefcued them from Slavery, and gave them their Li^ 
berty, till they ihould think fit to enflave themfelves 
again« She had not indeed the AiTurance to zSt (o 
prepofterous a part as to fend the King of Perfia 
any. Succours ; ihe bore top great a Reveret)ce to 
the Trophies of Maratbouj of Salamis^ and Plataa: 
yet by coimiving at the Affiibnce given him by Fu* 
gitives, and fuch as voluntarily entered into his 
Service, ihe was confefledly the Cauf^ of his Pre- 
^rvatioiu At this Time ihe r^iaired her Fortifi- 
U 3 cations, 
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dOMSsod her Fkcts and prepared again for War; 
SgtSa^ he ii fe ff voder the naccflky of entering ihtd 
ane wrta dc fm iJ kmm \ \\ i i ^ fcr the Protedion of 
Ae FitruBtT- The Eii^ of Pnfo^ on bis Part, aa 
fcas hefcirAe gj od t fiwro m i had pven oyer alt 
Tboogte of Gvnriiig oo m War by Sol, tooK Um« 
hnge 3t Ae iftSiAMi; and feTohping to break the 
f fea t C y (kaamJ ed Aofe Gndam States, whidi ynrt 
vpon the Comznent [of i^] to be ddmied np t6 
Van (thofe tctt States which die LmnLttmmens had 
fennerlr coofentcd to gire up) as die Condition of 
his continaing hb Annty widi us and our Allies, 
This Demazxl he did not imagine ivould be complied 
with, 2ad he made it oolj dtat he mig^ upon its 
teirg rg'^ dg i^ hive a fair Pretence for biealdng the 
Tnary. But he was miftakcn as to Tome of die 
A!1lc?; fcr the C^rmtbiawsj die ArghcSj and the 
IvjrTfr jcr cetcrnuned to comply with his Demand, 
lai CTca enttrtd into a Treaty widi him, urtijch 
Act con!:rmcd by Oath, to give up the Greeks vapcH^ 
^ Ccstioent of Jjisy provided he would fiimifh 
titem widi Morrcr. But wc, and we alone, had not 
the At!urx-:ce to abandon diofe States, mudi Ids to 
ftfn: to i\Kh a Treaty. That the City of Jibem is 
S> irir^vJ, fo frank, fo confbnt, fb hearty in the 
cx-ucoa Cxufe, and as it were by Nature fb averfe 

ta 
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to- the Badttrian, imift be aferibed to her being 
vrholly Gnek^ without any mixture c( Foreign Al* 
loy. For none of your iforeign Heroes, Pelops; 
Cadmus^ Mgyptusy Danaus^ and many others, \7h0j 
^liough livii^ under Grnian Laws, were Barbarians 
by Extradion ; none of thefe, I iky, are of the 
Number of our Citizens. We are genuine Greeksy 
no Half-Barbarians. Hence proceeds the genuine 
^nd unadulterated Enmity oil Athtm to all fiarba* 
rians. Wherefore We were once more left alone for 
icfufing to do an A£Hon fo infamous, and fo iippioui^ 
as that of delitrering up Grecians into the Hands of 
Per/ians, But being reftored to what we had been 
^prived of in the former War, by the AiEftance of 
Heaven we profecutcd this with more Succefs. For 
becoming once again Mailers of a Fleet, having re- 
built ourW^ls, and recovered our Colonies, we 
were foon freed from a War, which our Enemies 
were very glad to get rid of. In this War we loft 
indeed many gallant Men, fome at Corinth^ by the 
J>ifadvantage of their Situation, others at Lechaum 
by Treachery. Nor were they lefs gallant, who 
faved the King of Perfia^ and drove the Laceda^ 
numians out of liie Seas. Thefe are the Men I would 
rfcall to your Remembrance, and in honouring and 
pnufing fttch as Tbefe it becomes all of you to join* 
2 Suck 
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Such were the Exploits of thofe brave Men who 
here lie buried; iiich were the Exploits of thofe 
Others alfo who^ though unhappily deprived of J^u* 
rial, died like them in the Service of their Country i 
Exploits, many and great indeed, as hath been re- 
lated; but more and ftill greater yet remain untold ^ 
to enumerate all which many whole Days and Nights 
would fcarce fuffice. It is the Duty therefore of all 
and of every particular Man to bear thefe Things 
in mind, and, as in Battle, to exhort the Children^ 
of fujch Fathers not to quit the Rank, in which their 
Anceftors have placed them, by a bafe and cowardly 
Retreat. Accordmgly, I myfelf, O ye Sons of vir^ 
tuous Men, do now exhort you, and as long as T 
Jhall remain among you will never ccafe reminding 
and exhorting you to ufe your utmoft Endeavours to 
furpafs them in Virtue. But upon this Occafion it 
is my Duty to tell you what your Fathers, when they 
were going to expofe their Lives for their Country, 
comm^ded us to fay to thofe, whom they left be-f 
hind in cafe any Accident fhould befall themfelves. 
I will irepeat to you what I heard from their own 
Mouths, and wha^, if I may judge from the Difr 
courfe they then held, they would now gladly &y 
tpyou themfelves, were it in their Power. Imaging 
therefore you hw theni fpeakmg. TJ^efe were 

theif 
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their Words : « O Children ! That yc arc the Sons 
«^ of virtuous Fathers is evident from our prefent 
<« Circumftances. For having it in our Option to 
^' live with Difhonour, we have generouily made it 
<< our Choice to die, rather than bring ourfelves and 
^ our Pofierity into Difgrace, and reflect Infamy- 
« back upon our Parents and Forefathers; per-* 
^< fuaded as we were, that the Life of one who dif*' 
^' hoiiours his Family, is not worth living, and that 
<< fuch a Man can have no Friend either here upon' 
<< Earth among Mankind, or among the Gods here** 
** after in the Realms below. It behoves you there- - 
•* fore to bear thefe our Words in Remembrance* 
^^ to the epd th^t all your Undertakings may be ac* 
** companied with Virtue j. afluring yourfelves, that 
** without Virtue every Acquifition, every Purfuit it' 
*< bafe and infamous. For Wealth can add no Dig- 
*^ nity to an unmanly Mind. The Riches of fuch 
" an one are for others, not for himfelf. Neither 
*' are Beauty and Strength of Body, when joined 
*« with Bafenefs and Cowardice, to be deemed or- 
*^ namental, but difgracefuU rather: iince if they 
^^ make a Man more confpicuous, they at the fame 
' ^^ time make the Bafenefs of his Soul confpicuous 
^^ alfo. Wifdom in like manner feparated from 
^^ Jiiftice, and the reft of the Virtue?, is notWif-- 

•' dom* 
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«< iotOf but Cimmog. MHierefore in the fiift place, 
«* Md in the hft» »d throi^hout the whole Courfe 
^ of your Lives, it is incumbent ufKm you to labour 
^ With all your Faculties to Airpafs us and your Pto-* 
^^ guAon in Gloiy. Odierwife be affined, that in 
^ Ab Coiiteft of Virtue, if we remain vi6brious^ the 
^ Vifiorf isiB corer us ii^th Confofion, which on 
^ ^ contrary, if obtained by you, will make us 
«« hiappy. The moft efFe^al way for you to fur- 
«* fefc us, and obtain this Vi£bry, is fo to order 
^ your Condttd, as neither to abufe nor wafte the 
^ Glory left you by your Anceftors. For can any 
tt dnngbe more igiKMninious for a Man, who would 
<* be thought ibmething, than to receive Honournot 
^ fiom his own Merit, but from the Reputation of 
^ his Forefathers ? Hereditary Honour is indeed a 
^ noble and fplendid Patrimony. But to enjoy a 
^ fair Eftate either in Fame or Money, and for want 
** of a proper Supply of Wealth and Glory of your 
** own, not to be able to tranfmit it to your Pofte-^ 
^ rity, is infamous and unmanly. If you endeavoiur 
^ after thefe Things, you will be welcome to us and 
*• wc to you, whenever your refpefiive Fates (hall 
•« condufl you to us in die World below : but if 
^ you difregard them and become profligate, not one 
*• of us 0iall be willing to receive you. Thus much 

♦« be 
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<< be fpoken to our Children : But to our Fathers 
<< and our Mothers, if any of them Ihould furvive 
<< us, and it ihould be Aought neceflary to adml- 
«« nifter Comfort to them, fay, that it is their Duty 
'c patiently to bear Misfortunes, whenever they hap« 
<< pen^ and not give themfelves up to Grief: other- 
(< wife they will never be without Sorrow i for the 
<< oidinary Occurrences of Life will ailbrd fuflkient 
<< Matter for AffliAion. They fliould feek to heal 
<^ and mitigate their Troubles in the Remembrance, 
<< that, as to the moft confiderable Point, the Gods 
<( have heard their Prayers. For they did not pray 
<^ that their Children might be immortal, but virtu- 
«^ ous and renowned. And This, the greateft of all 
*^ Bleffings, they have obtained. It is not eafy for 
^< mortal Man to have everything fall out according 
*^ to his Wiflies in this Life. Befidcs, by bearing 
f < their Misfortunes with Refolution and Fortitude, 
*' they will gain the Opihion of being th» genuine 
^ Parents of magnanimous Children, and of being 
*< them&lves Men of Courage and Magnanimity j 
** whereas by finking under their Sorrows, they will 
<< raife a Sufpicion of their not being our Fathers, or 
^« Thofe who fhall praife us will be thought to have 
«< moft grofsly flattered us j neither of which Things 
*< ought to come to pafs. They themfelves rather 

"fliould 
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^< fhould bear chief Teftimony to our Pralfe, (hew- 
^< ing bj their Anions that they are indeed Men, 
** and the Fathers of Men. The old Proverb, Not 
^^ top much of any things feems to be well faid, and 
<< in fad it is fo. For He» who hath within himfelf 
u gll that is neceflary to Happinefs, or near the mat« 
«< ter, and who doth not fo depend upon other Men, 
<c as to have himfelf and his Afiairs in a perpetual 
^* Flu^ation, according to their good or ill Coh- 
«« dud. He, I fay, is beft provided for this Life; He 
<< is moderate. He is prudent. He is a Man ; and He 
<< upon all Occailons, whether he obUins or lofes an 
^ Eftate or Children, will pay the greateft Regard to 
<> this Proverb : for placing all his Confidence in 
** himfelf) he will neither be too much elevated with 
*« Joy, nor deprefled with Sorrow. Such Men we 
*' fhould think worthy to be our Fathers ; fuch we 
** wifh them to be, and fuch we afiirm they are ; 
*' fuch likewife are we now proved to be, by neither 
^* murmuring nor trembling at Death, though we 
*' were to meet it this Inftant. And this fame State 
•* of Mind do we recommend to our Fathers and 
•' our Mothers ; intreating them to make ^k of fuch 
*• Sentiments as thefe through the remaining Part 
*' of their Lives ; and to be perfuaded, that they 
^' will do us the greatejft Pleafure,, by not weeping 

" and 
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«« and lamenting for us ; that if the Dead have any 

*« Knowledge of what pafles among the Livingt 

*« their affliifting themfelvcs, and hearing their Mif- 

** fortunes heavily, will be very unacceptable to us ; 

'** whereas, on the contrary, their bearing their Af*- 

*« fliffions lightly, and with Moderation, will be mdft 

** pleafing. Our Lives and AAions are now gcmig 

** to have an End j but fuch an End, as among Men 

** is deemed moft glorious, which therefore ou^t 

** rather to be graced with Honour, than fuUied with 

** Lamentations. By taking Care of our Wives . 

*' and Children ; by educating the latter, and turn* 

** ing themfelves arrd their Minds wholly to fiich- 

<* like Employments, they will the more readily 

*' forget their Misfortunes ; and lead a Life more 

** exemplary, more agreeable to Reafon, and more 

** acceptable to us. Let this fuffice to be fpoken on 

*' our Part to our Relations and Friends. To the 

*' Commonwealth we recommend the Care of our 

*' Parents and Children ; befeeching Her to give 

*^ Thefe an honourable Education, and to cheriiBi' 

** Thofe in their Old age, in a manner worthy of 

*' them : But we arc fenfiWe that, without this Re* 

** commendation, all proper Care will be taken of 

« Both/' 

Thefe Things, O ye Children, and ye Parents of 
I the 
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the Deeealcd, have they given m^ io charge toiay to 
you on their Part ^ andl have inoft willingly^ and to 
Ae bcft of my Power, executed their Comaagads. 
On my own part^ and for their Sakes I befeecb you^ 
ye Sons I to imitate your Fathers j You, Fathers^ 4d 
take Comfort for the Lofs of thefe your Sons ; aflur- 
ing yourfelves, that both in our publick and in otor 
privtte Capacities, we will take Care of you, and 
cherilh your Old age, as the refpedive Duties and 
Relations of every one of us may require. Ye your-- 
felyes well know vi^t Pxovifions the Commonwealth 
hath made i that by e:q^rels Laws fbe hath ordered 
Care to be taken of the Chiidret> and Parents of 
Thoie, who die in Battle; and hath given it in 
Charge to thechief Magiftrate,to take Them, above 
all others, into his particular ProteiStion | that the 
]l«atter may be guarded from all Injuries, and the 
Former not be kxifible of their Orphan State, nor 
feel the want of a Father ; whofe Place the Com^ 
monwealth fupplies, by ailiftjng in the Care of thcdr 
Education while they are Children, and when they 
are grown up to Manhood, dirnnfling them to their 
feveral Vocation^ with an honourable Prefent of a 
complete Suit of Armour. And this (he does, not only 
with a View of intimating to them, and reminding 
them of the Qccupatipns^of thdr Fathers, by prefent- 

ing 
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tog them with tbofe Implements of Valour, wbkh. 
their Fathers had to glorioufly employed ; but alfo 
that being arrbed to the full Strength, and fumiftel 
with the Asmour of a Man, when they full go to take 
Pofleffion of their Houihold Gods, they may (et out 
with a good Omen. Moreover, ibe fails not beta 
timcio time to pajr thefe anniveriary Honours to As 
Deceafed ; taking upon her to perform in genenA 
with regard to them, whatever is due to each fiom 
their rdpcQivQ Relations; and to complete att, hf 
exhibiting Games of difitxent^Kinds, Equeftrian ani 
Gymnaflick, Muficsd and Poetical, ihe effeAuaSjr 
fiipplies the Office of Sons and Heirs to Fathers ; of 
Fathers to Sons ; and that of Guardians and Pro* 
ttStoK to their Parents, and Kindred: difcharging at 
all Times ail and every Part of the Duties that bekog 
to all Xearn, therefore, by rofledting upon the& 
tilings, to bear your Afflictions with more Patience > 
for by to doing you will a£t the moft friendly part at: 
well to the Dead as to the Living; and be better aUe 
to give and receive Comfiurt, to cherilh and affift 
each other. And now having jointly paid the Tri- 
bute of your Sorrow tb the Deceafed, as thfe Lam 
dire£te> you may -all depart* 

Thia. 
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[i] This, Memxenus, is the Sp«ech of AJ^fia the ilfiw 
Agfinr. Men, In tnith, Socratts, Affajia is a happy Wo- 
man, if fhe can indeed make fach Speeches as thefe. 
S9C. If you doubt of it, come along with me, and you fliall 
hear her herfelf. Men, I have been often in her Com- 
pany, and very well know what (he is. Soc. Well then, 
don*t yon admire her, and are you not obliged to her for 
this Oration ? Men. I. am greatly obliged, Socrates, 

cither to her or to him, whoever was the Author of it, 
but more particularly to you,, who have repeated it to me. 
Soc. Very well : but remember not to ipeak of it, that I 
inay hereafter be at liberty to communicate to you fome 
Aore of her £ne political DifcouHes. Men. You may 
depend upon my not betraying you. Be you only as 
good as your Word. 5«c. I will not fail. 

[i] ThU OratioDj which Plato (either from undervaluing his own 
Performance, or with a View of abating the too great Efteem which the 
jtbenians entertained tor their Orators, whom he rallies ver>' finely in 
the Beginning of the Dialogue) hath here given to Affajia the Milejiar, 
was however held in fuch Eftimation at Athens, that, as Tuify informs 
us, it was ordered to be repeated every Year, on the Day appointed for 
the Commemoration of thofe who had been flain in Battle : A plain 
Evidence of the Preference which the Atbemans gave to this Oration 
of Plato before all others fpoken on the fame Occafion, though fbme of 
them were compofed by their greateft Orators, as Pericles, Lyjias, Hy- 
per ides, and Demoflberses, Thofe of Hyferides and Demofthettes are not 
now extant. That afcribcd to Pericles by tbucydidtj, and preferved in 
his Hiftory, was mofl probably written, by that Hiftorian, Lyjias's 
Oration is yet remaining. We have therefore but one genuine Oration 
of any of thefe Orators, upon this Subjccl^ with which we can corn* 
pare this Oration of Phito j to whom I fhall not fcruple to give the 
Advantage upon the Comparifon. For the reft, we have the Deciflon 
of the AthfrJarts, wliio wcie acquninted with all the others, ia favoiqr 
of Plato 5 and in tlioir Judgment^ I think^ we naay finely acquieii»» 

FINIS. 
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